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PI B 1 is full aware wy hs | 

' caution; which will be obſerved in ad- 
mitting any thing from an obſcure, untried, 
and unprote&ted pen, againſt ibe opinrons 
vf Bp. Sherlock and Bp. Warburton; ven 
as reſpectable for their abilities, at eminent 
in their frations : But conſcious of baving 
treated the arguments of \ thoje able De- 
fenders of the Chyifian Faith" with the 
deference due to their characters, he does 
not heſitate 1b throw bimfelf upun the can- 
dor of thoſe, toho will do him the juftiee to 
read hit book through, before N n 
p Hts Merits." © | 
A writer, aphprebenſſu that "Os 

© valuable enil may be in part anfwered, 
N the further Hale + the de of 
We (a) Winders Prefites, =, 
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n PREFACE, 


« ſets himſelf to conſider, or by the manner 
in which it has occurred to him, to con- 
 fider it, may reaſonably en courage himſelf 
* with the expectation of meeting with a 
fair reception from all lovers of truth and 
* enquiry.” In this confidence the Author 
of the following work preſumes to lay be- 
fore the public his endeavours to 8 


Is That the 1 3 ard 
unmeaning incidents of Abraham's life 
will be found upon a nearer inſpection to be 
tbe orderly parts of one entire d. ipenſation, 
and pregnant with in information. N 


47 That the Yewiſh 1 as WA 


zuted at the covenant 97 citeumeiſon. 


26 3: That this, "=" =o Bo By of, ra 
of the Theocracy ; and the confidering the 
Enemies of — a the. Delegates of God 
in his government (a ſenſe, as will be ſeen, 
warranted by Scripture) ; afford an eaſy. 
and accurate interpretation of the prophecy 
of Jacob concerning the ſcepire of Judah; 
and — con res yp _ N 
1t 


It is an arduous taſk; and the Author 
ſfould be well aſſured that be builds his ar- 
gument upon good ground ; therefore it is, 
that he has drawn ſo many of his proofs 
from the Divine Legation, and Bp, Sher- 
lock's third diſſertation ; having taken 
care. however, not only to advertiſe the 
reader of them when they occur, but to 
give them as near as poſſible in the words 
of their reſpective owners, 
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THE 


SCRIPTURE - HISTORY OF 
ABRAHAM 


S it is ſufficiently apparent from 
the chronology of events in the 
mans iluvian world, and the hiſ- 

tory of Noah in particular, that 

he muſt have had a perfect knowledge of 
all the religious truths, which the Creator 
might think neceſſary for the information 
of thoſe ages; ſo it is not to be doubted, 
but that that Patriarch and his family, 
who on account of their ſuperior virtue 
and readier obedience to the divine com- 
mands, were by the ſpecial providence of 
God preſerved from general deſtruc- 
tion occaſioned by the deluge, wo would be 
2 diligent in making their po- 
dry acquainted with the exiſtence, * 

A 


4+ 


9 


and perfections of God, with his creation 


of the world and all that it inherit; in 


relating to them the hiſtory of Adam, 


the ſtate of innocency, the fall and pro- 
miſe of reſtoration; in guarding them 
againſt thoſe impieties which had brought 
upon an incorrigible generation the puniſh- 
ment of waters; and in giving them all 
the ſpeculative * practical inferences 
which either they or their forefathers had 
been able to make from precedent facts 
and revelations. Vet when it is conſidered 
that the only method at that time in uſe 
of conveying religious and moral know- 

muſt have been by * oral tradition; 
and then, if to the gradual declenſion of 
evidence to which ſuch tradition is always 
ſubject, be added the corruptions which 
mult of neceſſity have crept in from for- 


getfulneſs, miſ-apprehenſion and deſign, 


and the ſtill greater which muſt naturally 
ariſe from the combination of theſe cauſes, 
at a period when the attention of man- 


kind muſt have been almoſt entirely taken 


up in projecting new and culivaing old 


(a) Winder's Hiſt: en Per. 1. C. 10. 
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ſettlements ; it will eaſily be concerved 
that moſt a the curious inventions and 
ſpeculative ſciences known to their an- 
ceſtors and delivered to their leaders at 
the times of their emigration muſt ſoon 
have been loſt; and that mankind uni- 
verſally engaged in ruſtic employments 
muſt have gradually degenerated into a 
ſtate of ignorance and barbarity. And if 
in this ſituation of nation ſeparated from 
nation by difference of dialect, ſentiment, 
and intereſt, there ſhould in a courſe of 
time have been found any perſons ſuffi- 
ciently at eaſe to indulge the inquiſitive 
and contemplative propenſity natural to 
the human mind, it is apparent that they 
muſt have dwelt upon evidence imperfectly 
repreſented or too conciſely tranſmitted ; 
down to them; being therefore under the 
neceſſity of N thoſe deficiencies 
from the treaſures of their own experience 
and obſervation, thoſe of more enlarged 
underſtandings perceiving a wonderful cor- 
reſpondence between the ſeveral parts of 
the material world, would by joining the 
15 8 perception of conſummate wiſ- 
| A 2 dom 
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wa 
dom to the imperfe& tradition of there 
having been a firſt Creator of all things, 
arrive at a tolerably juſt notion of the 
Supreme Being. But what would the 
knowledge of a few ſuch reſerved and, as 
is commonly the caſe, inactive and timid 
people avail the world in general; if 
others of the ſame opinion in the main, 
but with leſs prudence, and more activi 
and influence, ſhould, in comphance wit 
an enthuſiaſtic or ſuperſtitious turn of 
thought, recommend to their family and 
dependants a mode of worſhip eventually 
ſubverſive of the principle of the unity 
and ſpirituality of the Deity ; if having 
had time and opportunity to obſerve the 
glorious beauty of the Sun, the wonder- 
tul celerity of its apparent motions, the 
regularity of its diurnal ind annual revo- 
lutions, its viſible and, as things are con- 
ſtituted, its neceſſary inſtrumentality in 
producing the various ſeaſons of the year, 
in fructifying the earth, in bringing on 
and diſpelling peſtilential vapours, in give- 
ing wings to the lightning and fatality to 
its ſtroke; if having with like attention 
5 N 2 obſerved 
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obſerved the various phaſes of the Moon, 
and its prodigious influence upon the 
waters varying with thoſe phaſes ; they 
ſhould be led to conceive of thoſe mighty 
bodies, as animated with powers of agen- 
cy little ſhort of ſupreme, as awful and 
intellectual miniſters of God, into whoſe 
hands the inacceſſible Being had evidently 
committed the care of this world and all 
its concerns ; and ſhould from thence be 
induced not only to think them worthy 
of peculiar regard on account of their 
own intrinſic excellence, but ordained and 
ſet forth as mediate and proper objects of 
human adoration ? Now what in this way 
of novelty might be communicated or 
inſinuated * 5 with caution, would 
be greedily ſwallowed by children and the 
admiring multitude, bo ot in matters of 
religious and abſtruſe ſpeculation raiſe 
their minds with extreme difficulty be- 
yond ſenſible objects; and, to be ſaved 
the trouble of riſing on the wings of 
prayer into the preſence of a ſpiritual and 
incomprehenſible Being, they would be 
very glad to find themſelves only under 
the 
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the neceffity of kiſſing their hands with 4 


© devotion of ſoul when they ſaw * the 
Sun ſhming in his ſtrength or the Moon 


walking in brightneſs : Inſtead of retiring 
to the ſtillneſs of their chamber, inſtead 
of a ſolitary, ſimple and pious addreſs to 
the great Creator of all things, they would 
be delighted with, they would be ready 
to adore the man who ſhould into their 
public ſacrifices of praiſe and thankſgiving 
introduce more pomp, more ſolemni 


and ſcenery; and though the flame of 


devotion could not 'to any effectual pur- 


fe maintain in their minds the notion 
of an inviſible Author of day and night, 
yet flames of fire in the abſence of the 
Sun, and a filver creſcent in the abſence 
of the Moon, would enable them with 


eaſe to recollect the inſinuated divinity of 


thoſe luminaries: The frequent appear- 
ance of their bright orbs, and daily ex- 
rience of the benefits derived from their 


influence would adminiſter to the confirm- 


ing an ignorant generation in their errors; 


Wn at 2287 their minds rarely accuſtomed to 


(a) Job. XXxi. 26, 27. 


a af {heels 


„ 

look beyond thoſe bright bodies with any 
religious regard, would be leſs ſcrupulous 
= 1 examining ad leis active in oppoſing 
the doctrines of thoſe reaſoners among 
them which tended to eſtabliſn the ſu- 
premacy of the favorite objects of their 
adoration. Kings are but men, in ſome 
countries therefore it is likely that ſuch 
opinions would meet with the royal ap- 


probation, and thereby obtain a general 


currency through ſuch dominions; which 
ſeems to have been the caſe vey early in in 
Chaldæa. 


Theſe circumſtances thankes duly: con- 


ſidered, it will not be ſo very ſurpriſing 
to find that within ten generations after 
the flood, idolatry had obtained fuch foot- 
ing in the world, that a deſcendant in the 


direct line from Sher, even. * 'Terah the 


father of Abram and the father of Nachor, 
ſerved other Gods. 
But if the ſerving other Gods ſhould 


in this or any other inſtance be allowed: 
the beſt conſtruction it will admit of and 
be underſtood to conſiſt in worlhiping 


the 


(a) Jom. xxiv. 2. 
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For, if that pec 


the true God under a viſible material form, 
it is eaſy to perceive that ſuch condeſcen- 
ſion to the weakneſs of the human mind 
mult of neceſſity in the end introduce 
the mode of worſhip, which the more 
obvious meaning of the words implies. 

uliar, that venerable 
kind of gratitude, which riſes in the breaſt 
from the contemplation of ourſelves and 
the works of nature, and offers itſelf a 
tribute to ſome incomprehenſible Author 
of ſo much goodneſs, ſhould be diverted 
from its proper object, and directed 
through the want of ſomething to raiſe 
the mind, which muſeth upon many 
things but is preſſed down by its earthly 
tabernacle, or through 1 1gnorance and cre- 
dulity to a viſible image of the inviſible 


God; there it would be apt to reſt 1t- 


elf, and, in conjunction with the ima- 
13 would caſt over this God, that 
and ſees not, ears and hears 


—— a fictitious Shechinah or divine glory. 


Frequent approaches to this awful reſence 


War exceedingly ſtagger even faith 
af the inventors, and make them at laſt 
ſuppoſe 


we N 
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41 9 mo | 
ſuppoſe that the Divinity himſelf had 
vouchſafed to take up his reſidence in the 
offspring of their own Caprice, of human 
art and ind 
If therefore a yl ſhould be thought a 
proper emblem of the Divine Majeſty, the 
25 and fears of mankind would preſently 
induce them to inſtitute rites, and ceremo- 
nies, and other acts of devotion ſuitable to 
thoſe properties of the calf, wherein the re- 
ſemblance was ſuppoſed to conſiſt. | 

If conſidered as the continual parent and 
producer of all things, a human figure 
ſhould be deemed a more worthy repreſen- 
tation of his attributes, indecent” rites and 
practices would be eſtabliſhed ſignificant of 
ſuch relationſhip. | 

And as every town, or at leaſt every 
country, would be at liberty to fet up the 
golden image of whatſoever might appear 
moſt conformable to their notions of God ; 
and would be changing their religious males 
as fancy might ſuggeſt, reaſon propole, or 
exigence require; diſtant ee unac- 
quainted with their original meaning, would 


receive the virtuous 2 of religion veiled 
under 


N * 4 — 9 * 
x N mY * » Up 
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under a fn. vſtical clothing, obſeured by re- 
pe Medion and conceived” in em- 

ems far above tlie apprehenſions of 
common capacities; and vices of every 
kind and a which either cor- 
rupted and peryerted laws could bring in, 
or ingenuity perceive. to have the leaſt 
diftant analogy to the ſecret operations of 
nattire, recommended to them under the 
fanction of being acceptable oblations at 
the ſhrmes of their no longer emblematical, 
but Kal; "local, tutelary deities. 

It is moreover reaſonable to uppole, 
that every. nation would ſet up that repre- 
Keiitation Which would be moſt apt to call 
to their remembrance thoſe advantages, 
which the God of nature had in a * 
culiar manner inidulged them With. 

Onde diſtrict, where tillage was · particu- 


* * 9 . 


lirlF attended to, would naturally imagine 


one ching to be a proper emblem of that 
indulgent Being, which gaye them the 
former and the latter rain in their ſeaſon. 
Another diſtrict, abounding in paſturage, 
woule: a8 men think fomcthing elſe 
more characteriſtic“ 
290 8 And 


( 1I. ) 
And a third, concerned in maritime 
affint would. with equal propriety adopt 
a form different from either of che pres 
cedin g. | 
But who has has conſi deredghow ſoon hw 
become blindly prejudiced. in favor of their 
native places and cuſtoms ; how apt they 
are to Hook upon themſelves as the favo- 
rites of heaven; how confined and indliſtinct 
the notions. are, which. the generality are 
able to attain to in ſpiritual matters, and 
how little ſcrupulous: as to evidence; does 
not eaſily perceive, that in the courſe of an 
age or two different repreſentations of the 
Almighty muſt of neceſſity beget partial 
conceptions of him ; and y_ partial con- 
ceptions muſt of neceſſity break in upon 
the idea of his unity and infinity, and make 
an eaſy way not only for the notion of par- 
ticular nations 3 under the tutelage of 
deities ſubordinate tothe one ſupreme, but, 
in the end, of the ſupremacy aud — 
dance of each?) 
ut however this be; the Fr on that 
at our Saviour's coming into the world, 
ilts eſtabliſhed en every ination 


Bart ud 2 under 


under heaven (Judæa excepted) was an 
abſolute farrago of the groſſeſt idolatry. 
It is not an eaſy matter to determine the 
preciſe time when this abuſe in religious 
worſhip firſt began; but however, ſo early 
as the ſettlement of the children of Iſrael 
in the land of Canaan, mention is made by 
Joſhua (xxiv. 14, 15.) not only of the 
gods of Egypt, and n 
whoſe land they dwelt, but of the gods, 
which their fathers ſerved who dwelt on 
the other ſide of the flood; and theſe 
gods are ſpoken of by him in manifeſt 
contradiſtinction to that, which he and 
his houſe were determined to ſerve. From 
which teſtimony it is evident that the 
rorſſup of ſubordinate deities was univer- 
ſally received at the time of the Exode, 

and in all ili nerall 
more than —— — * — 
| But, from the circurnſtance of 
Terah being the only one of the anceſtors 

of Abram 3 as a treſpa ſſer in this 
way, from Abram's converſations with 
the kings of and Canaan concern 
ing —_ * and n ee of e 
bleſſing 
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" 13 
bleſſing which he received from Melclu- 
zedeck, it is reaſonable to conclude, that 
though the infection had indeed ſpread 
nel far and wide, it was attended only 
with the ſymptoms of a young diforder. 
However it afterward acquired a degree of 
malignancy and inveteracy, to effect a cure 
of which, every candid perſon muſt con- 
fels, exceeded the {kill and abilities of 
but the divine phyſician. 

Vet what could have been done more 
for the world, that bad eien 
done? 

Were bed to be commiſſioned, ard 
ſent among them with inſtructions to in- 
form them of the evil of their ways and 
their wanderings in the paths of 'death'# 
— the father of the n had been 

preacher of the Tighteouſneſs to the old 
5 and as the men of thoſe days, 
notwithſtanding all his entreaties and all 
his denunciations, continued to live in 
rioting and wickedneſs until the flood came 
and drowned them; ſo likewiſe had they 
now; either totally forgot or groſly contra- 
n all the affectionate — 


S414 444 
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614) 
2 with which he muſt be ſuppoſed- to have 
* ſent them into the lands of Aer diſperſion. 


This being actually the caſe; what hope 
was there, that they would pay any re- 
gard to en of "les e and con- 
fideration ? 53 755 in 2 1/7 hNm o! 
„Was he to- — nd his ſigns and 
wonders among them, as | heretofore. at 
Babel, declaring his almighty power and 
godhead by fury poured out and a ſtretched 
out arm? Theſe indeed had their efficacy 
9 hilſt diſobedience and obſtinacy were 75 
= | reigning crimes, but with exception only 
„ of a very few perſons, and thoſe perhaps 
A not entirely ſree from the imputation, they 
. bad upon d hoe univerſally ingrafigt ſome 
3 other of idolatry; ſuch mani- 
feſtations of Providence wi would 
have. put ſent them with g greater fervor 
and devotion to the altars GK their pre- 
tended deities, and confirmed cher more 


ſttongly in their adopted errors... | 
d Should he have ſent a — * el. 
tilence among them, a ſecond flood, or 


e other: Zadgment to have ſwept away 


Y Jaan and the remembrance of his wick- 
A ; ur edneſs 


©] . = — 0 ' _ * * * þ . l * Oo * x "bb K 
4 \ \ \ * 1 - . 7 5 
y — 3 bk "7% FOE 
L 48” | ö 
SK. | vu 9 


4 A 
1 


0831} "1 

edneſs from off the earth? beſides; that 
fuch dealings are inconſiſtent with his ex- 
cellence in wiſdom and power, the God of 
truth had faid, 7 will not Tun nr _ 
earth for man's ſake. | E 

Should he ſegregate a back: 10 
to be his choſen, his pec le ? 
where Was that tribe ſo n . 
and virtue, the ſelection of which might 
not have ufforded to ſucceeding generations 
room for accuſing the Lord of heaven and 
cafth of :partiality, eruelty and injuſticeꝰ 

Thus all che probable, all 010 obvious 
means of bringing men back again to a 
true ſenſe of their duty were exhauſted, 
and they muſt have continued for ever 
under the dominion' of ignorance and ſin, 
had not God, whoſe mercy is over all his 
works, ſtretched forth his helping hand to 
deliver ſuceeeding generations from a ſtate 
ſo derogatory; ſo AT tothe ends oftheir 
creation. fo £7! Is OJ 

To this * a ve ſingular mani- 
feſtation of Noni 2 was ſet on 
foot; a method of executing the ſcheme 
of redemption, which carrying along with 
—_ it 


8 . ** . \ of d 4 * 
* > 


it undeniable tokens of a divine intention, 
and ſelecting for its inſtrument the perſoh 
then in the world moſt worthy of ſuch 
diſtinction, and perpetuall throwing him 
and his e — admirably 
contrived to make them and their religion 
R well known, left the almighty 
clear of all blame, when the inhabitants 
of the earth having ceaſed to worſhip him 
and him only in ſpirit and m truth, were 


delivered up to their on e ke ima- 
e en of evil ſpirits ; 
under their dominion to continue upwards 
of two thouſand years, faſt bound in the 
ſufficiently eat of the bread of folly, and 
drank of the gall of diſobedience ; till the 


time was come, pointed at through a long 
chain of 1 and gracious acts of Pro- 


vidence,when the covenant of reconciliation 
and reſtoration ſhould be made known un- 
to all nations, when the ſun of r1 
neſs ſhould appear to be a light to re- 
ST 109% to Dean N: 100) 
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( 17 ) 
The incarnation of this glorious bleſſing 
was derived from the ſtock of Abram ; 
to the excellence of whoſe character even 
. hirtſelf condeſcended to bear teſti- 
: And no wonder the God of truth 
IF equity ſhould look down with plea- 
ſure and approbation upon a man, fingly 
maintaining the cauſe of true religion 
againſt a whole world ſinking into idolatry, 
| ſt his kindred, nay againſt his father's | 
houſe. / In perſevering in the uprightneſs of 
his prides and oppoſing himſelf to the 
deluſions, intereſts and weakneſſes of his 
contemporaries, he muſt of neceſſity have 
been diſappointed and debarred of many 
advantages, have led with many ad- 
verſities, and become the object of much 
hatred and contempt: Have been eſteemed 
a ſetter forth of new Gods by the multi- 
tude, a mover of ſedition by the rulers, 
an eſtabliſher of pure doctrines and pure 
Practices every where ſpoken againſt by the 
. in wiſdom and vain philoſophy. 
e had therefore no where to find that 
of, bu which 1s. the intended portion 


but from within, * a conſcience 
G void 


618.) 
void of offence toward God and toward man, 
and from his hopes full of immortality; 
yet did he preſerve his faith and allegiance 
inviolable, unattainted. Eminent and af- 
flicted piety like this could not Pub | 
elcape the notice of God. 

T Ne time, when the Meſſiah ſhould 
come into the world, ſtood fixed; the 
manner of bringing on that event, was to 
be determined by the circumſtances of the 
times, and the finding out a man of 
fidelity and uprightneſs fit to be entruſted 
with the man on of ſo great ſalvation, 
one who would command his children and 
his houſhold after him to keep the way 
and obſerve the directions of the Almighty. 
As a reward for ſuch virtue, and that it 
might be eſtabliſhed as well as compleated 
in righteouſnefs, the particular method of 
fulklling the promiſes and proſecuting. the 
— — of mankind ſtood as it were 
ſuſpended, to be the invaluable inberitance, 
the glorious and diſtinguiſhing lot of his 

poſterity, whoſe faith, truſt and unſhaken 
confidence in God, evidenced on all oc- 
caſions by a ready and * Ina, 

do 
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to his will, might, notwithſtanding ſome 
inevitable failures on the fide. of human 
nature, be imputed to him for righteouſ- 
neſs. | 
Of ſuch a diſpoſition Abram was ob- 

ſerved to be, and therefore God appointed 
him to this great truſt : And to give him 
an opportunity of knowing the ſincerity, 
the reality of his zeal in the cauſe of truth ; 

to demonſtrate to the world that he was 
worthy of the appointment; to draw him 
from his preſent connections and embarraſs- 
ments, and thereby to render his intended 
grandeur and felicity eaſier of execution; 
the God of glory ſaid unto him, pet thee a out 
of thy country,” and from thy kindred, and 
. thy- father's houſe; if thou wilt do 
this, if thou wilt forego the pleaſures and 
honors which might reaſonably be ex- 
pected from continuing among thy kindred 
and conforming to their ſentiments, if 
thou haſt reſolution enough not only to 
declare againſt but to renounce thy father's 
Gods, and of conſequence to quit his 
houſe; if inſtead of wer, r this 


8 © xii. 
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occaſion to ſome other part of Chaldza, 
thou wilt entirely withdraw thyſelf from 


by native country and the obligations due 


to it from a ſubject; and get tbee into a 
land that I will ſhew thee, where thou 
oweſt no allegiance, / where thou wilt 
therefore be at liberty to enter into any 
compact, to make any political ſtipulations 
that times and circumſtances may require; 
if thou wilt give ſuch an inſtance of thy 
confidence in me, and put thyſelf ſo far 
under my an and N I * 
not only in the 

Firſt place, ads of thee a great nation, 
and ble 1 thee, and male thy name great, 
and thy preſence an apparent bleſſing to 
every where thou ſhalt have occaſion 
to ſojourn ; I will not only raiſe thy poſte - 
rity to be upon a level with'other nations 
in number and power, and make them 
become great and happy after the uſual 
methods by which other nations and other 
names become great, by which other peo» 
ple become happy: Then and they ſhall 
not only experience the | bleſſings of my 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, in my care of you, Iwill mani- 
feſt an extraordinary degree of concern; for 
whereas, according to the general mode of 
divine government eſtabliſhed in the world, 
judgment is executed in ſuch a manner, that 
individuals and nations are frequently per- 
mitted to ſuffer exceedingly by doing real 
acts of kindnefs, in order to puniſh them 


for ſome paſt or preſent, or to prevent ſome | 


future ill- conduct; and others again, for 
ſimilar reaſons, are allowed for a conſider- 
able time to go on and proſper 1 in violence 
and injuſtice; on the contrary, Iwill take 
upon me the particular management of your 
affairs, I will be your King as well as 


God ; and as other kings are wont to act 


— they have it in their power, I will 
at the inſtant that you receive favors or in- 
juries from your neighbours, afſuredly * b/e/s 
them that bleſs. you, and curſe bim that 


curſeth you ; and by theſe immediate ex- 


ertions of my care bring the fear of E 
and the dread of you upon all people. And 


(a) In the following the Jewiſh Theocracy is ſuppoſed to 
be included in this part Pe the promiſe, and to have — 


conditionally from Wan period bur not to have been ratified and 
made irrevocable. till * — oovenant of circumcifion, When the 
pane fog ol it 7 be more particularly conſidered, 


Thirdly, 


( 22 ) 
* "Thirdly, to juſtify theſe my proceedings 
with regard to you, and the frequent in- 
terpoſitions that muſt be made in your 
favor; be it known to thee, that I have 
looked down from the habitation of my 
Holineſs to ſee, if there were any that 
would underſtand, and ſeek after God; 
but they are all gone out of the way, they 
are corrupt and become abominable; they 
worſhip they know not what, and their 
fooliſh hearts are thereby ſo darkened, 
that they have changed the glory of 
the incorruptible nature into an image 
made hke unto corruptible man, to 
birds, and four-footed beaſts, and creeping 
things; and as one evil, is by the righteous 
and unerring tendency of my laws, ever 
ogra of a worſe, ſeeing they do not 
tke- to retain me in their knowledge, I 
have given them over to the natural con- 
ſequences of an eſtranged mind, which 
is, the committing wickedneſs with gree- 
dineſs ; that ſo likewiſe they may receive 
that recompence of their error which is 
meet. But however they ſhall not by in- 
dulging their own vain imaginations, by 

r neglecting 
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neglecting or forgetting, their Creator, by 
ignorantly or wickedly confounding good 
and evil, defeat for ever the purpoſes of 
theirexiſtence. For thee have I obſerved 
to be a juſt man and perfect in thy genera- 
tion, and to have walked with thy God: 
Thee likewiſe I know to be a man that 
wilt command thy children and thy 
houſhold after thee to keep the way of the 
Lord, to do juſtice and judgment; out 
of thee therefore, in remembrance of the 
mercy. which I promiſed to your firſt pa- 
rents, ſhall ariſe the Star, which ſhall re- 
ſtore light and deliverance to the ſons of 
men who fit in darkneſs and the ſhadow: 
of death; and in thee ſhall all the families, 
all the kindreds, all the\nationsof the earth 
be _ bleſſed. This is the grand purpoſe 
which I have in view, and which I mean 
to effect, by rewarding. thy fidelity with 
the higheſt honors ſpiritual and temporal 
wk can poſſibly be conferred upon a mor- 
Theſe with ſome latitude of paraphraſe, 
are the articles of this remarkable covenant. 
(a) Gen. xvii. 19, 


What 


— 

; What Abram was required to do on 
this occaſion is plain and obvious. 
The language too in the firſt condition 
ſtipulated on the part of God is exceeding 
clear, and the event contluſively epi 
t 

her" SScond will be more particularly 
conſidered in another lac. 
And as to the third \ which i is the foun- 
dation of all the preceding, what more 


need be faid in confirmation of the ſenſe 


given to it above ? the ter pretation « car- 
ries along with 1 it its' own evidence! 9 

For to what now ſhould this covenant, 
in which all the families of the earth were 
to be bleſſed, refer, but to that of grace? 
for the call of Abram being antecedent 
to his temptations, no better reaſon can 
be gien of his being fo diſtinguiſhed a 
favorite of Heaven, than his full truſt 
and confidence in the promiſe of God 
made to Adam; with which it was im- 


E he ſhould be unacquainted, after 


ving lived fifry- eight years contem- 


Ee deſcended for and being in a dire& 
deſcended from Shem the righteous 


branch ; 


625) 


; EW in ſhort, no other reaſon can be 


given, om his belief in that fi e 
covenant, whilſt the reſt of the world 

haps looked upon it as a refined and A 
tic tale, or at beſt, conſidered it as far 1 2a 


out of their fight, and at too great a 


diſtance to be a principle of action; than 
his being from hence, beyond all others 
his equals, prepared to underſtand and diſ- 
poſed to execute the will of God, when- 


ever it ſhould be made known to him. 


And if the covenant between God and 


Abram be further looked into, it will evi- 
dently appear, that his being the Father of 


many nations, a temporal bleſſing, could 


not poſſibly be the thing ſolely or even 
principally underſtood in it. For what 


then could juſtify the Lord of Heaven in 


ſo partial a diſtribution, or ſuch and ſo many 
divine interpoſitions, to advance the in- 


tereſts, and feed the ambition of one man, 
or even one nation of men, however emi- 


nent for piety, however excellent in know- 


ledge ? or who could imagine, that all the 


families of the earth would think it great 


cauſe of joy to be enliſted under the ban- 


-D ners 
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ners of Judæa for the ſupreme advan- 
cement of a nation hated and abhorred, 
an hiſſing and abomination unto all peo- 
ple? nor is it more probable, that they 
would unite to make themſelves one peo- 
ple under any one temporal ſovereign; this 
is a bleſſing, that all the families of the 
earth would, if left to themſelves, chooſe 


to decline. 


But if the explanation already given 
be deemed a juſt one, the time and event 
of the call, will not only ſhew the true 
nature of this covenant, its ſpirituality and 
extent, but oblige every candid enquirer 
to glorify the equity of God, as much in 
ths ſcheme of redemption, as in that of 
creation: for it will then be ſeen, that the 
maintenance of true religon, and the tranſ- 
miſſion of God's promiſes, were the occa- 
ſion of his being called to the work of ſal- 


vation; and that the holy Patriarch was 


rewarded with a numerous poſterity, 
and temporal poſſeſfions, at once to recom- 
pence his ſingular integrity, and at the 
ſame time to prepare a peo Ie for the re- 
ception of a goſpel, grounded on the pre- 


cedent 
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cedent knowledge of one God, the father 
of all: A goſpel of that reaſonable and 
ſpiritaal nature, of that peaceable and 
gentle diſpoſition, as to draw half its evi- 
dence from the word of prophecy, and the 
inquiſitive expectations of its firit hearers: 
Which could not well therefore make its 
firſt appearance among any but a peculiar 
On we gs. at be depotned the 
oracles of God : Of that worth, dignity, 
and univerſality, as to juſtify every ſeeming 
ality, every ſignal interpoſition of 
wine Providence in favor of Abram's 
poſterity: Of that heavenly diſpoſition 
and ſovereignty, as to make its dominion 
a bleſſing indeed: A bleſſing in which in- 
creaſe of numbers, of neceſſity creates in- 
Theſe promiſes of God therefore made 
to Abram, could not but be underſtood 
by him in this double ſenſe: Iſe was 
likewiſe apprized, that the fooliſhneſs of 
God is ſuperior to the wiſdom of men; 
and that in many of his great acts of 
Providence, he makes uſe of the, weak 
things, of this world to confound the 


ſtrong, | 


( 28 ) 


ſtrong, of the ſimple to confound the wile, 
that the man of earth may be no more 
exalted againſt him ; that the proud in 
his devices and machinations may be ob- 
liged to confeſs, that furely there 1s a God 
that governeth in the affairs of mankind: 
Elſe what hope was there, what ſemblance 
of likelihood, that a ſtranger, unfriended, 
nay, amidſt a multitude of enemies, ſhould 
ever arrive at any pitch of greatneſs; 
ſhould not as he proſpered and grew for- 
midable among them, be facrificed to the 
reſentments, the jealouſies, or intereſts of 
the natives? Yet Abram, depending upon 
the faithfulneſs of him that had promiſed, 
againſt hope believed in hope, and accep- 
ted the engagement upon the condition 
propoſed, viz, that of departing from his 
native country. And he moreover awak- 
ened his father to ſuch a proper ſenſe of 
the divine call by his repeated aſſurances, 
admonitions, and remonſtrances, that the 
old man (whom it is evident, nothing but 
a thorough conviction of his ſon's acting 
under the divine directions, could poſſibly 
have induced, at his advancedtime' of life, 


"101 

to become an adventurer in ſuch -an ha- 
zardous undertaking) was prevailed upon to 
take a leading part in this emigration; for 
Terah took * Abram his ſon, and Lot the 
ſon of Haran, his ſon's ſon, and Sarat his 
daughter in law, his ſon Abram's wife; and 
they went forth with them from Urof the 
Chaldees, to go into the land of Canaan; 
In their way thither, they came to Haran in 
Meſopotamia; from whence, after ſome 
reſidence and the . burial of Terah, the 
two Kinfmen, with all the fubſtance they 
had gathered, and with all the ſlaves born 
in their houſe, or bought with their 
money, and all the proſelytes they had 
made in Haran, proceeded on their jour- 
ney into the land of promiſe; whither 
being come, Abram, deſirous of taking a 
furvey of the country, travelled through 
the fand until he approached Sechem 
where, finding a tribe of Canaanites in quiet 
poſſeſſion of their late encroachments upon 
the portion of the ſons of Shem, and not 
well diſpoſed to receive him and his com- 
pany within the walls of the city, he 

paſſed 


(a) Gen. xi. 37. 
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paſſed on to the oaks of Moreh ; in which 
foreſt, protected from inſult by the num- 
ber and good appointment of his retinue, 
he took up his abode ſome time, and 
built an altar to the Lord ; who ap 
ing to him there, had faid, * unto thy feed 
will I give this land. 

For though Abram's faith was of 
that eminence as to entitle him to the 
ſingular appellation of the ® friend of God, 


yet did the diſcouraging ap te of 
the country require this revelation from 


God, as well IE convince the Patriarch of 
the certainty of his future ſettlement in it, 
as to mark out the preciſe tract allotted for 
that purpoſe. 

From the neighbourhood of Sechem, he 
removed. to a mountain on the eaſt of Be- 
thel ; and pitched his tent, having Bethel 
on the we, and Hai on the cat; and 
there likewiſe, in purſuance of his holy er- 
rand, he built an altar unto the. Lord, and 
called upon. the name of the Lord. And 


from Bethel, he was going by eaſy ſtages 
do take an accurate view of the ſouthern 


(a) Gen. Xl, 7. (b) Jam. ii. 23. 
Parts 
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parts of the country, when the appearance 
of a grievous famine in the land determined 
him, by forced and precipitate marches, to 
make the beſt of his way into Egypt. 

Where he had a fignal opportunity of 
obſerving the interpoſition of Providence 
in his favor. For being thus compelled 
to put himſelf into the power of a“ jea- 
lous and arbitrary government, with a view 
to his perſonal ſafety, he had prevailed 
upon his wife to paſs for © his ſiſter at the 
court of Pharaoh; where hecould have no 
doubt, but his abrupt mroadand gallantſhew 
would oblige them both to appear and give 
an account of themſelves; and where hke- 
wiſe he had every reaſon in the world to 
apprehend, that the beauties of her perſon 
would cut off all probability, all hope of 
pardon from the © priſoner of ſtate who 


(b) That it deſerved the character here given it, appears from 
what happened very ſoon after to Jacob's ſons on their firſt going 
into Egypt. For though nothing more was meant by their brother 
Joſeph, than to try whether they were ſorry for the — 

formerly been guilty of, or whether they had done to Benja- 
min as they had intended to do to himſelf, yet the treatment they 
met with not feem to have been conſidered as à thing unuſual 
by any of the parties. 

(a Ges. hay but that of his be f 
[d) No other fu tion, -but that of his being in a fituati 

ing like 1 well account for his —＋ 23 
the hands of Pharaoh, even as his ſiſter only. 
ſhould 


N 
ſhould paſs for her huſband: It being 
much to be feared, that an Egyptian king, 
though not licentious or impious enough 
to commit wilful adultery, might think 
himſelf fully authorized to gratify his libi- 
dinous inclinations at the expence of a life, 
in ſome meaſure forfeited to the uſage of 

his dominions. Which equivocal pro- 
ceeding, being upon the point of bringing 
her 1 into a ſituation ſufficiently diſhonorable 
in itſelf, but which would have been very 
| particularly ſo in the intended mother of 
the choſen ſeed ; God therefore, as the 
ſpecial promoter of Abram's fortunes, to 
prevent this infamy; and as the protector 
of the harmleſs and needy, to puniſh the 
atrages of power ; immediately plagued 
Pharach 's houſe with ſuch plagues, and 
in ſo particular a manner, that the 
king, immediately ſenſible for what cauſe, 
and by whom they were ſent, was glad 
to. diſmiſs Abram. from his preſence and 
dominions immediately, without taking 
any thing from him by way of compenſa- 
tion for the diſorders inflicted on the 
women, or commutation for the remitted 
8 forfeiture; 
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forſeiture ; reproving him only for having 
dealt ſo difingenuouſly with him: And 
leaving him with ſhame and confuſion of 
face, to admire the goodneſs and ſeverity 
of God; who in conſideration of that 
diffidence and infirmity, which muſt at 
times beſet the worthieſt of mankind, 
rele: the life of the huſband, and the 
onor of the wife ; but inſtantly defeated 
the intention of loitering in Egypt, to 
chaſtiſe the preſumption which had dared 
to quit the land of promiſe, without an 
expreſs declaration from Heaven; and when 
the circumſtances attending the famine 
there, were not ſo grievous as to authorize 
the interpreting them into ſuch a declara- 
tion. n 
For upon leaving Egypt, he returned 
rich in caitle, in ſilver and in gold, to the 
place where his tent had been at his firſt 
coming into the land of Canaan, between 
Bethel and Hai: A plain proof that it 
was inconvenience, or perhaps only violent 
curioſity, and not extreme neceſſity, which 
had put him upon that ſelf-willed ſcheme. 
And Lot alſo, who accompanied him, had 
= likewiſe 


* 


F 
likewiſe flocks, and herds, and tents. Their 


ſubſtance indeed was ſo great, that the 


land was not able to bear them, that they 
might dwell together ; and this ſcantineſs 
of provender produced ſuch contentions 
between their Be that the Kinſmen 
found themſelves under the diſagreeable 
neceſſity of ſeparating from each other, as 
well to prevent thoſe tumults for the future, 
as the diminution of their reputation and 
conſequence in the eyes cf the Canaanite 
and Perizzite. Yet no ſooner was Lot 
permitted by the condeſcenſion of Abram 
to remove either to the right hand or left 
of the land, but he was determined in his 
choice, by the proſpect he had of all the 
plain of Fordan, which he obſerved to be 
well watered, and in every reſpect a per- 
te& paradiſe. Lot therefore, invited by 
the fertility of the country, without regard 
had to -the manners of the inhabitants, 


who - were wicked, and ſinners before the 


Lord exceedingly, journeyed eaſt, and 
pitched. bis tent toward Sodom; but the 
more diſintereſted and circumſpe&t Abram 
continued in the land of Canaan. 
Os T However, 


—— 4d * 


ne 
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However, leſt the latter ſhould be diſ- 
couraged by. this N and become 
too apprehenſive that the increaſe of his 
riches, and the diminution of his ſtrengt! 
might become a temptation to his pawer- 
ful neighbours, and bring upon him the 
deſtruction of his funily an bis hopes; 
or leſt he ſhould fear that a more ads un- 
tageous ſituation might give his nephew's 
poſterity an aſcendancy over his own, the 
Lord appeared, and graciowly | repeated 
that part of his promiſes to him, which 
. the podleſſian ok the Und of 

„„ 
In conſequence of this, he ventured to 
remove his tent; and he came and dwelt 
in the plain of Mamre, which is. in Hebron, 
and built there an altar to the Lord. 
Where he had not reſided very long, be- 
fore the Almighty furniſhed him with a 
glorious opportunity, not only of quaſuing 
any evil intentions which his neighbours 
might poſſibly have, entertained againſt 


him, but of ingratiating himſelf exceedingly 


with the princes and people of the whole 
country, bo For about this time it Was, 
1 n 


= 
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that Berab king of Sodom, Birſha king of 
Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, She- 
meber king of Zeboiu, and the king of 
Zoar threw off the yoke, which the king 


of Elam had about twelve years before, 


* 


impoſed upon them. In the fourteenth, 


Chedorlaomer having got together an army 
compoſed of Babylonians, and other Tri- 
butaries, whoſe lands lay neareſt thoſe of 
the revolted princes, fell upon the territo- 
ries of the Ling of Zeboim, and ſinote 
the Rephaims in Afbteroth Karnaim, the 
Zuzims in Ham, and Emims in Shaveb 
Kiriathaim ; and proceeding ſouthward, 
he plundered the country of the king of 
Zoar, and even {mote his ſubjects, he 
Horites in their mount Scir, as far as El- 


daran, which is by the wilderneſs near 
Beerſhieba when returning directly back, 
he came to Enmiſhpat, which is Kadeſh ; 
from whence taking his rout through 
Sodom, he /mote all the country of. the 
Amalekites, and alſo the Amorites | that 
dwelt in Hazezontamar ; not far from 


which place northward, was he vale of 


Siddim; where he found the confederate 


mare 
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kings, with their forces aſſembled together, 
and ready to give him battle; upon which 
occaſion Chedorliomer and the Kings that 
were with him obtaining a compleat vic- 
tory, they entered the gates of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and ſeized upon all the maga- 
zines of proviſiohs' and warhke ſtores ; 
when having reduced thie country to obe- 
dience, they went their way, carrying 
along with them an immenſe booty: 
Amongſt other things, they unjuſtly 
ſeized upon the goods and perſon of 
Lot, who was but a ſojourner in Sodom, 
and does not appear” to have taken any 
part in the fewölt.. Sor 
And there came one that Bll eſcaped, 
and told Abram the Hebrew," for be dwelt 
in the plain of Mamre' the Amorite, fome> 
what to the weſt of the rout which the 
conquerors had taken; and when Abram 
heard that his brother's ſon was taken cap 
tive, he then underſtood that it was Per. 
mitted him to declare againſt thoſe pow 
erful invaders, for that God had curſed 
— ne therefore with 5 — buntred 
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and eighteen trained ſervants born in 
his houſe, and the trained ſervants of 
Eſhcol and Aner his confederates, im- 
mediately ſet out after the ravagers, and 
came upon them by ſurprize at Dan, a 
town ſituated in the northermoſt bor- 
ders of — Galilee; where dividing his 
little army, and making his attack by night 
in four ſeveral quarters at once, he threw 
the enemy into ſuch conſternation and ir- 
retrievable confuſion, that, notwithſtanding 
the ſuperiority, of their numbers, he ſmote 
em ang and purſued them as far as Hobah ; 
and then left the fugitives to find their 
way home through the plains of Da- 
maſcus. But he brought back all the ſpoil, 
and alſo brougbt again his J Lat, 
and bis goods, and tbe WOmen a Yo, and tbe 
people. 
; Upon. his return in ine the king 
of Sodom went out to meet him at the 

of Shaveh to make him in the name 
of himſelf and his allies a preſent of all 
1 „with 
reſervation only of the perſons of = re· 


covered captives; j Abram however declined 
1. 


% 
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( 39 ) | 
the acceptance of this princely offer on 
account of his engagement with God ; of 
which engagement he took the preſent 
favorable opportunity of making an open 


and public avowal; for, ſays He, I have 


lifted up my hand unto the Lord, the moſt 
high God, the poſſeſſor of heaven and earth, 
that Twill not take from a thread even to a ſhoe 
latchet,and that Iwill not take any thing that 
is thine, left thou, or any one elſe (God 
himſelf excepted) ſhould fay 7 have made 
Abram rich. But though in compliance with 
my expectations from above, and at the 


ſame time to convince you, that it could 


not be the deſire of being enriched by the 
diſtreſſes of my neighbours, but the 
obligations merely of charity and juſtice, 
which put me upon this us ex- 
pedition; though for theſe reaſons it be 
neceſſary for me to make this declaration, 
yet 1s it to be underſtood with exception 
of that which the young men have eaten, 
and of that which the men that went with 
me have a cuſtomary right to e 3 
reſolutions which regard Mow Fore 
in this affair, ought not to be binding 
ee upon 


— * — 
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upon them. Let Aner, Ejhcol, and 
Mamre take their portion. 


And this deliverance of five kingdoms 
and his brother's family from the fury and 
depredations of the Perſians, with a force 
conſiſting only of his own houſhold and 
the ſervants * two neighbouring lords, 


ſo plainly diſcovered him to be under the 


immediate protection of Providence to 


Melchizedeck, king of Salem, that the 
old monarch, (prieſt likewiſe of the 


moſt high God, and conſequently 1 in ſome 


degree acquainted with the promiſes of a 
future redemption) awakened by Abram's 


| 2 and the ſucceſs attendant upon 


s actions undertaken in conſequence of 
theſe pretenſions, acknowledged him to 


be the perſon ſet apart for the miniſtration 


of ſalvation, by bleſſing him, and requir- 


ing of him the tenth of che oils. 


But though the Lord from heaven, and 
his miniſters on earth, gave ample teſti- 


mony to the certainty of his future pro- 
ſperity, though ſucceſs and honor atten- 
- ted all his ſteps, yet was his faith and 
e {ill kept to the extremity of 


trial. 
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trial. His earneſt defire of ſeeing the heir, 
the pledge of the promiſes, he could not 
forbear expreſſing, when upon his return 
home, diſpirited and impatient on this 
account, the word of the Lord came to 

him from ſome viſible appearance of the 
| - Shechinah, or ſome ſenftble token of the 
preſence of the Divine Glory, * laying, fear . 
not Abram, thou haſt well done in having 
relied ſo far upon my protection, as to ven- 
ture upon the redemption. of thy brother's 
ſon from ſlavery; be under no appre- 
henſion about the reſentment of thoſe 
mighty kings; for J am thy ſhield ; and 
in the late inſtance, thou haſt ſeen with 
W what care I watch over thee for thy good . 
from this circumſtance therefore, be fur- 
ther affured, that thou ſhalt be no loſer by 
having from principle refuſed the wages 
of unrighteouſneſs; for I will indeed fulfil 
my promiſes,andata proper ſeaſon be thy ex- 
ceeding great reward; unleſs by thy doubts 
and miſgivings thou break the engagement 
on thy part, and oblige me to look out 
elſewhere for an inſtrument of metey. 


ta) Gen. xv. 1. 


A 8 
To 


TS.) 
To which gracious overtures, Abram 
peeviſhly replied, Lord God, what wilt 
thou give me? Or how will all thou canſt 
beſtow contribute to my greater happineſs, 
ſeeing that inſtead of having ſeed in which 
F might behold an earneſt of my own im- 
mortality, and through which all the fami- 
lies of the eatth might be bleſſed, I go 
childleſs, and the fleward of iy hc # is 
this Eliezer of Damaſcus ? Beſides, I am 
myſelf growing old and full of days, and the 
armed ſervants born in my Bolle are only 
three hundred and eighteen in number, 
there is not therefore the leaſt probability 
of becoming ſovereign of this country in 
my own perſon: Nor is my proſpect at 
all mended in the hopes of having chil- 
dren to inherit the honors of that kind 
which, thou haſt mentioned, for behold 10 
me thou haſt given no ſeed, neither am 
L in a way to have any; ſo that accordin 
to the cuſtom of theſe parts, the child o 
my oldeſt ſervant, one born in my houſe, is 
mw _- ce" EF | 
Aud lebold the word of the Lord came 
Wh him, ſaying ; this ſball not be thine 


heir, 


1437 
heir, but he that ſhall come forth out of 
thine 977 bowels, ſhall be thine heir : And 
incredible as it begins to a to thee, 
thy ſeed ſhall W 8 the fars of heaven 
for multitude, | 

Upon thele freſh aſſurances, be believed 
in the Lord ; his ſuſpicions being entirely 
removed, and his hopes effectually con- 
firmed by them; and the Lord ſeeing that 
his faith might be counted unto bim for 
rigbteouſneſi, that his heart was now pre- 
pared, and even impatient to receive fur 
ther information in divine matters, aid 
unto him; I am the Lord, Sovereign Diſ- 
poſer of things in heaven and things in 
earth; that called thee in particular from 
the midſt of an idolatrous nation, a peo- 
ple devoted to the worſhip of my creature 
the Sun as ſupreme, and Fire its repreſen- 
tative; that brought thee out of Ur of the 
Chaldees, to give tbee this land, in it to 
plant a worthy colony: Now God is not 
a man that he ſhould lie, or the fon of man, 
that be ſhould repent ; my word is paſt, 
therefore with patience wait for the ac- 
compliſhment of it : For though I know 

1 e the 
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the Canganites, with very few exceptions, 
to be a b naughty generation; and in con- 
ſequence of uſing fecret ceremonies, and 
revelling in ſtrange rites, to be guilty of 
murder, theft, perjury, defiling of ſouls, 
changing of kind, diſorder in marriages, 
and ſhameleſs e ; (the wor A 
ing of idols not to be named, being the be- 
gining, the cauſe and end of al evil); 
and though I foreſee that their cogitations 
will never be changed (© for it is a curſed 
ſced); yet to deſtroy the righteous with 
the 2 5 that be far from me; or even 
to 33 the wicked without deliberation, 
giving them time and place for. re- 
pentance that be far from me ; the Lord 
of heaven and earth muſt do right. 
Wherefore, inftead of executing vengeance 
ſuddenly upon them, it will be neceſſary 
to warn them, by utting them in remem- 
brance wherein hey have offended, that 
fuch as have any of the incorruptible ſpirit 
fe! in them, may = * eir 
wickednefs, and believe in me. It ſhall 
be thy bulinefs therefore, to build altars 


[d) See Wild. chap, xii, and xiv, (e Gen. ix. 254 1 
in 
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in all places where thou ſojourneſt, and to 
raiſe up an holy nation, a royal prieſthood, 
that may ſhew forth the praiſes of him 
who called them out of darkneſs into mar- 
vellous light, and offer up ſpiritual facri- 
fices acceptable to me. Which things, 
together with the confuſions introduced 
into every department of life, by their 
abominations, ſhall be a ſign unto the 
Canaanites, and a teſtimony againſt them : 
For if they will not be reformed by theſe 
corrections, wherein I dally with them, 
they ſhall afterward feel a judgment worthy 

of God. | 
Now the grant of this land to Abram, 
(which implied that he, his poſterity at 
leaſt, were to be employed as inſtruments 
in puniſhing this moſt abandoned and 
profligate race of people, as well as in 
eſtabliſhing the covenant of grace,) having 
been repeated ſo often, made it natural for 
him at Nan to enquire, what the particular 
circumſtanees in the nature of the diſpen- 
fation were, which made the inheritance 
of the land of Canaan, and that land only, 
ſo abſolutely neceſſary for the carrying it 
& 1 on 
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on, Lord God, ſaus he, ö whereby ſhall 
1 know' that I fall ; _— i 
To ſatisfy his reaſonable cyrioſity, | 
which had hitherto been contented with 
notices conveyed 1 in very general terms; 4 
convince him effectually of the ſingu 
as priety of eſtabliſhing the choſen f. 2 
in t the land of Canaan; 1 it was now become 
pelo Pho! to acquaint him with the deſign 
and yarious fortunes of the Jewiſh ſtate in 
its rauen my 1ts exiſtence and dura- 
* in hy reli pacity. | 
therefore 1 him to take 
a 12 2 of three years old, and a ſhe goat of 
three.years old, and à ram of three years 
plas 99 furile dove; 0nd a young 


8 2 That Ja 5 the meaning of this 


queſtion, will be evident * ee anſwer gi ven to it. 5 
This 5 


(e) The action was enjoined as the conyeyance of 3 
of information 8 5 ip ſtead of words, being of common practice 
pd 


to the actor, f ſomething he had * 1 to know: 


72 early 7 as the force of the following obſervations 
nar er ancient cuſtom, the reader is deſired in the 
h wn Warburton makes uſe of upon r occaſion, 

and 421. vol. 3. Div. Leg. concern- 


ing — origin, ——— 3 varigus modes of Fa i 


it is ſeen, how the 1 3 and giving direc 


2775 . N e inlgd of wonde hae to he 


in the and how, in complignce 

Ml aunty God was pleaſed —2 to — with the holy 
e N 

r pi geon 
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pigeon. Which being all the creatures, 
and the only creatures, afterward made 
uſe of in the law of Moſes, as Cor- 
banim or moſt holy offerings, ſuch as 
were deſigned to figure the ſatisfaction 
which Chriſt was one day to make to God 
for mank ind it may be reaſonably con- 
cluded, from the exact ſimilarity, that 
they were either ordained for this purpoſe 
by God upon the preſent occaſion; or ra- 
ther, having been inſtituted by him upon 
Adam's tranſgreſſion, as oblations poſſeſſed 
of a double holineſs, (being argunients of 
obedience or gratitude, and types of holy 


things to come, ) and having been all along 


known and uſed by the ſons of God, the 
worthier Patriarchs, in this ſenſe; they could 
not but be to Abram, indiſputable and 
fundamental | repreſentations of the true re- 
ligion; and the divine command concem- 
ing them, muſt have been a clear notice 
to him, that he was going to receive ſome 
information relating to that matter. Ac- 
8 cordingly, Abram took unto bim all theſe, 
and divided them in the midſt, and laid 
each piere one againfi another ; where, by 
Dig —— ſlaughter, 
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ſlaughter, and ſhedding the blood of beaſts, 
was figured the expiation of fin, which 
could not be effected but by death and 

effuſion of blood: But the birds divided 
he not ; which little circumſtance in par- 
ticular, coinciding fo exactly with the 

ractice afterward ordained in Leviticus *, 
eaves not a doubt upon the mind, but 
that religion, and religion only, was fi 
nified under theſe types; and as an 440. | 
ditional argument in favor of this notion, 
the birds are afterward comprehended with 
the reſt, under the general name of b car- 
caſes, Bann whence it is plain, he muſt, like 
the moſaic prieſt, have wrung off their 
heads, and cloven them, with the win gs 
thereof, but not quite aſunder. 

And when the fowls came down upon 
the carcaſes, Abram drove them away : 
By which action he was informed, in the 
firſt place, that he himſelf and bis de- 
ſcendants, muſt uſe their utmoſt diligence 
to preſerve their religion holy and unde- 
filed, free from any commixture of pa- 
ganiſm and exert their utmoſt efforts to 


(a) Le 6-47 (b) Gen. xv. 11. (e) Levit. i. 7. 
protect 
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protect it from violence and intruſion. 
And that upon doing their utmoſt upon 
ſuch principles, they, like him, ſhould be 
enabled to drive away annoyance from 
that quarter; for that neither the Ea- 
gles, nor any other inimical emblems of 
Idolatry, ſhould ever deprive them of that 
ſacred depoſit ; that whatever elſe might 
betide them, however oppreſſed they might 
be in other reſpects, their Religion at leaſt 
ſhould eſcape unhurt and entire. Such 
were the affurances he ſeems to have re- 
ceived, in this part of the proceſs, concern- 
ing the chief purpoſe of his call. 

The next ſtep was to ſilence his impor- 
tunity, and to prevent any unreaſonable 
expectations, which he or his poſterity 
might entertain, of acquiring an imme- 
diate ſovereignty over the land, by ac- 
quainting him in expreſs terms, * what 
would be their political condition for a few 
centuries to come. 

To chis end, when tbe ſun was going 
down, a deep ſleep fell upon Abram,” and 


lo, a horror of great darkneſs fell upon 


him : And God ſaid unto Abram, know - 
G f 
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of a ; ſurety, that, leſt thy ſeed by con 
tinuing upon this land, ſhould: forſake 
their own pecularities, and contract the 
manners and principles of this people, they 
ſhall be ſtrangers in a land that is not 
theirs; a land, whoſe people receiving thine 
with every teſtimony of joy and gratitude, 
but holding their profeſſion in abhorrence,) 
ſhall place thy feed by themſelves, in a 
diſtrict abounding with paſturage, and 
every thing elſe that can conduce to the 
multiplication and convenience of an in- 
fant colony ; but after a while; another 
neration rifi which; abs not 
— a -A that thy ad ee 
the means of procuring to their land, and 


afraid of their encreaſing numbers and 


power, ſhall, to wean my people from 
— 0 ack danger dangerous 


becauſe idolatrous ſuperiors, bring them 
into bondage, and afflict them ſarely four 
hundred years: And on the other hand, 
to make that nation glad to get rid of you; 
to render them without excuſe for con- 
tinuing in che dont of idols to con- 
vince the hardeſt and moſt impenitent heart 
\ that 
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that ever exiſted in the world of my ſu- 
remacy ; and to ſhew my own le, 
1 I Ms: done to thee, that hoy 3 
my immediate protection; that I am their 
King as well as God; I will ſend my 
ſevereſt and ſtrangeſt judgments upon k | 
unconverted Egyptians, as ſoon as ever 
they ſhall dare to lay any dangerous re- 
ſtraint upon the public exerciſe of your 
religion; which thing they will aſſuredly 
attempt, and obſtinately inſiſt upon, 
about the period already mentioned. Im- 
mediately after this diſplay and blazon of 
my Omnipotence, ſhall thy poſterity come 
_- of that land with great ſubſtance. 
This event however thou ſhalt not live to 
ſee ; thou ſhale not be engaged in ſuch 
"INT but long before that time, halt 
£o 10 thy fathers in Fatal, ; and be buried. 
in 4 good ald age; for not until tbe fourth: 
generation ſhall they come bither again; the 
iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full; 
at the expiration of four hundred: years, 
they will have added incorrigible impeni- 
tence to ſuch monſtrous crimes, as would, 


© (a) Exod. v. 1 2. 
G 2 it 
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i if general, be abſolutely deſtructive of 
human nature. 
The Almighty having thus laid befor 
Abram the fortunes of his poſterity to the 
time of their redemption from egyptian ſla- 
very; and in the preceding ſcenical proceſs 
ſignified his approbation of the old eſtabliſi- 
ed mode of worſhip until that period; now 
proceeds again to give him information by 
action of the changes that would take 
place aſter the Exode in the forms and 
ſtate of religion. | 


For it came 70 gaſc, that when the Sun 
went daten and it was a.ark, behold a ſmoak- 


(a) Crimes therefore and a diſpoſit. on, that juſtified the AU- 
THOR of that nature in extirpatin ſuc. h parts of ſociety, in re- 
cording and holding out their puniſhmenc» 25 an example of the 
Divine Vengeance againſt ſuch' abominable wretches. 


BUT NQ AUTHORITY WHATEVER SHORT OF THE 
SUPREME, HAS ANY SHADOW OF RIGHT TO TAKE 
JUDICIAL COGNIZANCE OF THE MOR, 3L CONDUCT 
OF FOREIGN PEOPLE, AND FOREIGN NATIONS. TO 

_ GOD ALONE 'THIS' RIGHT CAN AT ALT- BELONG ; 
BUT TO HIM AS CREATOR AND PRESERVi*R OF ALL 
THINGS, IT MUST OF NECESSITY BE CO NFESSED 
TO BELON G. 57 9 3 


The authority then with regard to the caſe of the Can aanites 
being indiſputable; and the univerſality and notoriety © f the 
crimesathing certain; the puniſhment threatened follows in due 
courſeof juſtice, even according to our own ideas of it. Why elſe. are 
the enormous crimes, with which thoſe people . articulan, v 
charged in ſeveral parts of the ſacred hiſtory, held \ Ilch gener 
deteitation ? Why elſe do the laws of every civilized ſociety, pu- 
niſh the commiſſion of them with death ? PEP | 


ng 
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ing furnace, and a burning lamp, paſſed 


bet ween the pieces repreſenting the inſti- 
tutions of the firſt diſpenſation. Whereby 
the patriarch appears to have been evi- 
dently given to underſtand, that the next 
would be attended with much gloomineſs 
and obſcurity ; and though poſſeſſed of 
an intenſe degree of vital heat, yet that 
that heat would be enveloped with fuch 
clouds of myſtery as not to be vilible to 
common eyes but by its ſmoak and dura- 
tion: Notwithſtanding which, it would be 
a moſt apt reſemblance or ſhadow of good 
things to come; for that at ſome indefinite 
tune this day of darkneſs and obſcurity 
would be ſucceeded by a burning and a 
ſhining light; that the third change would 
aſſume a clearneſs and ſplendor which 
would render any further Ee totally 
unneceſſary; that the beams iſſuing from 
the lamp, the ſun of righteouſneſs, could 
receive no addition to their glorious bright- 
neſs: And that the revealed diſpenſations of 
God were not independent religions, but 
one regular ſyſtem, conſiſting of three 
grand parts, ariſing from and neceſſarily 


connected 


(54) 

connected with one another; with the 
difference only of being adapted each to 
the taſte and circumſtances of the times 
for which they were to be. conſtructed ; 
that the ſmoaking furnace would conſume. 
and put an end to the patriarchal Ci. e.) the 
religion of ſimple facrifice, and the burn- 
ing lamp would protrude and ſuperſede 
the ceremomal law * . N tor tc 7 

Immediately 


ta) The general interpretation of this paſſage is that of Biſhop 
Patrick in his comment upon theſe words aiv3ded them in the midi. 
There is, ſays the Biſhop, no footitep of this rite any where in 
ſcripture, ſave only in the prophet J<remy, XXxiv. 18, 19, But 
this place ſhews it to have been very ancient, And Saint Cyril 
in his tenth book againſt Julian, derives this cuſtom from the an- 
cient Chaldzans: As others derive the very word, Birgh, which 
ſignifies a covenant, from the word uſed both here and in Jeremy, 
wiz. Basar, which is the very ame by a tranſpoſition of letters, 
and fignifies to divide or cut afunder, Becauſe covenants were 
made by dividiag a beaft, end by the parties eovenanting, paſſing 
between the paits of the beaſt fo divided, ſignifying that fo ſhauld 
they be cut 2 who brote the covenant. * Thus Mr. Mede in 
the place forementioned, truly explains this rite ; which was as 
nies as if they ſaid ; Chu let me be dich ant cut in preces, if T 
violate the cath I baue new made in 1he preſence of my Ged. Patrick's 
Comment. | ' 

Now, without obſerving, that there is no other inſtance in - 
ture of a ſmoaking furnace or a buruing lamp being for God ; 
and that they are very apt emblews of the things ſaid to be re. 
preſented by them in the text; not ſo, of God; it is impoſſible 
to ſuppoſe that Abram, who was partievlarly ſet apart for the mi- 
niitration of ſalvation, uno was mate acquainted with the con- 
dition of his children for many certuries to come, with their 

„wich their redempHon from thence, who before his death 
was without doubt permitted to ſee the day of the goſpel, ſhould 
hot Hkewiſe be permitted to ſee the ittervening day of the law; 
and if he was permitted to ſee the Moſaic day, then there 2 


(53) 
Immediately after this, i that ſams 
day, the Lord being about to make a co- 
venant with Abram regarding temporal 
affairs, changed the mode of information; 
and in expreſs terms pointed out to him 
the particular boundaries of that dominion 
which was deſigned for his poſterity; and 
in all probability laid hold of the ſame 
opportunity to acquaint the Patriarch with 
the ſpecial reaſons for ſettling them in 
the land of Canaan: Which from the 
event might poſſibly be, that no other 
ſituation whatever was ſo well calculated 
to ſecure peace and tranquility to a race 
of people attentive to their own intereſts 
and obſervant of their own laws, and at 
the ſame time to makethememi con- 
ſpieuous 1 in all the revolutions that might 
in a long fucceſſion of ages happen 
amongſt the kingdoms and empires of the 
world; either on account of their wiſdom 
and w F TP or their 
e 


\ 


| 
34 } 


n in the ark Pe r kind of din 


to ſuch an exhibition, but tliis ;, and here likewiſe it comes in its 
fler place, viz. juſt before his more intimate connection with 
e the Nr confeſſedly repreſenting the ceremonial law. 
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culiarities and calamities, if inattentive to 
the law of their God. | 

From this interview therefore * 
appears to have gone away with at leaſt 
a large and general knowledge, in the 
future hiſtory of religion and politics as 
far as his people were to be engaged in 
either; to a more minute and intimate 
acquaintance with them he was to entitle 
himſelf, by the propriety of his future con- 
duct and behaviour: And accordingly, 


the ſeveral revelations afforded him from 


this time forward will be found to be little 
more, than ratifications or particular ex- 
planations of what was delivered to him 
in a more general way a” this mente. 
able occaſion. 

' An inſtance in r ee of this | 
remark followed preſently after; which 
ſhewed that the legal covenant juſt now 
ſhadowed out, would owe its inſtitution to 
the irregularities of his deſcendants, and 
their deſire of ſerving God otherwiſe than 
he himſelf had directed: And having 
once obtained footing amongſt. them, 


would be Prepetually contending for 


We 


8 

ſaperionty, would be perpetually ſet in 
competition wich the covenant of pro- 
miſe, by which it was introduced into 
the Jewiſh ' oeconomy as a hand- maid 
merely. It eventually threw ſome light 
alſo upon the caſe of poly 

For * Sarai Abram s wife, bare bim no 
children, and ſhe had an band-maid an 
Egyptian, whoſe name was Hagar; and 
Sarat ſaid unto Abram, ten years have we 
been ſojourners in the land of Canaan, 
and yet the ground of all our hopes, the 
promiſe of a fon is ſtill deferred; it ſhould 
ſeem therefore that the Lord hath 
reſtrained me from bearing; I pray thee 
therefore, according to the prevailing 
uſage, go in unto my maid, it may be 
that I may obtain children by her. 

God had indeed told Abram, that one 
out of his own bowels ſhould be his heir, 
but had thought it unneceſſary to make 
any mention of Sarai as the perſon by 
whom he ſhould have that fon ; on ac- 
count of this omiſſion, and an earneſt 


deſire of the promiſed feed on whom the 


(a). Gen. xvi. 1. 


covenant 


(38) 


covenant might be entailed, Abram was 
too eaſily prevailed upon to hearken to 
this ſuggeſtion of Sarai; and to ſuppoſe, 
that though the command of God to Adam 
upon this ſubje& was expreſly on the fide 
of his former conduct, yet a practice 
« which the moſt holy and venerable 
“men ordinanly engaged in, and during 


* that engagement continued in an 


„ intimate familiarity with God; a 
practice, which God never blamed in 


« them, even when he ſharply reproves 
* 'other vices ; and for which they them- 
« ſelves never ſhewed the leaſt remorſe or 
« token of repentance; *' could not be 
inexcuſable in the fight of God, nor 
the b original precept amount to an abſo- 
lute prohibition of polygamy : Not clear 
at leaſt upon this head, and allured by the 
hopes' of ſucceeding in a much defired 
point, he gave up thoſe reaſons againſt 
concubinage which aroſe from the appa- 
rent ill conſequences attending it both in 
public and private life, and hearkened 10 
the voice of his amiable and faithful wife; 
(a) Stackhouſe's Hiſt, Bib, p. 2414. (b) Gen. ii. 24 
| 7 | whoſe 
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whoſe only motives for urging him to ſuch 
an expedient muſt have been, to make 
him eaſy in a particular, which was the 
cauſe of much perplexity and uneaſineſs 
to him; and to take away from herſelf 
the reproach, of having through pride or an 
ill founded fingulanty obſtructed the de- 
ſigns of Providence. Sara: therefore tool 
Hagar her maid the Egyptian, and gave 
Ber to ber huſband Abram, to be his wife. 
The conſequence of this was, that 
Hagar no ſooner perceived that ſhe was with 
child, chan conceiving herſelf to be the 
highly favor d of Heaven, and mother of 
the heir of promiſe, ſhe, with the uſual 
ingratitude of a ſervile mind, treated the 
2 to whom ſhe owed the ſuppoſed 
onor with diſreſpe& ſtrongly tinctured 
with contempt : She refuſed to act any 
longer in the ſubordinate capacity of a 
bond-woman ; ſhe aſſumed a degree of | 
. with, if not of ſuperiority over her 
miſtreſs upon the ſuppoſed fair proſpect 
ſhe had of becoming likewiſe the beloved 

of * n, 


1 Siara 


(6% 


' Shen exaſperated with the intractable 
; ant inſolent behaviour of her hand-mail, 


and likely to be diſappointed by it in the 
hopes the had conceived of becoming at 
_ leaſt the reputed, the foſter mother of 
this 8 child, calls upon Abram to 
aſſert her prerogative and in the dernier 
reſort appeals to God as the witneſs of 
their mutual intentions in this affair, and 
the avenger of thoſe that ſuffer wrong. 

Abram wich -a meekneſs and compoſure 
that teſtified his unalienated affection, 

ſaid unto Sarai, behold thy maid is in thy 
hand, do to ber as it pleaſeth Fry 
Reſtored to her juſt. pre-eminence, | ſhe 
did not uſe her power with that mode- 
ration which became her, but treated the 
bond-woman with unuſual ſeverity ; in- 
ſomuch that Hagar no longer able to bear 
the frowns and ill treatment of her ROY 
fled from her face. 

The Patriarch had hence, among other 
things, an opportunity of obſerving, that 
not only an exact equality of condition 
amongſt a multitude of wives was, an ar- 
Fangement inconſi ſtent with any expecta- 

| tions 
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tions of peaceable and regular manage- 


ment in the female province; but that a 
ſmall degree of ſubordination, was pro- 


ductive of the moſt unreaſonable jealouſies 
in the ſuperior, and of the utmoſt in- 
ſolence in the inferior; and that a great 
degree, furniſhed room for the moſt wanton 
exertions of tyranny and cruelty; that 
the moſt amiable diſpoſitions were not 
equal to the trials that muſt frequently 
occur in ſuch ſituations; in ſhort, that 
under any deviations from the original 
precept, no peace could be preſerved in 
domeſtic life without impoſing reſtraints 
upon the rival parties totally deſtructive 
of female, and in their — of 
public liberty; that polygamy was thus 
forbidden by the eſtab liſhed law of nature, 
as well as by poſitive precept: That how- 
ever it: might be winked at for a ſeaſon on 
account of the hardneſs of men's hearts, 
it would certainly be expreſly provided 
againſt under a more perfe& diſpenſation ; 
and that therefore the ſon of his hand- 
maid could not poſſibly be the fon of the 
promiſe. Under this perſuaſion he paſ- 
| ſively 


( 62 
fively reſigned himſelf to the event, and 
leſt the fugitive Hagar to purſue her own 
courſe unmoleſted and unſought after. 
But the Angel of the Lord found her 
” a fountain of water in the wilderneſs, 
by the fountain as thou goe/i to Shur, in 
cars it ſhould ſeem to — 
country; and be ſaid, Hagar Sara's maid, 
whence cameſi thou? What infatuation 
hath ſeized thee? Art thou not in this 
about to break | thtough the 
duty and obligations thou oweſt hy miſ- 
rreſs ? Art thou not about to quit the 
of the righteous, and all the 
bleſſings that attend upon their ways? And 
to what end? For ubither ails thou go? 
Where canſt thou hope to meet with the 
attention, which thou halt been of late 
accuſtomed to? Or where, in what other 
place wilt thou be permitted to attend 

upon the ſervice of the true God And 
ſhe fund; I was aware of thoſe arguments, 
I feel, Ion their force; but I fee from 
the face of my miſtreſs Sara; I can no 
bear her pride and contumely: 
And the Angel of the Lord faid unto her, 
It 
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It is thine own pride, thine own con- 
tumely that have brought theſe evils upon 
thee ; hadſt thou not forgot the duties 
of an inferior ſtation, Sani would never 
have forgot the obligations of a gracious 
miſtreſs; thou deriveſt whatever wh haſt 
of rank dbave the meaneſt in thy maſter's. 
houſe from her indulgence; when. there- 
fore thou didſt requite her love with the 
moſt poignant ingratitude, what couldſt 
thou expect from her hands but the treat- 
ment thou haſt met with; recollect thy- 
ſelf therefore, and return to thy miſtreſs, 
ſhe 1s juſtly. entitled to overtures of obe- 
— — thyſelf under her hands, 
her experienced inclination to favor thee 
inſures thee a kind reception; But what- 
ever be the conſequence, better it is to be a 
door-keeper in the habitations of the juſt, 
than to dwell in the _ of ungodlineſs; 
return and be happy. n her ſeeming 
well inclined to do ths, Angel of the 
Lord faid unto her, if thou wilt do this, 
Iwill multiply thy feed (as being a part of 
Abram's family) ſo much, that it Pry not 
be numbered for multitude: Being induced 


by 
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by this temptation to reſolve upona return; 
the Angel of the Lord further faid unto 
her, miſtake me not Hagar; for behold, 
though thou art with child, and ſhalt bear 
a ſon, yet he thall not be the heir of pro- 
miſe ; he ſhall not be the ſeed in whom 
all the families of the earth ſhall be 
bleſſed; for he till be a wild man; his 
hand will be againff every man, and every 
man's hand againſt bim; yet ſball he 
dwell in the preſence of all his brethren. 
Though diſappointed of her firſt hope, 
yet finding that a very conſiderable de- 
gree of honor was intended for her poſ- 
terity, ſhe fell upon her face, and in the 
over-flowings of her gratitude called the 
name of the Lord that ſpale unto her, thou 
God ſeeft me; for ſhe ſaid, have I alſo here, 
even here in this wilderneſs, I that am 
but duſt and aſhes, that am lower than 
the loweſt, a bond-ſlave and a fugitive, 
have I as well as my maſter, been indul- 
ged with a fight of him that taketh care 
of me? Highly favored am I among wo- 
men, the Lord is with me, how ' ſhall 
I not then obey the word of the Lord. 
0 She 
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She accordingly did return, and bare 
Abram a ſon when he was four/core and 
fix years old; and Abram called him 


I/hmael, accordin 1 70 the name given 


him by the Angel. 

On by this laſt affair of the 
divine 1 intentions, he murmured not, nei- 
ther did he repine any more, though the 
promiſe of tlie bleſſed Son was ſtill defer- 
ed; and when hope and probability were 
as it were loſt in expectation, yet did he 
believe in hope, knowing that what God 
had promiſed would aſſuredly come to 
paſs: Nor was he diſappointed; for thir- 
teen years after the birth of Iſhmael, 
when Abram was ninety years old and 
nine; when his mind reſted with the ut- 
moſt ſerenity and confidence upon the 
experienced power and inviolable faithful- 
neſs of him, who had tried, and ſtill 
continued to try his ſervant in the furnace 
of probation; when he had ſhewn that 
his faith would now bear the teſt; when 
therefore the time was come, when a 
finiſhing hand ought to be put to this 
great work as far as regarded the expec- 

I tations 
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_ tations of Abram, * the Lord appeared to 
him, in viſible Majeſty; and faid, 

I am the Almighty God, a keeper of co- 
venants, and a rewarder of them that dih- 
gently ſeek me; thou haſt given full proof 
of thy integrity, and the propriety of my 
choice, thou haſt fulfilled thy part of the 
engagement; continue thus to walk before 
me, and thou mayeſt not only rely upon 
the conſummation of the promiſes as x ery 
now ſtand, but, as thou advanceſt in per- 
fection, upon being made thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the nature and defign of 
every thing relating to them. 1 

I am now come down to ratify and 
confirm the covenant between thee and 
me, which has hitherto been a conditional 
one, and to eſtabliſh it irrevocably in thee 
and thy family, by the inſtitution of a 
ſacrament ; the obſervance of which, ſhall 
be at once an outward and viſible ſign of 
admitting thy poſterity into the bleſſings 
and privileges of the covenant, and a mark 
or certain character, whereby the | faith- 
ful may be known and joined together; : 


(a) Gen. xvii. 1. 


; 


and 


\ * 
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andnotwithſtanding the natural ole ections, 


which thou in particular mayeſt urge 


againſt it, if thou wilt ſubmit to it, 1 


will aſſuredly multipiy thee exceedingly. | 
| Abram in token of his entire acquieſ- 
cence, . fell on bis face: 


And Gad talked with him, ſaying, thy 


willingneſs is accepted, behold my cove- 
nant is with thee, and thou ſhalt in con- 
ſequence thereof be a father of many 


> 


nations; neither ſpall thy name any more 


be called Abram, (i. e.) high father, or | 


d anceſtor of one particular nation; 


but thy name ſhall. be Abrabam; for a fa- 
ther of many nations have I made thee ; 
and I will make thee. exceeding fruitful, 


and I will make nations of thee ; and 


Kings ſball come out of thee. To ſuch 
extenſive honors ſhall the reception of this 


token in the firſt place entitle the. 


In the next, I will gſtabliſb my cove- | 


nant between me and thee, and entail it 


upon. thoſe deſcendants of thine, which 
ſhall be called by y way of diſtinction and 
eminence h /ced, in their generations for 
an everlaſting covenant : That is, not 


I 2 only 
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only to be the God of thee and of thy | 
ſeed, in the ſenſe, in which I am God 
over all mankind ; not only to be 4 God 
to thee and to thy ſeed after thee, in the ſenſe, 
in which the heathen apply that title to 
their national deities; Bur To BE YOUR. 
LAWGIVER AND YOUR KING; a GoD 
GIVING NATIONAL RULES or ACTION, 
AND ENFORCING THE EXECUTION or 
THOSE RULES BY TEMPORAL AND ca- 
PITAL SANCTIONS. J 

And T will alſo give unto thee, as to 
thy ſeed aſter thee, the land of Canaan for 
an everlaſiing poſſeſſion ; ; and I will be 
their God. My covenant of ſpecial gui- 
dance and protection is reſtrained to this 
part of thy ſeed. 

Now the receiving thy ſeed for my 
peculiar people (which implies, chat they 
are to be worſhip of the true God, and 
in covenant with him) cannot well be 
effected without ating them from 
the reſt of mankind; which ſeparation on 
muſt be ſupported, by a viſible protection | 
of them on my part, and on theirs by 
the "ak of a fign, which may be 


at 
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at once a mark of diſtinction, and a 
declaratory badge of their profeſſion. Thox 
ſhalt keep my covenant therefore, thous 
and thy feed after thee in their generations + 
This is my covenant, which ye ſhall keep 
between me, and you, and thy ſeed after 
thee : Every man child among you ' ſhall 
be circumciſed ; and ye ſhall circumciſe 
» the fleſh of your forhin ; ; and it ſhall 

a TOKEN of the covenant betwixt- me 

and you. And he bat is eight days old 
Pall be circumciſed among you, every man 
child in your generations; he that it born 
in the houſe, or bought with money of any 
ſrranger, which ts not of thy ſeed : be that 
is born in thy houſe, and 5 that is bought-. 
with thy money, muſt needs be circumciſed +. 
And my covenant ſhall be in your fle ys for” 
an everlaſting covenant. 

Circumciſion is the indiſpenſible token 
of this covenant, THE SEAL OF THE. 
RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THAT FAITH which 
thou hadſt being yet uncircumciſed : That 
faith 1s the condition, on your part, of the 
covenant entered into betwixt * and 


(a) Rom. ir. 11. 
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thee, - for thyſelf and for thy ſeed after. 
thee. Therefore contempt of circumciſion 
is contempt. of that faith; contempt of 
that faith is breach of that covenant ; 
and breach of that covenant. is rebellion 


againſt the Divine Majeſty. For as a 
conftant argument to thy poſterity of their 
by. covenant under a Theocra 


(the: only mode. of 8 in whi 
4 e bas opinions, by * 
| . laws, 


(ad) The üs er the following en PIE che Div. Leg. 
were intended by the learned author to o juſtty the kind of laws here 
mentioned under the Jewiſh"Theocracy, ſuppoſing it to have com- 
menced at the Horeb contract. But the intelligent reader need 

— put in mind, that they are of ſuch a nature, that they 
ny be applied to this point, ſuppoſing the Theocracy to have 
been inſtituted at any other period, for ym during the life of 
Abraham; the time h contended for a 

That che puniſhment of opinions, by civil laws, . under a. 
Thedcracy is agreeable to the rules of na juſtice, I Mall thus 


our -to e. 
nbelie vers and imolerant chriſtians is both tried to make 
_ advantage jg this part of the Moſuie inſtitution. The one 
it as * ment againſt the divinity of the Jewim 
rev, on n _— ſuch laws are contrary to natural 
5 and — bringing it to n Nr 87 
. the * of bes - Fn el - 3 _ 
by their ignorance © re of a —— W 
right, andere clears the Jewiſh law from an em ug 
on, and leaves the rights of mankind inviolate. 

"> excellent countryman Mr. Locke, was much hap ier in his | 
accent of this matter. A. 10 the caſe (fays be) » 4 the Iſratlites in 
the Texuiſb commonuualth, who bring initiated into the Maſaical rites 
ant” mae * the common curairb, u afterwards apoſtatixs 
rom the worſh 694 225 Ged of Iſrael; tbeſe were papa againſt as 
traitors yoo re guilty of 10 ie ibu high treaſon. Fer the 


Commone 
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laws, is agreeable to the rules of natural 
Juſtice); as a ſtanding and indiſputable 
memorial of my being their King, their 
Civil Magiſtrate, © the parent that does not 


fee 


commonwealth of the Jewvs, different, in that, from all others, wat 
an abſolute Theocracy; nor was there, nor could there be, any dift- 
rence between the commonwealth and the church. The laws ela- 
bliſhed there concerning the worſhip of the one inviſible Deity were the 
ci ui laws of that people, and a gart of their political government, int 
which God himſelf was the legiſſator. P 
Letter concerning Toleration, p. 51. 52. 
This he ſaid; and, for ought I can learn, he was the firſt who 
ſaid it. But this being all he lad, 2.5 2 
I ſhall endeavour to ſupport his ſolution by ſuch other reaſoni 
as occurs to me; It will be neceſſary then to obſerve, that God, i 
his infinite wiſdom, was pleaſed to ſtand in two arbitrary relations 
towards the Jewiſh people, beſides that natural one, in which he 
ſtood towards them and the reſt of mankind in common: The firſt 
was that of a tutelary Deity, gentilitial and local; The God of 
raham, Iſaac, and Jacob, who was to bring their poſterity 
into the land of Canaan, and to protect them there, as his pecuhar 
le. The ſecond was that of ſupreme magiſtrate and law-giver. 
And in both theſe relations he was pleaſed to refer it to the people's 
free choice, whether or no they would receive him for their God 
and King. For a tutelary deity was ſuppoſed by the ancients to be 
as much a matter of election as a civil ravgiiirace. The people, 
therefore, thus ſolemnly accepting him, theſe neceſſary conſe- 
quences followed from the Horeb con 
I. Firſt, That as the national God and civil magiſtrate of the 
ews centered in qne and the ſame object, their civil policy and re- 
igion muſt be intimately united — incorporated; e 
eir religion had, and very reaſonably, a public part, whoſe ſu 
ject was the ſociety as ſuch. 
II. Secondly, as the two ſocieties were thoroughly incorpo- 
rated, they could not be diſtinguiſhed ; but muſt ſtand or fall toge- 
ther, Conſequently the Groom of all their civil laws, muſt 
for the equal preſervation of both. Therefore as the renouncing 
him Be 9 was the throwing him off as God; and as the re- 
nouneing him for God was the throwing him off as King; Idol 
which was the rejecting him as God, was properly the crimen | 
majeſtatis; and fo juſtly puniſhable by the civil laws, But there 
was 


(e) Exod. iv.. 24. 


1 
ſee to cifcumcifion of his child, and the 
maſter to that of the ſlave born in his 

dn houſe, 


E this manifeſt difference in theſe two. caſes, as to the effefts, 


he renouncing God as civil magiſtrate might be remedied 
- Ivithout a total diſſolution of the conſtitution; not ſo, the re- 
uncing him as tutelary God; becauſe, though he might, and 
did appoint a deputy, in his office of king amongſt the * 
tribes; yet, he would have no ſubſtitute as God amongſt the Pagan 
deities. Therefore, in neceſſity of as well as right, idolatry was pu- 
niſhable by the civil laws of a Theocracy ; it being the | 
crime that could be committed againſt the ſtate, as tending, by 
unavoidable , conſequence, to difidlve the conſtitution. For the 
one God being the ſupreme magiſtrate, it ſubſiſted in the worſhip 
of that God alone. Idolatry therefore, as the renunciation of. 
one God alone, was in a ſtrict philoſophic, as well as legal ſenſe, 
the crime of lefe-majeſty. Let us obſerve farther, that as, by 
ſuch incorporation, religioiis matters came under civil confidera- 
tion: So likewiſe civil matters came under the religious. This is 
what Joſephus would ſay, where in his ſecond book againſt 
Apion, ſpeaking of the Jewiſh Theocracy, he tells us that Moſes 
did not make reſi gion a part of virtue, but virtue a part of religion. 
The meaning is, that, as in all human ſocieties, obedience to 
the law is moral virtue ; under a Theocracy, it is religion. 

III. The puniſhmment of idolatry by law, had this farther cir- 
cumſtance of equity, That it was punithing the rebellion of thoſe 
who had choſen the government under which they lived, when 
freely propoſed to them. Hence, in the law againſt idolatry, the 
crime is, with great propriety, called the tranſgreſſion of the 
covenant, 

Thus we ſee, the law in queſtion ſtands clear of the cavils of 
infidels, and the abuſe of intolerants. 

But to this ſome may be apt to object ** that theſe penal laws 
were unjuſt becauſe no contract to give up the right of conſcience 
can be binding.” 

To which I reply, with a plain and decifive fact, That none of 
all the idolatrous worſhip the Jews ever fell into, trom the time of 
giving the law to the total diſſolution of the republic, was matter 
of conſcience; but always of convenience; ſuch as procuring 
ſome temporal good, which they wantonly affected, or averting 
ſome temporal evil, which they ſerviiely feared. The truth of 
which re from hence, that, in the midſt of all their ĩdolatries, 

the God of their fathers, was ever owned to be the creator _ 


„ + N 


. 
„ * 9 


(73) X 
houſe, and the previous compliance of 
that bought with his money, ſhall be cut 
off from their people; they have broken 
my covenant: AND THE UNCIRCUMCISED 
MAN-CHILD: HIMSELF, WHOSE FLESH OF 
HIS FORESKIN IS NOT CIRCUMCISED, *" 

THAT SOUL, perlevering in his diſobedi- ; 
ence when arrived at years of diſcretion, 

SHALL BE * CUT OFF FROM HIS PEOPLE: 

HE HATH BROKEN MY COVENANT. 


K Thus 
firſt cauſe of all things; and the religion taught by Moſes, to be = 
a revelation from Heaven. | | 3 
But, it may be aſked, What if their commiſſion of idolatry =_ 


| had, at any time, proved matter of conſcience; i. e. ſuch an action as 
thay thought they were obliged in duty to perform? | 
reply, the queſtion would have weight, had the law in diſpute IJ 
been of human inſtitution, , But as it was given by God, who £ 
knows the future equally with the paſt and preſent, and ſaw the | 
caſe would not happen, it is altogether impertinent, The 
queſtion, indeed points out to us the danger and abſurdity in any : 
human legiſlature to make penal laws for reſtraining the exerciſe of 1 
religion, on any pretence whatſoever. * 
Warb. Div. Leg. vol. iv. p. 158, 166. | 
(a) That is, if when he came io the age of 13 years, he did 
not cauſe it to be done. | 
What it is to be cut of, is very much diſputed. The ſimpleſt 
ſenſe ſeems to be, he ſhall not be accounted one of God's people. 
But the Hebrew doctors generally take this to have been a puniſh- 
ment inflicted by the hand of Heaven, i. e. of God: Though they 
be much divided in their opinions about it, Some ſay it was the 
ſhortening of the man's lite; others ſay it was the making him 
childleſs, ſo that his family and name periſhed in Iſrael. imo- 
nides would have it the extinction both of ſoul and body, like a. 
brute. And Abarbinel takes it for the loſs of the happineſs of 
the world to come. Some Chriſtians would have it to be excom- 2 
munication : Which cannot be, becauſe ſuch a-perſon was never a | 


= * 
* - 


* 
* 
ä 


* . 
Thus was this remarkable covenant 
finally eſtabliſhed ; what before was con- 
ditional, and therefore might have been 
transferred to another perſon on the non- 
compliance of Abram with the terms, 1s 
from henceforward irrevocably fixed in his 
family, is entailed on Abraham and his 
ſeed after him, is everlaſting in its true 
and evangelical ſenſe. 3 


member of the church, which he was to be made by circumciſion. 
The firſt of theſe opinions ſeems more probable than the reit : For 
God himſelf ſaith of ſeveral offenders, to whom he threatens this 
1 1 will cut him off; and 1 will fet my fate againſt him. 
ev. xvii. 10. Xx. 5, 6. XX111. 30. T- . 
Yet in other places, it muſt be confeſſed, this Cereth or cutting 
off, ſignifies more largely a pumſhment by the Judge, and not by 
the hand of God. And therefore rhe fignification of it muſt be de- 
termined x matter abi which it is joined. Thus tbe violation 
of the ſabbath is threatened * with carting of; Exod, xxxi. 14. 
which was to be done by ſtoning bim: und ſo were inceſtuous 
ns, blaſphemers, idolaters, and others, to be judicially car 
by the rulers. Patrick's Comment in loc. | 
Since then the ſignification of this remurkable word muſt be 
determined by the matter with which it is connected; whoever 
reads the three verſes fubjoined; muſt be clearly of opinion that, 
or 1 % in this place ſignifies, SHAL FUT TO 
ATH. noh 29 01 
And it came 2 2 ihe way in the inn, that tht Lord mct him, 
and SOUGHT TO KILL HIM 75. Zipporah root a harp 
fone, and "cut off the 'FORESKIN y ter for, and aid, furth a 
bloody huſband art thou to me. So LET HIM GO: Ther 
foe Jaid, (b a "bloody huſhiind thou art, becauſe of the CIRCUM- 
CISION: Exod iv. 24, 25, £6: 0 
And it s_ro ee __ this affair happened, as _ 
was going idian iuto previous 'to the deli | 
his mo to the Iſraelites, 2 
hamic i ion. ' | , | ' | 
| ab) See Parrick's Comment. in toc, 


Two 


675. 
Two 5855 there yet remained con- 


cerning which he muſt ge wiſh for 
me i immediate ſatisfaction, viz. when, 
and by whom, he was to have the di- 
ed ſeed. 
In anſwer to ſuch ſecret expectations, 
4 God ſaid unto Abraham : As for Sarai 
thy wife, thou al not any longer call her 
name Sarat, but Sarah ſball her name be. 
And I will bleſs ber, and give thee a 
for 72 of her. Yea 1 will: bleſs ber. 
And ſbe ſhall be a motber of nations, 
e 07 people ſball be of ber. Then 
Abraham fell upon his face and laugbed, 
and ſaid in bis heart, ſhall a child be 
born unto him that is an hundred years 
old &. And hall it proceed from Sarah; 
ſhall that high. honor not be deferred uni 
after her death; ſhall ſhe be partaker in 
itz h Sgrab thati is ninety years old, indeed 
— a child? The ſon of the free- woman 
then will of a certainty be the bleſſed 
ſeed. Righteous art thou, O God, in all 
thy ways, and true are all thy judgments! 
But thou. art the father of mercies alſo: 


(d) Gen. vii. 15. 


K 2 | Oh 
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Oh viſit not then the ſins and offences of 
the parent upon the child! Oh bat Ib. 
mael might live before thee ! might not be 
abandoned and forſaken by thee! _ 
And God ſaid, Sarah thy wifeſhall bear thee 
a fon indeed, and thou ſhalt call his name 
Jaac; and I will eſtabliſh my covenant 
with him for an everlaſting covenant, and 
with his ſeed after him. And as for Tfh- 
mael, ] have heard thee ; Behold, as being 
a ſon of thine, I have bleſſed him, and 
will make him fruitful, and will multiply 
him exceedingly ; twelve princes ſhall he 
beget, and I will make him a great nation. 
But no more can I do for him, as being 
the ſon of a bond-woman; for my cove- 
nant will I eſtabliſh "with Jſaac, whom 
Sarah ſhall bear unto thee at this ſet time 


the next year: And be left off talking 


with him, and God went up from Abra- 


Bam. n | 

And Abraham, in immediate token of 
his chearful acquieſcence, ro 1/hmae! 
his ſon, and all that were born in his 


houſe, and all that were bought with 


his money, every male among the men of 


—— Abraham's 


9 


Abraham's houſe ; and "circumciſed the: 
fleſh of their foreſkin in the ſelf ſame day, 


as God bad ſaid unto him. 

Thus was this famous Theocracy, by 
the acceptance and performance of con- 
ditions ' on both parts, unalterably fixed. 
Where it is particularly to be obſerved, 
that every thing is clearly explained and 
concluded upon before the birth, nay 
even before the conception of Tac: ſo 
that whatever right other fathers may have 
to bind their children and their children's 
children by political compact, the ſame a 
fortiori muſt be allowed to have been in 
Abraham's poſſeſſion. 

It remains however to ſhew, 8 this 
extraordinary mode of NOR was 
neceſſary. 21131 

Now it appears, "Gal what hath hea 
ſaid in the beginning of this hiſtory, that 
the great end propoſed, in God's taking 


ſuch particular notice of Abraham and 


his poſterity, was to preſerve the mem 
of the unity, and to make way for the 
| accompliſhment of his promiſes to man- 


kind. But even this highly favoured 
poſterity 


| 
| 


e 


8) 
| Poſterity would not have effected this, had 
it not been for the inſtitution of circum- 
ciſion. This rite was a perpetual token to 
them of their covenant with the God of 
all the earth; and in all their backſlidings 
and abominations preſerved the remem- 
brance of it. What elſe kept theſe lovers 
of Egyptian fleſhpots from mingling and 
incorporating with the people of the 
land? What elſe enabled theſe worſhippers 
of the golden calf, at the end of four 
hundred years, to have more knowledge in 
the great article of the Unity, than their 
taſk-maſters? What elſe was the cauſe of 
their continuing a diſtin& people, under all 
the heavy diſadvantages which attended it ? 
What, but this token; which, by its im- 
mediate connection with the covenant, never 
ſuffered them to loſe ſight of it? 
It might be ſtill further added, that even 
after this rite was * adopted by the Egyp- 
tians, and uſed by other parts of Abra- 
ham's family, and ſo was no longer pecu- 
Har to the Iſraelites; when for this reaſon, 
and at the fame time to ſhut them up unto 
© (a) Ser Patrick's Comment. Gen. fl. 11. 


the 


(79) 
the faith by a ritual, which ſhould have 
in it the nature of prophecy, the law was 
given from mount Sinai; yet even then, 
was circumciſion the great barrier of the 
jewiſh faith: Left the daughters of the 


Philiſtines rejoice, leſ# the daughters of 


the UNCIRCUMCTSED triumph, was 
ſtill the burden of their ſong in all their 
tranſactions with that people; and operated 
more ſtrongly toward keeping up a diſ- 
tinction between the Iſraelites and the ſe- 
veral nations of Canaan, than the differ- 
ence of their other laws did. 

It is evident therefore that the ſole 


human means which did, or could, pre- 
vent the children of Iſrael from becoming 


Idolaters, and incorporating with the Egyp- 


tians during their long reſidence among 
them, was the ſeverity of the puniſhment 
enforcing the injunction of cireumciſion, 
i. e. the injunction of believing in the Unity, 
and in the promiſes of God to Abraham: 

The pen lon f this rite was there- 
fore city appr a ſeparation ;® 
but penal uyunthons, enforced by the 


@ 2. Sam. i. 20. (b) See the Div, Leg. vol, iv. p. 158. | 
ordinary 


| 
| 
F 


( 8 ) 
ordinary magiſtrate, for matters of opi- 
nion, are manifeſtly unjuſt. Some way 
therefore was to be contrived to render 
ſuch an injunction equitable. For it is 
not to be ſuppoſed, that God would ordain 
any thing that ſhould violate the rule of 
natural juſtice. Now theſe penal injunc- 
tions are equitable only in a Theocracy: 
Therefore was a Theocracy neceſſary. 
The government being now ſettled, 
and the honor of giving ſubjects to it no 
longer left to be deduced from circum- 
ſtance and conjecture, but expreſly aſcer- 
tained to Sarah; it was become neceſſary 
that God ſhould | convince. her, by ſome 
manifeſtation of the Shechinah, of the 
truth of thoſe affurances, which her huſ- 
band was authorized to communicate to 
her at ſome convenient ſeaſon: .. 

And ſecondly, that he ſhould remove 
the doubts, which Abraham might be 

likely to entertain about the poſſibility of 
his ſeed ſucceeding - to the inheritance of 
a land, who/e men were Mighty, and their 
cities great, and many, and fenced up to 


Heaven: That he ſhould foreſhew by 


ſome 


N 


ſome extraordinary act of power, that he 
would end bis fear before them, and 
deſtroy all the people to whom they fpould 
come, and make all their enemies to turn 
their backs unto them; that be would ſend 
hornets before them, ih x ſhould drive out 
the Hivite, the Canaanite, and the Hittite, 
from before them : 

And thirdly, as a natural and ſtriking 
juſtification of this reſolution, 1t was ex- 
pedient that he ſhould put the execution 
of vengeance, for a moment, into the 
Patriarch's own hands; and allow him, 
in one capital and deciſive inſtance, to 
determine how far, without ſubverting, 
without totally annihilating the laws of 
juſtice, he could even with the laws of 
mercy to be extended to the unhappy 
Canaanites, 

With theſe ſeveral purpoſes i in view, b 
the Lord appeared unto him in the plains 
of Mamre : And he /at in the tent door 
in the beat of the day; and he lifted up 
his eyes and looked, and lo, three men 


Aiood by bim: And when be ſaw them, 


(a) Exod. xxii. 27. 28. . (b) Gen. xviti. 1. 


Be 
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he ran to meet them from the tent door, 
and bowed himſelf toward the ground; 
and in a ſtrain of kindneſs and hoſpitali- 
ty becoming his character, addreſſed the 

perſon who ſeemed principal in the com- 
pany, ſaying, My Lord, if now my ſhew 

of courteſy and peaceable demeanor have 
ound favor in thy fight, paſs not away 
pray thee from thy ſervant as from a 
churl, but be prevailed upon to enter 
woke my roof; let at leaſt a little water, 
pray you, be fetched, and waſh your feet, 
and reſi yourſekves under the ſhadow of 
this trees and I will fetch a morſel of 
bread, and comfort ye your hearts; after 
that you ſpall paſs on; you ſhall go when 
it pleaſeth you without lett or moleſtation; 
no harm, as you rightly conjectured 
when you made up to theſe tents for 
ſhelter and refreſhment, ſhall happen un- 
to you from your ſervant. And they ſaid, 
fo do as thou haſt ſaid : And Abraham 
haſtened into the tent unto Sarah, and 
ſaid, make ready quickly three meaſures of 
fine meul, knead it, and make cakes upon 


the hearth : And II in the over- 
flowings 


( 33) 7 
flowings of his bountiful diſpoſition, rar 
unto the herd, and, inſtead of a kid of 
the goats or a lamb, fetched a calf tender 
and good, and gave it to a young man, 
and he haſted to dreſs it: And be took 
butter, and milk, and the calf which he 
had dreſſed, and ſet it before them ; and, 
as the feaſt is palled that is not often 
welcomed, he ſtood by them under the 
tree, and they did eat. 

After this, the ſtrangers diſcovered 
themſelves to be what they really were, 
by aſking after his wife by name, faying, 
where is Sarah? And be ſaid, behold in 
tbe tent. Then the Chief Perſonage ſaid 
unto him, will certainly return un- 
to thee according to the time of life, and 
lo, Sarah thy wife ſhall have a ſon. And 
Sarah, drawn to liſten at the tent door, 
which was behind him, by the unexpected 
and ſurprizing mention of her own name, 
there heard this declaration, Mow A. 
braham and Sarah were old and well 
ſtricken in years; and it ceaſed to be 
with Sarah after the manner of women: 
Knowing this, (though ſhe had no doubt 

| A but 
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but Abraham would have, though not by 
her, yet by ſome future wife this long 
expected fon,) ſhe could give no credit to 
what ſhe had heard, and 7herefore laughed 
within” herſelf, ſaying after I am waxen 
old ſhall ] have pleaſure, my Lord being 
old alſo? And the Lord, to convince her 
of his knowledge of futurity by his 
knowledge of the thoughts then paſſing 
in her boſom, /aid unto Abraham, where-. 
fore did Sarah laugh, ſaying, fball I of 
a ſurety bear a child, ehich am old? Is 
”_ thing too hard for the Lord? Or is 

it poſſible for any part of thy family to 
doubt his truth? A the time appointed 
ill certainly return unto thee, accord- 
ing io the time of life, and Sarah ſhall 
have a fon. Sarah now affured of his 
divinity, and aſhamed of her own ' infi- 
delity denied, ſaying TI laughed not, for 
/pe was afraid of his cenſures and a re- 
tractation of his promiſe : And he /aid, 
nay, but thou didft laugb. 
And the men, after this part 60 their 
errand was difpatched, ro/e up from thence, 
| and looked towards Sodom : And Abra- 


bam 


(85) 
ham ent with them to bring them on the 
way. And the Lord ſaid, ſhall I hide 
from Abraham that thing which JI do; 
ſeeing that Abraham ſpall ſurely become 
a great and mt 'obty nation, and all the 
nations of the rand all be bleſſed in 
him? For, by this inſtance of his courteſy 
and humanity, it is plain, that he will 
command his children and bis houſhold 
after him to be lovers of hoſpitality, to 
entertain ſtrangers kindly, to keep the way 
of the Lord, and to do juſtice and judę- 
ment. And the Lord ſaid, thou haſt 
done all things well, and doit highly de- 
ferve to have brought upon thee all that 
the Lord hath ſpoken to thee of; in the 
midſt of a crooked and perverſe genera- 
tion thou art a burning and a ſhining 
bght; by which however, thou muſt 
have obſerved that the neighbouring cities 
have not been at all benefited: For though 
Lot, thy brother's ſon, ſojourns in one of 
them; and his foul, vexed from day to 
day by the inhabitants thereof, has con- 
ſtantly exerted itſelf in declaiming againſt 
their unrighteous deeds, and in denounc- 

| ing 
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ing the vengeance of Heaven upon their 
crimes ; yet zs the cry of Sodom and Go- 


morrah great before me; and becauſe their 


fin ts very grievous, I am going down now 
zo ſee, whether they have done altogether 
according to the reports of the accuſing 
and recording angels; and if not, I will 
know. 

And the men, the two attending mini- 
ſters, zurned their faces from thence, and 
went toward Sodom: But Abraham ſtood 
yet before the Lord; and being too well 
acquainted with the general depravity of 
thoſe places, not to be apprehenſive of the 
worſt of conſequences upon this inqui- 
ſition, haſtily drew near and /aid, wilt thou 
alſo deſtroy the righteous with the wicked ? 
Peradventure there be fifty righteous within 
the city : Wilt thou alſo deſtroy them, nay, 
wilt thou not even ſpare the place for the 
ſake of the fifty righicous that are there- 
in ? That be far from thee t0 do afier 
this manner, to flay the righteous with the 
wicked, and that the righteous ſhould be 
as the wicked, that be far from thee : 

Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 
| right & 
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rig obt 2 And the Lord ſaid, if I find in 
Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then 
Iwill ſpare all the place for their /akes. 
And Abraham anſwered and ſaid, behold 
now, 1 have taken upon me to ſpeak unto the 
Lord, which am but duſt and aſhes: Per- 
adventure there all lack froe of the fi ifty 
righteous : Wilt thou deſtroy all the city 
for lack of frve? And be ſaid, if 1 fd 
there forty and frue, I will not deſtroy it. 
And be ſpale unto bim yet again and 
aid, peradventure. there ſball be forty 
found there. And be ſaid, I will not do 
it for forty s ſake.” And he ſaid unto bim, 
Ob. let not the Lord be angry, and I will 
ſpeak: Peradventure there ſhall thirty be 
found there, and be ſaid I will not do it, 
] find thirty there. And he ſaid, be- 
hold now, I bave taten upon me 10 [peak 
unto the Lord; peradventure there ſhall 
be twenty found there. And he ſaid J 
will not deftroy it for twenty s Jake. And 
he ſaid, Oh let not the Lord be angry, 
and I will yet ſpeak but this once; perad- 

venture ten | ſhall be found there: And 
bo * I woill not deftroy it for ten's ſake. 
After 


688) 
After ſuch gracious conceſſions to his im- 
portunity, what further room was there 
for interceſſion? So the Lord went bis 
way, at ſoon as he bad left communing 
with Abrabam; and A ubm, returned 
to his own Niere. 

But the good Dittlanth, anxious about 
the fate of this abandoned r mp 
early in the. morning, to the place 2 
food before the Lord; and poked ee 
Sodom, and Gomorrab, and toward. all 
the land of the plain; and beheld and 
lo, the Lord rained upon Sodom and upon 
Gomorrah brimſtone and fire from the 
Lord out of Heaven. And thoſe cities 
were overthrown ; and all the plain, and 
all the inhabitants thereof were deſtroyed : 
And the ſmoke of the country went n as 
the ſake of a furnace. 

A melancholy but 8 ſign 
to him, that there had not been found 
within the walls of thoſe corrupted towns 
ten men endued with any juſt ſenſe of their 
duty towards God or towards man; that 
old and young, people of all ranks: and 


conycont, had been found guilty. of 
* 


TT - 
breaking every law of hoſpitality, every 
law of nature and nations, in their treat- 
ment of the angelic ſtrangers, which had 
gone amongſt them the preceding evening. 
A memorable example too of God's 
deteſtation of ſuch horrid practices; and 
of the neceſſity there would in all proba- 
bility be, of his executing vengeance up- 
on the other parts of Canaan ; of his 
making uſe of the deſcendants of Iſaac, 
as inſtruments for this purpoſe ; ſo making 
room for them in the land of promile, 
without expoſing his attributes of juſtice. 
and mercy to the cenſure of any but 
licentious revilers. 

However, it came to paſs, when God 
deſtroyed the cities of the plain, that God 
remembered Abraham, and ſent Lot out 
of the midſt of the overthrow, and bis two 
daughters with him. 

Within a little time after this dreadful 
event, Abraham, continually offended with 
the ſulphurous ſtench that aroſe from the 
bituminous lake ; or, moſt likely, hardly 
thought of on account of Lot's 1 
been the viſible occaſion of the late diſ- 

| ny after ; 
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aſter; ® journeyed from Mamre, where he 
had reſided near twenty years, 7oward 
the ſouth country, and dwelt between Ka- 
4 and Shur ; and fojourned in Gerar, 
ere his faith in God's promiſes was again 
125 to the trial: For Abrabam thus ob- 
noxious to, and at the mercy of the 
people amongſt whom he lived, ſaid again 
of Sarah Bis wife, {he is my fifter ; con- 
cluding from happy experience, that this 
—_ would deliver him out of the 
difteulties and diftreffes attending his 
prefent fituation : For Sarah's beak, un- 
impaired by child-bearing, and 5880578. 
ſtanding her advanced age enabling her to 
be at chat ve time with child, the lovelineſs 
too of her Chaldzan comple con, gave her 
in the eyes of theſe Borderers upon nn N 
an appearance of youth and beau ly 
to produce the ſame effect, which”: it had 
heretofore done in the court of Pharaoh. 
And as he had conjectured, fo it came to 
; for Abimelech King of f Gerar 4 
and took Sarah : Wal Pads 
Madam, being unable to ea, . Wb 
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to the more quietly, knowing that he had 
no other way of ſecuring an aſylum and 
inteteſt in that place; and aſſured that his 
Redeemer from all evil, not only would, 
but muſt preſerve his wife's honor un- 
blemiſhed, and convert his reliance. upon 
that protection to his great advantage: 
His life he knew was to be a life of fre- 
quent and difficult trials, through which 
nothing could ſteer him ſafe, but a firm 
and abſolute dependance upon the faith of 
him that had promiſed to be his ſhield 
and exceeding, great reward. And it fell 
out according to his expectations; for 
God came io Abimelech in à dream by 
night, and ſaid unto him, behold, thou art 
but a dead man on account of the woman 
zohich thou haſt talen; for ſbe it a man's 
coife : And be ſaid, Lord, wilt thou do to 
me and my people, as thou haſt done to 
Sodom _ Gomorrah and the cities of 
the plain, wilt thou /lay alſo a righteous 
nation on account of this man and his 
concerns? Not violation, but honor was in- 
tended this woman in taking her into my 
n for /ard not tbe man unto ma, feds my 


M 2 er; 


6 
ger; and ſhe, even ſhe berful aid, be is 


my brother : In the integrity of my heart 
Kae and innocency of my hands, have 
I done this. And God ſaid unto him in 
a dream, yea, I know that thou didſt this 
in the integrity of thy heart : For I alſo 
abba thee from ſinning againſt me: 
Therefore ſuffered I thee not to touch her. 
Now therefore reſtore the man his wife, 
for he is a prophet, and with her ſuch 
preſents and privileges, as befits a King to 
give in the way of reſtitution and repa- 
ration to a perſon favoured with my pe- 
culiar regard; this if thou wilt do, he 
ball pray for thee, and thou ſhalt live; 
but / tbou reſtore her not, know thou, 
that thou ſhalt ſurely die,” thou and all 
that are thine. Therefore Abimelech roſe 
early in the morning and called all, bis 
gere and told all theſe thin 1gs in their 
ears; and they were all of opinion, that 
this was a deine admoni tion, which it 
would not be ſafe to diſobey. And be- 
ing thus made further acquainted with the 
man and his communications, and alarmed 

__ with the threats of impending danger, 
i n Is, they 


nen | 
they began to be ore afraid: The 
Abimelech called Abraham and faid unto 
him, what haſt. thou done unto ut? Ant 
wherein have I offended thee, that thou haſt 
' brought on me, and on my kingdom, a 
great fin ? Thou haſt done deeds unto me 
that ought not to be done. And Abime- 
lech ſaid unto Abraham, what ſarveſt thou, 
that thou haſt done this thing ® And 
Abraham ſaid, becauſe I thought, though 
the men of this place are not guilty of 
the ſins of Sodom, and are reſtrained by 
the laws of their country, enforced by the 
ſevereſt puniſhments, from the commiſſion 
of adultery; yet it is the obligation of 
human laws only that reſtrains them, for 
the fear of God is wanting in this place ; 
when therefore they can gratify their de- 6. 
fires without openly breaking the laws of 3 
their country, they will not be reſtrained *3 
by any other obligation. Of conſequence, 
heinous as murder is in the fight of God, 
yet as they acknowledge no ck avenger, 
they will clandeſtinely, they will ſecretly 
kill me a ſtranger, unknown to and un- 
protected by their laws, for the /ake of 
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my wife.: Such were the reaſons that in- 


duced: me to paſs, my wife upon you as 


my ſiſter; and yet indeed ſhe is my ſiſter; 
tbe is the daughter f my father, bus not 
the daughter of my mother; and ſhe be- 
came my wife. Neither was this change | 
made uſe of as an impoſition upon you in 
particular, therefore ought you not to re- 
proach me too harſhly for the ſeeming 


- affront; ar it cume 10 paſs, when, Gad 


cauſed, ie to. wander from my faber s 
bouſe, that for the reaſons already alledged, 


aid unio her, this.is the kindneſs tubich 


tbon ſhalt, ſhew unto me; by at | every place 
whither ve; ſhall. come, ſay 3 be is 
auy brother. To this relation, which, cor: 


reſponding exactly with his dream 1 in the 


night, carried along with it full evi 
of its authenticity, : Abimelech.. gone 5 

reply; but, to engage the interceſſion. of 
a man ſo much f in fayour with his God, 
and to convince him that they, were not 


ſo totally loſt to all ſenſe. of r 


had imagined, ps Jp and oxen, and 


r and 


n 'th em WHO aba; and d imme: 
* : diately 
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„ 
diately reſtored him Sarah his due: And 
Abimelech moreover ſaid, my land is be- 
fore thee, dwell where it pleaſeth thee. * 

'Thvs Abraham, who from the time of 
his withdrawing from Chaldæa had been 
only a ft r and pilgrim upon earth, 
ha { biebed Pi 70, 2 — had 
directed him, in places unpoſſeſſed and 
uninhabited; where the neighbouring 
people, abounding in ſuch tracts, thought 
it of no conſequence to claim any juriſ- 
diction either over his perſon or property; 
at laſt, even when obliged to remove from 
ſuch a temporary and precarious ſtation, 
into a kingdom where he might juſtly 
think both his property and allegiance in 
as great danger as before, by the ſpecial 
care of Providence, was preſented with the 
royal licence to take up his reſidence in 
any part of the dominions ; and to dwell | 
there independent, a prophet announced, 
the fubje& only of God; with the King's 
farther affyrances to Sarah, that he had 
made her brother ample amends for en- 
dangering his conjugal rights; and that 
ſhe need be under no. more apprehenſions 


on 
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on that ſcore, for, ſays he, behold thy huf- 
band js to thee a covering of the eyes, not 
only unto all that are with thee in thine 
own houſe, or under thy direction; but 
unto! all that are with me, or vader my 
command. Thus ſhe was reproved. 8 
Arabam in return for theſe benefits, con- 


ceded to him partly through fear and part- 
ly from reſpect, prayed unto God. And 


Cod healed Abimelech, and his wife, and 


his maid-ſervants. 

The Lord, having thus provided a place 
of ſafety for his wandering ſervants, * vi- 
ſited Sarah as be had ſaid, and the Lord 


did unto Sarab as he had ſpoken. For 


| Sarah conceived and bare Abraham a ſon. 


in his old age, at the fet time of which 
God had '/poken to him. And Abrabam 
called the name of his ſon that was born 
unto Bim, «whom Sarah bare to him, Tſaac. 


The time and circumſtances of his birth 


declared that the Lord was with him, and 
that his right hand would continue to 
ſtrengthen and uphold him: In him there- 
fore the holy Patriarch faw the crown of 


Ge . i. u TOE IO. 1 
| his 


(%) 


his approved faith and obedience, the com- 
fort and ſupport of his declining years, 
the glory of nations, and a ſure earneſt 
of a future ſtate, 

And Abraham circumeiſed his ſon 
T/aac, being eight days old, as God had 
commanded him ; and Abraham was. an 
hundred years old when his ſon Iſaac was 
born unto bim. And Sarah ſaid, God 
hath made me to laugh, ſo that all that. 
hear me will laugh with me. And [be 
ſaid, who would have ſaid unto Abraham, 
that Sarah ſhould have given children 
fuck : For have borne bim a ſon in bis 
old age. 

And the child grew, and was weaned : 
And Abraham made a great feaſt the 
fame day that Iſaac was weaned : In ac- 
knowledgement no doubt of the ſingular 
indulgence and favor of Heaven in giv- 
ing and preſerving this ſon; and that he 
might have an opportunity of : announcing 
him in the falk aſſembly of his friends 
and dependants as the 163 of promile, as 
the bleed ſeed; from whom, to the 


excluſion of every other pretender, all 
N the 
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the families of the earth ſhould derive 
the ineſtimable bleſſing ſpoken of by the 
Almighty. _ 

And Sarah ſaw Iſhmael, at this time 
above fifteen years old, abetted moſt like- 
ly by his preſumptuous mother, mocking ; 
that 1s, laughing at the above grant made 
to Iſaac of ſpiritual ſuperiority ; and as a 
thing of much greater conſequence and 
more ſubſtantial confideration, ſetting up 
N to the Empire of Canaan; 
nowing, that that land was given by 
' covenant to the ſeed of Abraham; and 
never once ſuppoſing, that the promiſe 
of making his own ſeed a nation could 
have reference to their ſettlement in any 
other part of the world. And thus, 
though born after the fleſh, diſcovering a 
diſpoſition to diſpute the right of inheri- 
tance with him, that was born after the 
you Wherefore Sarah ſaid unto Abra- 
bam caſt out this bond-woman and her 
fon ; for the ſon of this bond-woman ſhall 
not be heir with my ſon, even with 1/aac. 
And the thing was very grievous to 
(a) Gen, . 5 


Abraham 
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Abraham; becauſe his fon, by being caſt 
out at ſuch an early age, would in all 
robability loſe fight of every thing re- 
lang to the true religion; and becauſe 
his life, at leaſt his proſpect of becoming 
the father of twelve Princes, would be 
thereby very much endangered, and the 
intentions of God towards him de- 
feated. Equally diſſatisfied with the con- 
duct of Iſhmael, and the extremity of 
Sarah's reſentment ; diſtracted by the ar- 
guments urged in extenuation and aggra- 
vation of the offence ; divided between 
the affections of huſband and father; the 
old Patnarch knew not how to a&; 

in this dilemma God himſelf condeſcend- 
ed to inſtra& him, let it not be grievous in 
thy fight becauſe of the lad, and becauſe 
of thy bond-woman ; Sarah hath ſpoken 
under my direction; in all that ſhe hath 
faid unto thee, hearken unto her voice; 
the lad, thou knoweſt, came into the world 
with this prophecy concerning him, that 
his hand ſhould be againſt every man, 
and every man's hand againſt him ; in 
this inſtance he has given a conſiderable 
72 p proof 


„ 
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proof of the truth of that prediction, 
and ſhewn ſuch violent ſymptoms of a 
g growing infidelity, that it can neither be 
—= conſiſtent with the ſecurity of the perſon 
| or manners of Iſaac, (in whom thy ſeed 
Hall be called and whoſe of courle is 
the inheritance of this land, as well as of 
j the promiſes) to continue them any longer 
4 together under the ſame roof, or even 
2 within a ſmall diſtance of each other; 

Send Iſhmael therefore from thee, I will 

take care that no evil happen to him on 
= the way; and in remembrance, of my 
. promiſe, I ill indeed make of bim a 
| nation, (becauſe be is thy ſeed) but not in 
this land. Obey my voice therefore, and do 
not vainly imagine, that all that ſpring 
from thy loins, ſhall merely becauſe they 
are thy ſeed, become heirs of the pro- 
miſes, and joint heirs with Iſaac; Tall 
merely by an external compliance with 
the letter of the covenant, be made equal 
partakers in everlaſting benefits, equal in- 
4 heritors of the heavenly Canaan, with 
3 thoſe who adopt the ſpirit of it. Cir- 
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cumciſion, (upon the ſtrength of which, 
the fon of the bond-woman- ſeems to 
imagine himſelf entitled to the rights of 

imogeniture, and thereupon to build 
It preſumptuous, his impious hopes) 1 18 
that of the heart, in the ſpirit; and is of 
no kind of conſequence, Kipp 8 it is a 
token of that faith, which thou hadſt 
being yet uncircumciſed; without this 
latter requiſite, teen {hall become 
uncircumciſion; ſhall not avail the Gentile, 
ſhall not even avail the deſcendants of Iſaac. 

And thou mayeſt clearly perceive my 
intentions upon this head from the ex- 
ample now before thee. One of theſe 
ſons thou hadſt by a bond-maid, the other 
by a free-woman z but he who was of the 
bond-woman was born after the fleſh, but 
he of the free-woman was by promiſe: 
which things are an allegory: N or theſe 
are the two covenants. 

The one hereafter to be ginen 5088 
mount Sinai, in order to keep the choſen 
people from being mingled with the hea» 
then and learning their works, which gen- 
dereth to bondage; being deſigned to at- 

N tach 
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tach the wandering minds of its obſervers 
to ritual ceremonies and carnal ordinan- 
ces; and thereby of neceſſity tending to 
put a veil before their eyes, to contract 
their minds, to make them look upon 
the mere ſacrifice of bulls and lambs and 
goats and doves, and che due obſervance 
of days and months and years, to be of 
more eſtimation in my ſight, than a pro- 
per attention to the things ſignified by 
them; to make them proud, boaſters, 
reſters in the laws, contemners of further 
inſtruction. And this covenant of works 
is Hagar. For this Hagar is from mount 
Sinai in Arabia, near to Egypt; and 
therefore, putting her ſon born after the 
Heſh upon claiming ſo much upon the 
ſole merit of being circumciſed, of con- 
forming to external requiſites ; oppoſing 
by this means, and conſequently not re- 
garding the expreſs declarations in favor 
of the ſon of the promiſe; may very pro- 
perl repreſent the ceremonial law, which 
ſhall be delivered from that mountain to 


thy children on their return out 75 Egypt. | 
But 
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But thou muſt needs be aware, that the 
covenant already confirmed between me 
and thee, the law, which is not to have 
exiſtence till four hundred and thi 
years after that confirmation, cannot diſ- 
annul, that it ſhould make my part in it 
of none effect; or be conſidered as a re- 

uiſition of new terms on thine. But it 
1s to be added, becauſe thy poſterity will 
groſſly depart from thoſe terms; the in- 
tent of it therefore is, to ſhut them up 
unto the faith, which ſhall afterwards be 


revealed and made manifeſt; that is, to 


keep them in ſubjection to my govern- 
ment, notwithſtanding every effort of 
theirs to the contrary, till the ſeed ſhall 
come to whom the promiſe 1s made. 
Wherefore that law is intended only as a 
ſchool-maſter to bring them down by the 
ſeverity of its diſcipline a peculiar people 
to the times of that ſeed; for after * a6 


it is come, and that all mankind may be 


juſtified by faith in the accompliſhment of 
God's promiſes, and obedience to the law 
written in their hearts, there will be no 
longer need of a ſchool-maſter; no farther 


occaſion 
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occaſion for the law ordained by angels 
in the hand of a mediator. The dif- 
miſſion therefore of Hagar, may ſerve to 
foreſhew-the abolition of its {laviſh ordi- 
nances at a proper ſeaſon; and of Iſh- 
mael, the rejection of all Jews after that 
event, who, making the word of God of 
no effect by obſtinately following the tra- 
dition of their fathers, and blindly reſt- 
ing in that law, . or JOE! bleſ- 
ſings only. 
Sarah juſtly eee to the eovenant 
eftabliſhed with thee; which is ſpiritual, 
which is free, which is the mother of 

all them, that, underſtanding the 'real na- 
ture of the promiſes,” by patience in well 
doing ſeek for glory, and honor, and im- 
mortality; and from the birth of Iſaac 
(che long expected and ardently wiſhed 
for ſon of promiſe) look with 2 eye of 
faith and earneſtneſs to that bleſſed ſeed, 
which in the fulneſs of time ſhall be ſent 
forth into the world: Made under the 
law, to fulfil the law; and by fulfilling 
it, to redeem them chat are under the law 
from wad bondage of its beggarly ele- 


ments; 


(e 

ments; made of a woman, to deliver 
them that are made ſubject to vanity from 
the bondage of corruption; that the Gen- 
tiles alſo may receive the promiſe of the 
ſpirit, through faith, and be admitted in- 
to the — liberty of the children of 
God. 

 Abrabam having thus the 8 of 
God, that Hagar and her fon ſhould be 
taken care of, ro/e wp early in the morne 
ing, and in dutiful ſubmiſſion to the hea» 
venly direction /ent them away. 

And it came to paſs about the time of 
this diſmiſſion, ht Abimelech having 
had ſome ſecret intimation of the 
ground of it, and having for ſome time 
obſerved the rapid - progreſs of the Pa- 
triarch's good fortune ; with a foreſight 
and care for his people, becoming a good 
King, came, with: Phicol the chief Condit 
of his hoſt, and pale unto Abraham, ſays 
ing, J plainly perceive that God it with 
| thee in all that thou doeft 2 
Now therefore ſwear unto me here by 


God, that thou wilt not deal falſely with 


25 (a) Gen. Xxi. 22. 
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me, nor attempt any thing againſt the 
peace or dignity of my kingdom; that 
thou wilt oblige thy people in the career 
of their ſucceſs 70 remember Abimelech, 
and the kindneſs he ſhewed to thee ; and, 


according ro that kindneſs, to do to me, 
and to my ſon's ſons, and to the land 
wherein thou haſt ſojourned. And Abra- 
ham ſaid, I will fewear. And Abraham 
reproved Abimelech becauſe of a well of 
water, \which Abimelech's ſervants had 
orcibly taken away, in violation of the 
good Faith ſubſiſting between the two 
friends; And Abimelech ſaid, I wot not 
who hath done this thing: Neither diaſi thou 
tell me, neither yet heard I of it, but to 
day. Satisfied wich this declaration from 
the King; Abraham took ſheep and oxen, 
and according to the general practice 
amongſt the people of the Eaft, whenever 
afk or receive a favor, gave them to 
Abimelech'; and both of them made a co- 
venant according to the tenor of the pre- 
ceding articles. And Abraham ſet ſeven 
ewe-lambs of the flocks by themſetoes 5 and 
Abimelech ſaid unig 8 what mean 


theſe 
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theſe ſeven ewe-lambs which thou haſt, ſet 
by themſebves ?. And be ſaid, theſe ſeven 
erwe-lambs, ſhalt thou take of my hand, 
that they may be a witneſs unto me, that 
1 have digged this well, and that the di- 
ſtrict allotted to me extends thus far. To 
which the King aſſented; wherefore' A- 
braham called the place Beenſbeba, becauſe 
they fware both of them. Thus they made 
a covenant at Beerſheba. . 

Then Abimelech roſe up, and Phicol the 
chief Captain of bis hoſt, and returned from 
the viſit they had made into that part of 
the land of the Philiſtines. where the royal 
city Gerar ſtood. And Abraham, vpon 
the ſecurity of this league of amity, planted 
a grove in Beerſheba, and called on the 
NAME OF THE LORD, THE EVERLAST=- 
ING GOD. 1 0 Wolle 

And Abrabam ſojourned in the Philiſ- 
tine's land many days, reverenced and 
eſteemed by his neighbours, quiet in the 
poſſeſſion of the diſtrict which he held by 
courteſy, and undiſturbed in the qgpen 
profeſſion of his religion. | 

O 2 _ Having 
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Having been thus at leifure to com- 
pare, and ſet in order the ſeveral pieces 
of information, which he had receiv- 
ed on the great ſubject, in which he 
was ſo deeply intereſted ; he ſaw that 
he had been gradually made acquainted 
with the particular nature and deſign of 
the Jewiſh oxconomy, with the giving of 
the law from mount Sinai, with the ſettle- 
ment of his poſterity in the land of Ca- 
naan, with the birth of a Deliverer in the 
nativity of Iſaac, with the abolition of 
the law of works and the rejection of un- 
believers in the perſons of Hagar and 
Iſhmael, and with many other circum- 
ſtances preceding or attending thoſe events: 
Bis curioſity therefore muſt of neceſſity 
at this time have made him very inquiſi- 
tive about the perſon, rank, and condition 
of him, who was to make his appearance 
once in the end of the world; very im- 
portunate to know the ultimate iſſue of 
thoſe great and diſtant preparations for 
* his reception; very anxious to be inform- 
1 ed in what manner the Deliverer was to 
bruiſe the ſerpent's head, how all the 
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families of the earth were to be bleſſed by 
him. i 

God therefore, who wiſhed not to hide 
from Abraham any thing that was intend- 
ed to be done in the matter of religion; and 
at the ſame time to complete the courſe 
of revelations, which he had vouchſafed 
to the great Patriarch, in ſuch a manner, 
as to make them evidently appear to be 
the orderly parts of one entire diſpenſa- 


(a) „ The words of Jeſus in John viii, 56. allude, as will be 
« ſhewn hereafter, to this pallage. Taking this therefore at preſent 
« for granted: We are aſſured, by the higheſt authority, that 
Abraham had, in fact, this very a»fre highly raiſed ia him: Tour 
Father Abraham rejaiced to ſet my day, and be ſaw it, and wat glad. 


eld, na} xd. Now the words i= dn 19 i, ignity in the origi- 
nal, THAT HE MIGHT SEE. So that the text plainly ©. 
tinguiſhes two different periods of joy: 5 

The firſt, when it was promiſed he ſhould ſee; 

The ſecond, when he actually ſaw. 
And it is to be obſerved, that, wg ing to out gb the 
words, in G is implied the - tumultuous uce, 
which the certain expectation of an approaching bleſling, under · 
food only in the groſs, occaſions; and in vage that calm and 
ſettled joy, which ariſes from our knowled in the poſſeſſion of it. 
2 * the hiſtory of Allem, hack plainly chris 

n& periods. 

The firſt, contains God's promiſe to grant Abraham's requeſt, 
when he rejoiced that he ſhould /ee. 02 

Wichin the ſecond period was the delivery of he command, 
with which Moſes” account begins. 

And Abrattam's obedience, through which he /aw CHRIST. 
dry, und , glad, includes the third. Sree Warb. Dir, Leg. 
V. 5. P. agg agg. K 10 10 "40548 

Mal | 9 1 on; 


1 


( TIO ) 


tion; condeſcended to tell him, that his 

ent entreaties ſhould be attended to. 
Abraham received the intimation with 
raptures of delight, rejoicing with exceed- 
ing great joy, that it was at laſt permitted, 
that be might ſee that important day. 

But in giving directions neceſſary to 
effect this purpoſe, God, as at all times 
heretofore, thought proper to exerciſe the 
faith of his ſervant, by putting him upon 
an act, the performance of which would 
juſtly entitle him to ſo great a favor. 

For it came to paſs AFTER ALL THESE 
THINGS, that God did tempt Abraham, 
and ſaid unto him, Abraham; and he ſaid, 
behold here I am; and be ſaid, take now 
thy ſon, thine 7 ſon Iſaac, whom. thou 
loveſt,, and get thee into the land of Mo- 
riab; and offer him there for a burnt- 
offering upon one 25 the eee which 


1 will tell thee of. 


(a) Tus COMMAND, ſays the Author of 
the Div. Leg. 1s MERELY AN INFORMATION 
BY - ACTION, INSTEAD OF WORDS, OF THE 
GREAT - SACRIFICE OF CHRIST . FOR THE 
REDEMPTION OF MANKIND, GIVEN AT THE 


EARNEST REQUEST OF ABRAHAM, WHO 
LONGED 


MS 


LONGED IMPATIENTLY TO SEE CHRIST'S 
DT ci ; | 
The foundation of my Theſis I lay in that 
ſcripture of St. John, where Jeſus ſays to the 
unbelieving Jews, YOUR FATHER ABRAHAM 
REJOICED TO SEE MY DAY; AND HE SAW 
IT, AND WAS GLAD. | 
I. If we conſider Abraham's peculiar cha- 
racter, we cannot but conclude it probable, that 
the knowledge of the Redeemer, would be re- 
vealed to him, 6 \ Abd] 
And here, in the words of Jeſus, we have 
this probable truth ariling from the nature of 
the thing, made certain—Abraham rejoiced to ſee 
Now when the figurative word Day is uſed, 
not to expreſs in general the period. of any one's 
- exiſtence, but to denote- his - peculiar office and 
employment, it muſt needs ſignify that very cir- 
cumſtance in his life, which is characteriſtic of 
ſuch office and employment. But Jeſus is here 
ſpeaking of his peculiar office and employment, 
as appears from the occaſion of the debate; which 
was his ſaying, if any man keep my commandments, 
he ſhall never taſte of death; intimating thereby the 
virtue of his office of Redeemer. Therefore by 
the word DAY muſt needs be meant that cha- 
radteriſtic circumſtance of his life: But that 
circumſtance was the laying down his life for 
the redemption of mankind. Conſequently, 
by the word DAY is meant the great ſacrifice of 
CYHRMT.:: > 13499 5 127 b 
ade II. But 
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II. But not only the matter, but the manner, 
likewiſe of this great revelation, is delivered in 
the text Abrabum rejoiced to sv my day, and be 
SAW it. — ivz IaH. v nutipar Thy i x, ELAE, — 
This evidently ſhews the revelation to have been 
made, not by relation in words, but by REPRR· 
SENTATION in action. The verb , is fre- 
_ quently uſed in the New Teſtament, in its pro- 
per ſignification, to /ee -/ibly. But whether 
uſed literally or figuratively, it always denotes 
a full intuition. That the expreſſion was as 

in the Syrian language uſed by Jeſus, as 
here in the Greek of his hiſtorian, appears from 
the reply the Jews. made to him— 7 how art not 
yet fifty years old, and baſt tbou s EEN Abraham? 
Plainly intimating, that they underſtood the 
aſſertion of Abraham's 22 Chriſts day, to 
ou roy bevulding fir ſod. 

We muſt conclude wa from the words 
of the text, that the redemption -of mankind 
was not only revealed to Abraham, but was re- 
vealed likewiſe by REPRESENT ATION, | 

Zo far then is clear, that Abraham had agen 
this revelation. The next queſtion will be, 
whether we can reaſonably expect to find it in 
the hiſtory of his life, recorded in the Old Te- 
tament ?' And that we may find it here, both 
the words of Jeſus, and the nature of the thing, 

_ aſſure us. 

I. We learn, by the hiſtory of Chri- mini- 
ftry, that in his diſputations with the Jews, he 
never urged them with any circumſtance of God's 

diſpenſations 


LEW 
diſpenſations to their forefathers, which they 
either were not, or might not be, well acquaint- 
ed with by the ſtudy of their ſcriptures. The 
reaſon is evident. That, for the neceſſary ſup- 
port of his character againſt the unfavorable 
prejudices of unbelievers, he muſt appeal to 
tome acknowledged facts. 

Theſe were all contained in SCRIPTURE and 
TRADITION. 

But we know he took all octukions of decrying 
their. TRADITIONS, as impious corruptions, 
which had rendered the WRIT TEN word of none 
effect. | 

We conclude therefore, from  Jesus's own 
words, that the circumſtance of . Abraham's 
knowledge of his DAY is certainly to be found 
in Abraham's hiſtory. 

II. But though this did not appear from tlie 
words of Jetus, yet it might be collected from 
the very nature of the thing. 

For admit only the fact (as we now muſt) 
that Abraham did ſee CunisT's day, and it is 
utterly incredible, that ſo capital a circumſtance 
ſhould be omitted in his hiſtory, a ſacred re- 
cord, pre- ordained for one of the ſupports and 
evidences of Chriſt's religion. 

_ Having thus ſhewn, that the doctrine of Re- 
demption was revealed to Abraham; and that 
the hiſtory of that revelation is recorded in ſcrip- 
ture, we proceed to the proof of theſe two points. 

I. That there is no place, in the whole hif- 
tory of Abraham but this, where he 1s com- 

| P manded 
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manded to offer up his ſon, which bears the 
leaſt mark or reſemblance of ſuch a revelation. 

This point is evident on the moſt curſory 
peruſal of the hiſtory. Unleſs, the famous 
promiſe of God to Abraham, that in bim ſhould 
all the families of the earth be bleſſed, be under- 
ſtood to be that revelation. * To this, if it 

4% ſhould be brought as an objection, it is re- 

* plied in terms ſomewhat different from thoſe 

* of Bp. Warburton. That in conſequence of 
e this revelation, the Patriarch was permitted 

* to ſee ſo far into the GENERAL ſcheme of re- 
*« demption, as to know, that this bleſſing was 
to be derived ſome way or other from him to 

the reſt of mankind ; but that there is no 

* intimation in this ſcripture of his being let 
© into the PARTICULAR method of it, of his 
*« $EEING CHRIST's DAY: For the record of 
« this laſt revelation, which Jeſus aſſures us he 
c had, we muſt therefore look elſewhere.” We 


come therefore, | 
IT. To the ſecond point: Which is to ſnew, 
that the command to offer up Iſaac was the very 
revelation of CHRIS T's DAY ; or the redemp- 
tion of mankind, by his death and fufferings. 
1. We may obſerve from Abraham's hiſtory, 
that all God's revelations to him, even to this 
laſt, open by degrees; and relate, primarily 
indeed, to his poſterity according to the fleſh, 
but ultimately to the whole race of mankind. 
Theſe are the two great coincident traths, to 


which all theſe revelations tend, | 
| 2. But 
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2. But the laſt, the famous command in 
queſtion, as it hath been hitherto underſtood, 
is not cnly quite disjoined from the reſt of Abra- 
ham's hiſtory, but likewiſe occupies a place in 
it, which, according to our ideas of things, it 
hath certainly uſurped. The command is ſup- 

oſed to be given as a trial only. Now when 
the great ſearcher of hearts is pleaſed to try his 
ſervants ; as in this, he condeſcends to the man- 
ner of men, who cannot. judge of the merit of 
their inferior agents without trial ; ſo we may 
be aſſured, he would accommodate himſelf to 
their manner likewiſe, in that which is the 
material circumſtance of a trial : But, amongſt 
men, the agent is always tried before he be ſet 
on work, or rewarded; and not after ; becauſe 
the trial is in order to know, or to make 1t 
known, whether he be fit for the work, or de- 
ſerving of the reward. When we come there- 
fore to this place, and ſee a commend only to 
tempt or try Abraham, we naturally expect, on 
his anſwering to the trial, to find him impor- 
tantly employed or greatly rewarded, On the 
contrary we are told, that this trial was made | 
after all his work was done, and all his reward $ 
received ; Nay, what is ſtill more ſtrange, after 1 
he had been ſo tried already, that his faith had 1 
been accounted to him for righteouſneſs. * 
We muſt needs conclude therefore, that the | 9 
command was not, according to the common no- 
tion, @ trial only, | | 
P 2 Yet = 
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Yet as the ſacred text aſſures us it was a trial; 
and as a trial neceſſarily precedes the employ- 
ment or reward of the perſon tried; we mult 
likewiſe conclude, that as no employment, ſo ſome 
benefit followed this trial. 

Now, on our interpretation, a benefit, as we 
ſhall ſee, did follow: We have reaſon therefore 
to conclude that this interpretation is the true. 

3. Having ſeen the difficulties ariſing from 
the common interpretation of the command ; let 
us view it now, in the new light in which we 


have adventured to place it. And here we ſhall 


find, that every circumſtance of the ſtory con- 


curs to ſupport our interpretation. 


4. For we find the revelation of /the particu- 
lar method of effecting) the redemption of man- 
kind in that very place, where, whether con- 
ſidered in itſelf, or relatively, as the completion 


of the reſt, we ſhould, according to all the rules 


of plain ſenſe, be diſpoſed to ſeek it. 

5. And according to our ſenſe of the command, 
the trial, as is meet, precedes the laſt and greats 
eſt favor ever beſtowed by God on Abraham. 

6. To confirm all this, we may conſider that 
this interpretation of the command is moſt ea 
and natural ; as being entirely agreeable to the 
ancient way of communicating information, by 
actions inſtead of words; and to God's method, 
in compliance to a general cuſtom, of inſtruct- 


ing the holy Patriarchs and Prophets in his 


will. ah 
7. Again, 
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7. Again, as the high importance of this re- 
velation ſeemed to require its being given in the 
ſtrong and forcible way of action, ſo nothing 
can be conceived more appoſite to convey the 
information required, than %s very action. 

Abraham deſired earneſtly to be let into the 
myſtery of the Redemption; and God, to in- 
ſtruct him (in the beſt manner humanity is ca- 
pable of receiving inſtruction) let Abraham feel 
by experience, what it was to loſe a beloved 
ſon: The Son born miraculouſly, when Sarah 
was paſt child-bearing, as Jeſus was miracu- 
louſly born of a pure Virgin. The duration 
too of the action was the ſame, as that between 
Chriſt's death and reſurrection; both which 
were deſigned to be repreſented in it: As like- 
wiſe the intermediate typical ſacrifice, in the Mo- 
ſaic economy, was repreſented by the permitted 
facrifice of the ram, offered up inſtead of Iſaac. 

8. The laſt reaſon I ſhall offer in ſupport of 
this point, is the alluſian which Jeſus makes (in 
theſe words, Abraham rejoiced to ſee my day), 
to the following words of Moſes, in the hiſtory 
of the command And Abraham called the name 
of that place Fehovab-jireh ; as it is ſaid to this 
day, in the mount ef the Lord it ſhall be ſeen. © 

To ſhew, that Jeſus alluded to theſe words 
of Moſes, and had them in his eye, when he 
ſpeaks of Abraham's rejoicing io ſee bis day, it will 
be proper to conſider the true force and mean- 
ing of either text, weng 

ä Fe 


( 118 ) 
The words of Jeſus have been fully conſider- 


cd already. 


And, in the words of Moſes ( Abraham called 
the name of that place Jehovah-jireh: As it is ſaid 
to this day, in the mount of the Lord it (hail be ſeen, ) 
we have the aſſertion of Jeſus confirmed, that 
Abraham ſaw Chri/i's day and was glad. 

Jebouab. jireb ſignifies, as ſeveral of the beſt 
interpreters agree, THE LORD SHALL BE SEEN. 

Bur with what propriety could this name be 

ven to it by Abraham, if, in this tranſaction, 
— had not ſeen the repreſentation of the Lord's 
Paſſion, which was to happen in a future age ? 
And if he did ſee it, how appolite was the 
name? The hiſtorian goes on— As it is ſaid 10 
this day, in the mount of the Lord, it ſbail be ſeen ; 
or more exactly to the Hebrew—for be ſaid, 
in the mount THE LoRD SHALL, BE SEEN. , 
In the firſt part of the verſe the ſacred 


hiſtorian tells us, that Abraham called the 


mount, the Lord ſhall be ſeen ; and in the latter 


part he acquaints us with the manner how 


Abraham impoted that appellation, namely, by 
the uſe of a proverbial ſpeech, implying the 
reaſon of the name—To day in the mount, THE 
LoRD SHALL BE SEEN. Conformably to this 
interpretation of the text, the hiſtorian, on his 
entrance on the tranſaction, calls the land of 
Moriah, to which Abraham went with Ifaac 
(according to Jerom's interpretation) THz LAND 
OF VISION, Which ſhews that the words of Je- 
ſus, Abraham sa MY DAY and was GLAD, 

evidently, 
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evidently allude to this extraordinary circum- 
ſtance ; namely, the diſpoſition of Abraham's 
mind upou the occaſion, expreſſed in his me- 
morial of a new name impoſed upon the ſcene 
of action; the ancient way of commemorating 
joyful and happy events. 

In a word, Jeſus ſays, Abraham ſaw his day; 
and Abraham, by the name he impoſed upon 
the mount, declares the ſame thing. But as 
the viſion was of a public, not of a private na- 
ture, he expreſſes himſelf in terms, which ſig- 
nify what mankind in general /hall ſee, not what 
he himſelf bad ſcen— THE LoRD SHALL BE 
SEEN. From a vague alluſion therefore, of the 
words of Jeſus, to this hiſtory of the command 
in general, we have now fixed them to the very 
words of Moſes, to which they more particu- 
larly refer. | | 

The ſum then of the argument is this—Jeſus 
expreſsly ſays that Abrabam ſaw and rejoiced to ſee 
his day, or the great ſacrifice for the fins of man- 
kind by repreſent ation The records of ſacred hiſ- 
tory muſt needs verify his aſſertion - But there is 
no placein ſcripture which preſentstheleaſt traces 
of this revelation, except the hiſtory of the 
command to offer up Ifaac—This hiſtory not 
only eaſily and naturally admits of ſuch a ſenſe, 
but even demands it—and reciprocally, this ſenſe 
gives all imaginable light to the hiſtory ; 'and 


removes the greateſt difficulties attending the 


common interpretation of it. Hence we con- 
clude with certainty, that e command to Abra- 


ham 


| 


| 
is 
{ 
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bam to offer up his ſan was only an 1NFoRMA- 
TION BY ACT10Nw, which, at, Abraham's earneſt 
requeſt, God was graciouſly pleaſed to give 
him, of the great ſacrifice of Cbriſi for the re- 
demption of mankind. The thing to be proved. 

Two great ends ſeem to be gained by this 
interpretation: | 

1. The ſupporting the connection and de- 

ndency between the two revelations. 

For this interpretation makes the hiſtory of 
the command a DIRECT prophecy of Chriſt as 
Redeemer of the world ; whereas the common 
brings it, at moſt, to a TYPICAL intimation. 
now the evidence of aire prophecies is con- 
feſſedly ſuperior to that of pes. 

2. The other end gained is, the freeing the 
command from a ſuppoſed violation of natural 
law. 

For, the command being only the orant of an 
earneſt requeſt, and known by Abraham, at the 
time of impoſing, to be ſuch a grant, he could 
not poſſibly have any doubt concerning the 
Author of it; it being, as was ſaid, only the 
conveyance of information by aclion inſtead of 
words, in conformity to the common mode of 
converſe in the more early times. This action 
therefore being mere ſcenery, had No MORAL 
IMPORT; that is, it conveyed, or implied none 
of thoſe INTENTIoNs in him who commanded 
it, and in him who obeyed the command, 
which go along with actions that have a moral 


import, Conſequently the injunction and obeatence, 
in 


(227 )). 


in an action which hath no ſuch import, can 
no way affect the moral character of the perſons 
concerned: And conſequently, this command 
could occaſion no miſtakes concerning the di- 
vine attributes, with regard to God's delighting 
in human ſacrifices. On the contrary, the 
very intormation conveyed by it, was the high- 
eſt aſſurance to the perſon informed of Ged $ 
good will toward man. Hence we fee, there 
was not the leaſt occaſion, when God remitted 
the offering of Iſaac, that he ſhould” formally 
condemn human ſacrifices, to prevent Abrahan: 
or his family's talling into an opinion, that ſuch 
facrifices were not diſpleaſing to him; any more 
than for the prophet Ahijah, when he rent Je- 
roboam's garment into twelve pieces to denot> 
the enſuing diviſion in the tribes of Iſrael, t> 
deliver a moral precept againſt the fin of de- 
ſpoiling and inſulting our neighbour: For th 
command having no moral import, as being only 
an INFORMATION BY ACTION, where one thin, 
ſtood for- the repreſentative of a:.other, all the 
_ conſequence that could be deduced from it wa: 
only this, that the so or Gop ſhould: be o! 
fered up for the fins of mankind. 
However it is to be conſidered, that the pri: - 
ple of à feigned. repreſentation's having no mo! ©/ 
import is employed to free the command fre: 
the infidel objection, that it was an enjoinea ., 
criſice; not from the objection of its being wt 
PORE death, lnb. 


For 
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For a human ſacrifice commanded might juſtly | 
be ſuppoſed to diſcredit revelation, as giving 
countenance 'and ehopuragennens, to that horrid 
ſuperſtition. * 

Whereas with regard to the juſtification of a 
ſample death commanded, we may confide in the 
common argument of divines, taken from God's 
ſovereign right over his creatures: Whoſe power 
could inſtantaneouſly repair the loſs, or whoſe 


| goodneſs would abundantly reward the act of 


obegience.' 

Hine, as, by the command, Abraham under- 
ſtood the nature of man's redemption ; ſo, by 
the nature of that redemption, he knew that 
the ſcenical repreſentation uus r end happily : 
Therefore was he not put upon any thing 
morally wrong. But though, as we ſee, Abra- 
ham could have no ſtruggles with himſelf, from 
any doubts that he might violate morality in 
paying obedience to the command ; yet did the 
merit of that obedience, where the natural feel- 
ings were ſo alarmed, deſerve all the encomiums 
beſtowed upon it in holy writ. 

The Reader has here been preſented with the 
ſubſtance of what the incomparable author of 
the Div. Leg. of Moſes, has ſaid upon this 
ſubject ;- extracted without any intentional miſ- 
repreſentation, and with only ſuch. tranſpoſitions 
and alterations as an epitome required. Who- 
ever wiſhes to ſee the ſubject treated upon at 
large, and every poſſible objection to the inter- 


pretation here given to it, removed, will find 
their 
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Aſtoniſhing command! To appear- 
ance, how deſtructive of his goodly hopes ! 
Yet Abraham's confidence in the wiſdom 
and authority of God was now ſo per- 
fealy eſtabliſhed, and he had ſo often, 
and upon ſuch great occaſions experienced 


his immediate care and protection, that 


he made no reply to this ſevere trial of 
his faith; expreſſed no ſurprize, no re- 
luctance, no commiſeration; made no ex- 
poſtulations on the receipt of a command 
ſo. cruel and ſo oppolite to the affections 
{truggling within his breaſt ; but regard- 
leſs what thoughts might ariſe; in men's 
hearts to his prejudice, 70% up early in 
the morning, and ſaddled his aſs, and took" 

two of his young men with him, and Iſaac 
47 ſon ; and clave the wood for a burnt- 
offering ; and went forth, in obedience to 
the heavenly bidding, to offer up his well- 
beloved ſon, of whom it was faid, 17 
1/aac ſhall thy ſeed be called. Two days 
he ſpent in fruitleſs ſearch after the divine 


their pains amply rewarded by a peruſal of the 
original, Vol. 5. P. 197—28r, 


"2 tokens ; 


e 
tokens; a diſappointment, which a man 
of a leſs vigorous turn of mind' than 
Abraham, would have haſtily interpreted 
into a remiſſion of the trying command: 
But he with unabated diligence and reſo- 
lution Perſiſted 1 in the taſk : For he ſaw, 
from analogy, that without ſhedding 0 
blood there could be no remiſſion of Aire 5 
he was of conſequence perſuaded; chat 
whoever was the perſon, whatever Ris 


rank, whatever his condition, that ſhould! 


in the fulneſs' of time wndertake the 5 
demption of mankind, muſt do it, b 

giving his life a mnſom for their iniqui- 

ties; he had the Almi ty's word for 76, 
char from Iſaac 8 that - ineftirmable 
bleſſing be derived; he was conſcious, 
with What ardent expectation and unceaf- 
ing importunity he had wiſfied to be made 
e with the great myſtery of god- 


lineſs; He recolle&ed; that this extraor- 


dinary command, was in anfwer to thoſe 
his hopes and enttestles 3 and that being 


conveyed to him in the ſame unqueſtion- 


able manner with the reſt, it mult come 


alſo from the ſame God: And therefore, 


upon 


* 4 " * * | . | 
Fn . f * 7 + n N e » . — "I - 5 _ | * 4 
by \ 0 A : - 


: 


( 12 5 ) 
upon laying circumſtances! together, he 
clearly foreſaw, that as the birth of Iſaac 
was an earneſt of the birth of that glo- 
nous character, ſo the command to ſacri- 
fice Iſaae mult: be intended to produce 
ſome neceſſary information, ſome pro- 

hecy, or ſome type of the ſacrifice of the 
edeemer; and that in obeying it, he 
ſhould be indulged with a fight of his 
perſon and his characteriſtic day; ac 
counting, that if God found the death 
of his ſon Iſaac neceſſary to the further- 
ance of that gracious purpoſe, he was not 
only able, but 1 the expre ſs tenor 
of his word to raiſe him up 9 the 
dead for the E of the 
promiſes. 5 | 
Such encouraging refle&ions as theſe 
were paſſing in his mind, when on zhe 
third day Abraham lifted up bis eyes and 
ſaw the ef afar off, of which God had 
told Bim. And Abraham ſaid uttto his 
young men, abide you bere with the afs ; 
and I and the lad will go yonder and wor- 
/hip, and come again to you. Aud * 
an 
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ham. took the wood of the burnt-ofering * 
and laid it upon 1jaac his ſon; and be 
tool the fire in his hand, and a knife; 
and they went both of them together. And 
 1Jaac ſpale unto Abraham bis father, and 
faid, my father © And he ſaid, here am 
1, my" ſon; and he ſaid, behold the fire 
and 1 wood, but. where is the lamb for 
a burnt-offering ?' And Abrabam without 
any heſitation or diſorder replied, my /on, 
God will provide himſelf @ lamb for a 
burnt-offering : So they went both of them 
together. And they came to the place 
which God had told 2 of ; and Abraham 
built an altar there, and laid the wood in 
order; b and bound Jſaac bis fon, and 
laid 73a on the altar upon the wood. And 
Abraham : ſtretched forth bis band os. 


zook the knife to flay brs on. 


(a) Chriſt likewiſe bare his own 1 John xix. 17) 


(b) Aud beand Iſaac his ſon) Both his hands, and: his feet, as 
it is explained in Pirke Elizfer, Cap. 31. When the Gentiles ; 
offered human ſacrifices, they tied both their hands behind their 
backs, as appears from Ovid, LL, 3. de Pont. Eleg. 2. and other 
authors. Nether Ifaac was thus bound, matters not; but we 
cannot doubt, that Abraham had now acquainted him with the 
will of God, and perſuaded him — ly to comply, and ſubmit 
to it: Wherein he prefigured Ch e more exactly, who laid 
„ his life of himſelf, and no man mm his conſent) could * 


ale it from him, as he ſpeaks, John x. 17, 18. We have reaſon 
to 
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Iſaac, the heir of promiſe, was now 
five and twenty years old, and during 
that time nothing had occurred, exclufive 


of what his father had told him, that 


might have given him certain information 
of the nature of the covenant he was en- 
gaged in. What then could be to him 
a ſtronger, or more convincing confirma- 
tion of the truth of the relations con- 
cerning himſelf, than at the very extre- 
mity of life, at the perilous inſtant of 
being ſacrificed, | hearing with his own 
ears a voice from heaven bearing teſtimony 
to the unparalled excellence of his fa- 
ther's truſt and obedience, and to the co- 
venant eſtabliſhed in himſelf? For as the 


to believe this of Iſaac, becauſe he being younger and ſtronger 
could have made reſiſtance, had he been ſo minded. (% Which 


% ſubmiſſion therefore, by the by, affords a ſtrong preſum tive 


«© proof in favor of Bp. Warburton's hy potheſis.“)  Fo/ephus 
ſays he was rawenty-five years old. L. 1. Antiq. 14. And Bochart 
makes him twenty-eight ; the word Naar, which we tranflate Lad, 
being uſed for one of that age; nay, Jaſeph is called ſo when he 
was thirty years old, Hierozoic.” P. 1. I. z. C. 9. This is certain, 
that he was old enough to carry ſuch: a of wood, (v. 6.) as 
was ſufficient to make a fire to offer up a burnt-offering. There 
are thoſe alſo, who think Zac was laid upon the altar to be of- 
fered, in that very place where Chriſt was crucitied. - And thus 
much is true, that though mount Calvary was without Feru/alem; 
and therefore different trom mount Moriah, on which the temple 
ſtood: Yet they were ſo near, and it is likely, only parts of one 
and the fame mountain, that they were antiently both compre- 
kended under the name of Moriak.' Patrick's Comment. 


uplifted, 
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uplified arm of the Patriarch was 2-4 
to give the fatal ſtroke, 

n the Lord arreſted it in its Fry 

by ſuddenly calling anto him out of ie 

wen and ſaying, Abrabam, Abraham! 

And be ſaid, bert am I. And he ſaid, 


A not thine ham upon the lad, neither 


dorthou any thing unto him; For now 1 
now Pg thou :feare/t. God, feeing thou 
haſt not:with-beld thy ſan, thise only ſan 


From me. This cingular © inſtance of fi- 


3 .amply . juſtify the abundance 
of amy favors Wes 15 thus putting 


all thy former hopes and — expecta- 


tions to the hazard, by venturing on the 


laerifice) of thy. ſon in obedience to my 
command, thou haſt made it evident to 


_ thyſelf, to Iſaac, to -poſterity, that thou 


art a man, worthy of being ſelected from 
the reſt, of men, to be the parent under 
God of his choiceſt bleſſing to mankind; 
and to be entruſted 8 
cation of relating to the wor 

of 1 — have the Goſpel, 
and the things which have been peter 


ſince the world began, preached unto thee. 
Know 


(61290 


Know then, my approved ſervant, that 
as by one man's diſobedience fin entered 
into the world, and death by fin; and 
death hath paſſed upon all men, even 
over them that have not ſinned after the 
ſimilitude of Adam's tranſgreſſion; for 
all have in ſome way or other come 
ſhort of the glory of God, and have 
thereby incurred the penalty of death; 
foreſeeing that this would be the caſe, 
it has been my purpoſed reſolution, ſince 
the world began, to ſend my only be- 
gotten ſon into the world in the fulneſs 
of time; born of a woman, that for as 
much one te children are partakers of 
fleſh and blood, he alſo himſelf likewiſe 
may take part of the ſame; that being by 
this means ſubject to death, he may 
through death deſtroy him chat hath the 
power of death, that is, the devil. Where- 
fore he ſhall not take upon him the nature 
of angels, but the ſeed of thee, faithful 
and beloved, that not being a perſon 
which cannot be touched with the feeling 
of your infirmities, but being in all points 
| tempted as men are, yet without fin, he 


— — 
# 


permiſſion ſanctifieth to the pu 
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may be a merciful and faithful High Prieſt 


in things pertaining to God; and thou 
moreoyer knowelt that every High Prieſt 


1 ordained to offer gifts and — 
where fore it is of — that chis man 
have ſomewhat allo to offer. Now in 
facrifice, and offering, and burnt offerings, 


and offering for su, L have no pleaſure; 


they are merely ſhadows of 2 things 
to come, and can never make the comers 
thereunto perfect; Therefore ſhall the 
Meſſiah offer his own. prepared body once 
for all a general, ſufficient, and acceptable 
facrifice for the Sins of the whole world. 
For if till the time of. reformation the 
blood of Bulls, and of Goats, and the aſhes 
of an Heifer ſprinkling the unclean, by my 
rifying of the 
fleh ; how much more ſhall the blood of 
Meſſiah, who, through theeternalſpirit,ſhall 
offer himſelf without ſpot to God, purge the 
onſciences of men from dead works to 
— the living God? And having thus 
by his oe 3 the 

Ky lace, and obtained eternal redemp- 
or mankind, then an he for ever 


ſit 
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fit down at the right hand of God, from 
thenceforth expecting till his enemies be 
made his footſtool. 

2 this his death and paſſion are the 
| images and — of every thi 

in "gh wy Law of facrifices; hen 18 
death and paſſion will fulfill, and by ful- 
filling aboliſh that Law, that the . — 
which I will make with them after thoſe 
days may be eſtabliſhed; which is, that I 
will put my laws into their hearts, and in 
their minds will I write them; and their 
ſins and iniquities will Ltenainhet no more; 
now where remiſſion of theſe is, there is 
no more offering for ſin : So that by one 
offering once offered in the end of the 
world, he ſhall become the Author of 
eternal ſalvation to all them that obey him; 
that is, his death ſhall be an attonement 
whereby that part of mankind which ſhall 
believe in God through the Meſſiah, ſhall 
not only be juſtified by his blood, but 
ſhall be faved from wrath throu 5 Aim; 
and being ſaved from wrath, ſhall be re- 
adopted children of God, and inheritor of 
the kingdom of Heaven: And this Lamb 
R 2 intended 
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intended to be ſlain from the foundation 
of the World for the ſins thereof, thou 
plainly ſeeſt is of my own providing, that 
to man the forgiveneſs may be free: 
Therefore in Iſaac, the heir of promiſe, thus 
redeemed from imminent — ſee all 
thoſe, whether Jews or Gentiles, bond or 
free, who walk in the ſteps of thy faith, 
delivered from the bonda ge of corruption 
and the death of fin by the ſacrifice of Meſ- 
ſiah, as thy Son ſhall be by the ſacrifice of the | 
ram behind thee which Vicaria ſacrifice; 1 
will accept, and conſider as the repreſentative 
of Meſſiah's oblation, till the times of re- 


Fd freſhing ſhall come, till the day ſpring from 


on high ſhall viſit the World. And from 
thy own feelings when the kbke approach- 
ed Fon throat of thy darling Son, be to 
underſtand the exceeding great love that 
I have for the Sons of Men, that when 
ſcarcely for a righteous man any mortal 
can be found who will dare to die; Vet 
that God commendeth his love toward 
men, in that while they are yet ſinners, 
the Meſſiah, the only begotten of his father, 

his e in whom he is well pleaſed, 


will 
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will be ſuffered to die for them. Upon 
this information, Abraham lifted up bis 
eyes and looked, and behold, the Lord had 
indeed provided for himſelf a burnt offer- 
ing, for behind him he found à ram caught 
in a thicket by bis horns; And Abraham 
went and took the ram; and with all pro- 
per ſolemnity and gratitude offered him up 
or a burnt offering in the ſtead of his Son. 
And Abraham called 'the name of that. 
place Fehovab-jireh ; becauſe upon that 
ſpot the Lord will provide himſelf a Lamb 
for ſacrifice: And Abraham rejoiced' and 
was exceeding glad to ſee that day of pro- 
pitiation ; and took care ſo to abi the 
things chat had been dena to him, 
that in the time of Moſes, that part of 
mount Moriah retained a name exactly 
expreſſing Abraham's intelligence, for it 
was called by a name ſignifying 7 the 

mount of the Lord it '/ball be feen. 
Now whilſt the burning ram was ſending 
a ſweet ſmelling ſavour up to Heaven, being 
accompanied with the prayers and praiſes 
and thankſgiving of two righteous men, be 
An el of the Lord called unto Abraham 


our 


* 
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out of Heaven the ſerond time, and ſaid, 
by myſelf have I ſworn, ſaith the Lord, for 
becauſe thou haſt done this thing, and haſt 
not-with-held thy Son, thine only Son, that 
in bleſſing 1 wil bleſs thee, 4 in mul 
tiplying Iwill multiply thy ſced as the ftars 
of Heaven, and as the ſand which is upon 
the Sea ſhore; And thy feed ſhall 727% 


the gate of his enemies; And in thy ſeed 


5 all the Nations of the Earth be bleſſed; 


becauſe thou haſt obeyel my voice. 


Thus, by a are from the mouth 
of an Angel, is the obedience of Abraham 


x expreſſſy faid to be the conſideration 
K Sed ne the Almighty confirms the co- 


venant in him: The higheſt degrees of 
his faith or belief in the word and power 


of God, without theſe overt manifeſtati- 


ons of it, without theſe actions ex | 
of him in conſequence of it, would have 
availed him 1 80 Faith as it conſiſts, and 
reſts inthe ad of believing merely is dead. 


Jo obey is better than ſacriſice; and by obe- 


dience was Abraham's faith made perfect; 

And the reward ofit deſerredly proportioned. 

to the evidence of its reality in W 
e 
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'The proiniſes confirmed before in A- 
bah ain Ge God of Truth would no doubt 
have brought to bear in fuch a manner, 
as to have left no room for complaint, no 
room for cavil about the completion of 
them, let the fubſequent behaviour of the 
other party have been what 1 it would. But 
when, on the contrary, it it continued ad- 
vaneing in ion, ſo as to obtain the 
victory in moſt violent conflict that 
fleſh and blood could poflibly be engaged 
in, the Almighty, as at other times, con- 
deſcended to make a revelation of his will 
to the holy patriarch upon the moſt im- 
portant point of N. and not only 
ſo, but to ingeminate every part of the 
grand promiſe — to 1 65 particular 
protection and Pen of himſelf 
and his poſterity. To the ſpiritual part 
no adkidden cd be made: But however 
as amongſt men an oath for confirmation 


is to them an end of all ſtrife, therefore 


God, willing more abundantly to ſhew 
unto. the heirs of promiſe the immutabi- 
lity of his kk confirmed it by an 
Oath: That by- two immutable thingy, 


7 


in wha it was impoſſible for God to lie, 
they might have a; ſtrong conſolation, 


who ſhould flee for refuge to lay hold 
fen the hope ſet before them. 
This important tranſaction being x Gan 
happily finiſhed; Abraham lot unto 
bis young men; and they roſe up, and 
Went together to B cerſheba, and Abraham 
dwelt at Beerjpeba : Where he was old, 
that Milcab Lot's ſiſter, had borne his bro- 
ther Nabor eight | Children; amongſt 
whom was Betbuel; who likewiſe was 
become a father, . had a daughter 
named Rebecca, of whom further notice | 
will be taken preſently. , 44m 
This piece of information it is poſſible 
he might receive from a. ſervant of Sarah's, 


who having been 1 upon a viſit to her native 
Country, to rejoice with her k insfolk and 


acquaintance upon the taking aw ay her 
reproach, upon the eſtabliſhment of her 
houſe, and the full confirmation and ex- 
planation of the promiſes in her Son Iſaac, 
might ſtop at Hebron, on her return to 
Beerſheba, by reaſon of exceſſive. fatigue; 


and from thence, ide her hfe in danger; 


diſpatch 
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diſpatch a meſſenger to her huſband with 
an account of her ſickneſs, and the ſitua- 
tion of their common friends in Meſo 
tamia: For the record ſays, that ſhe died 
at the Age of One Hundred and Twenty 
Seven Years in Kirjath Arba, which is 
Hebron, in the land of Canaan; and as 
it ſhould ſeem at a diſtance from A- 
braham; who appears to have come from 
Beerſheba, or ſome other place, only time 
enough to pay the laſt fad duties to his 
departed wife, viz. To mourn and to 
weep for ber. 

And as every conſiderable incident of 
his life was regularly directed to produce 
ſome remarkable event in his favor; ſo 
the particular circumſtance of Sarah's 
dying at Hebron inſtead of Beerſheba, 
which laſt was by ſolemn treaty guarantied 
to Abimelech and his ſons” ſons, gave him 
an opportunity of ſecuring a legal poſſeſ- 
fon, a ſettlement, a place that his poſterity 
might be affectionately attached to, in the 
land of Canaan, without giving the leaſt 
umbrage, or occaſion of jealouſy, to the 
natives. | | 

8 | For 
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For when the days of mourning were. 
over, Abraham ſtood up from before his 
= dead, and went forth into the aſſembly of 
*Y the /ons of Heth and /pake unto them, 5 ay- 
4 ing, I am but a ſtranger and Jelour ner 
1 amung you T have no abiding City: Give 
1 me therefore a poſſeſſion of a burying place 
2with you, that I may bury my dead out of 
= my fight ; A place, to which'I may have 
i an excluſive right; where her body may 
5 reſt in peace; where I may be aſſured of 
lay! ying my bones by her DA 52 
"od the chi — of Herb, verifying 
the words of the Lord that he would 
make the Patriarch's name great, an/iver- 
ed Abraham, ſaying unto him, bear us, 
my Lord; thou art 4 mighty prince 
amongſt. us, in the choice of | our Jeb ul 
4 chre's bury thy dead: Mone of us ſhall 
—_  aoith-hold 7g thee bis ſepulebre, but that 
_ thou mayeft bury thy dead. And Abra- 
, ham in return for ſo obliging an anſwer 
flood up, and bowed himſelf te. the people 
of the land, even to the children of Heth; 
and he communed with then /aying, 4 


ry 
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it be indeed your mind that I ſhould bury 
my dead out of my fight, hear me, and 
intreat for me to Ephron; uſe your in- 
tereſt for me with he /on of Zohar ; that 
he may give me the cave of Machelab, 
which he hath, which is in the end of his 
feld; for as ach money as it is worth 
he ſhall give it me, for a poſſeſſion of a 
burying place among/t you. And Epbron 
develt among ft the children of Herb. And 
Epbron the Hittite anfevered Abraham in 
the audience of the children of Heth, even 
of all that went in at the gates of bis city, 

ſayin aying, nay; my Lord, bear me; the field 
give T thee, and the cave that is therein 1 
give it thee; in the preſence of the ſons oj” 
my people give T it thee Bury thy dead. 
And Abrabam bowed down himſelf before 
the people of the land. And be fpake 
wnto Ephron in the" audience of tbe people 
of the land, ſaying, but if thou wilt give 
it, I pray thee hear me; I will give thee 
money for the field; take it of me, let it 
be by purchaſe clearly and oy my 
own; and then I wilt bury my 

* — * ſaying unto 


him, 
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him, then my Lord. hearken unto me: 
The land is not worth more than four 
hundred fhekels of fikver : And what 15 
that betwixt thee and me? But if it is 
thy determined reſolution not to accept of 
it as a gift, pay me that ſum for the 
field, and bury thy dead. And Abra- 
bam hearkened unto Ephron, and Abra- 
ham weighed to Ephron the fikver which 
he had named in the audience of the ſons 
of Heth, four hundred ſhekels of ſilver, 
current money with the 'merchant.. And 
the field of Ephron, which was in Mac- 

" pelah, which was before Mamre, the field 
and the cave which was therein, and all 
the trees, that were in the field, that were 
in all the borders round about, were made 
ſure unto Abraham for a pa 7 u, in the 
preſence of the children of Heth, before 
all that went in at the. gate of this city. 
And after he had- thus obtained a legal 
and ratified title to the ground, Abraham 
buried Sarah his wwife in the cave of the 
field of Matpelah before Mamre : 'The 
. Jame 1s Ae in the land of. Canaan ; 
and the field and the cave that is there- 


In 
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in were made ſure to, Abraham, for a 
poſſeſſion of a burying place in full aſſem- 
bly of the /ons of Heth. 

And Abraham was old, and well 
frricken in age: And the Lord had bleſſ- 
ed Abraham in all things. And Abra- 
ham ſaid unto his eldeſt. fervant of his 
houſe that ruled over all that he had, put 
I pray thee, thy band under my thigh, 
and 1 will make thee: ſcuear by 5 Lord, 
the God of heaven and the God of the 
earth, that thou ſhalt not take a wife unto 
my ſon of the daughters of the Canaan- 
ites amongſt. whom I dwell, leſt it prove 
a ſnare unto him, as it did to the children 
of my. brother's ſon: But thou ſhalt go 
unto my country, and to my kindred, and 
zake a wife unto my ſon 1ſaac. © And the 
ſervant . ſaid unto him, peradventure tbe 
woman will not be willing 0, follow me 
unto this land: Muſt I needs bring thy 
ſon again unto the land from whence thou 
cameſt ? And Abraham ſaid beware thous 
that thou bring not my ſon thither again; 

the Lord God of beaven, which _ took me 
from my father's houſe, and from the land 


of 
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che ſon of Abraliam Of whom the ſer- 


Eel. ol 
of my kindred; and which ſpale unto me 
and that fware unto me, ſaying, unto 


thy feed will I give this land, he ſhall 


fend his an gel before thee, and thou ſhalt 

tale à wife unto my fon from thence, 
And if. the womam will not be willing to 
follow thee, then thou ſhalt be clear from 


this my oath : Only bring not my fon thi- 
ther again. For that will be to proceed 


in direct contradiction to the declared 
vil of God. And the ſervant put his 
Band wider the thigh of bis maſter, and 

e to him he that matter. 
And the fervant took ten camels, and a 
retinue ſuitable to the quality of Abra- 
ham's chief and favorite ſervant, and 
aroſe and went to Mefo opotamia unto the 
erty of Nabor; and there, in a manner 
which plainly ſhewed' to every party con- 
cerned that the angel of the Lord was 
with him as his maſter had ſaid, obtained 
the conſent of Rebecca, Nahor's grand- 
daughter, with the approbation of all her 
kindred, to accompany him into the land 
of Canaan, there to be eſpouſed to Haac 


vant 
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vant had borne this „ the Lord 
hath bleſſed my maſter greatly ; and he is 
become great ; he abounds by the bleſſing 
of his God in focks, and herds, and fo — 
and gold, and men ſervants, and maid ſer- 
wants, and camels, and aſſes ; : and all theſe, 

all that be hath has he given to his fon 
which Sarab bear to my maſter wwe foo 
Oy 5 parting from H Be h 
At de om Haran, Bethue 
her father, and Laban ber brother, 
and the reſt of her kindred. being af- 
ſembled upon the occaſion, b/eſed Rev 
becca, and ſaid unto her, in reference to 
what the ſervant in the courſe: of his 
narration muſt have na told them 
concerning his young lord's intended 
grandeur, thou art our ſiſter, be thou the 
mother of thouſands of millions, and let 
thy ſeed poſſeſs the gate of thoſe that hate 
bem. And Rebecca at the preſſing en- 
treaties of the ſervant to ſet forward on 
their journey, aro/e with. her damſels ;, and 
they rode upon the camels and followed 
the man; and Jſage came from the way 
of wal Lohaizrdl ; for he had not as yet 


removed 
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removed from the neighbou rhood of 
Beerſheba, but ſtill de, in the ſouth 


county; and as he was one evening tak- 


ing his walk of meditation i be fields, 


he lifted up his eyes,” and ſaw, and behold 
the" camels were coming; and Rebecca 
lifted up ber eyes, and when ſhe fad Iſaac, 
and was informed by the ſervant that z/ 
was his maſter, ſhe lighted off the camel 
and took a-veil and covered herſelf. And 
the ſervant told 1/aac all things that he 


had done; and Iſaac brought her into his 


mother Sarah's tent, and took Rebecca, 


and ſhe became his wife. 


Sarah being now dead, and Iſaac after 
his marriage choofing, or finding it ne- 
ceſſary to remain in the ſouth country, 
whilſt his father lived upon the poſſeſ- 
ſion which he had obtained from the ſons 
of Heth; Abraham. took unto himſelf 
another /e, to comfort him for the loſs 
of the dear and faithful companions of 
his' life. Her name was Keturah. By 
whom notwithſtanding his great age he 
had ſeveral children; ; to convince - the 
Patriarch that he was ill under the im- 

mediate 
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mediate care of Heaven; to let him ſee 
with his own eyes the commencement of 
the prophecies relating to himſelf; to let 
him ſee that the Gentiles alſo, the chil- 
dren that were not by promiſe, ſhould 
in the end be partakers of the benefits of 
his faith; that he ſhould be the father of 
all them that believe, though they ſhould 
.not be born within the pale of the jewiſh 
church ; that the promiſe that he ſhould 
be the heir of the world, was not to 
him and to his ſeed through the law, but 
thiough the righteouſneſs of faith ; to the 
end, the promiſe might be ſure to all the 
ſeed, not to that only which was of the 
law, but to that alſo which ſhould be of 
the faith of Abraham; and that he was 
intended to be the ſpiritual father of Jews 
and Gentiles, Greeks -and Barbarians, 
bond and free; that to the ſeed of Iſaac 
would pertain, the adoption, and the glo- 
ry, and the covenants, and the giving of | 
the law, and the ſervice of -God, and the | 
promiſes ; that from him would proceed 
the fathers ; and from him, as concern- 


ing the fleſh, the Meſſiah, the perſon 
* = OM _ 
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who was to be Head over the religious of 
all mankind, would come ; but that in- 
to the church of God, bleſſed for ever, 


true believers, viz, thoſe who ſhould walk 


in the' ſteps of that faith of Abraham 
which he had being yet uncircumciſed, 
though they were not Ifraelites, nay 


though they were not of the ſeed of A- 


braham, might be admitted: Might be- 
come members of Meſſiah, and partakers 
of the benefits of being united to his 
ccordingly, in the diſpoſal of his ef- 
feats, Abraham gave all that he had of 


real eſtate, the rights of legitimate primo- 


eniture, the entail of the covenants, and 
the land of promiſe to auc; but to the 
ons of his concubines, though he ſent 
rem away whilſt be yet lived, eaſtward, 
unto the 40 country, profeſſedly with de- 
ſign that they might not difturb or inter- 
fere with T/aac in his poſſeſſions, he gave 
Hir; and thoſe fach ample ones, as 
enabled them to become Princes of peo- 
ple, and Fathers of many nations. 


; - 
W'k44s ; 
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Having now, during a, courſe of 
an bundred threeſcore and fifteen years, 
ſerved his God with a zeal and fidelity, 
which entitled him to favors which no o- 
ther mortal ever experienced; having ſeen 
the full meaning and extent of the cove- 
nant he was engaged in; and that the 
hiſtory of his own life, diligently enquired 
into, and properly underſtood, muſt lead 
his deſcendants to a knowledge in thoſe 
matters equal to his own ; having recon- 
ciled his ſons, and ſhewn them that dif- 
ference of ſituation, difference in modes 
of worſhip, nay even difference of reli- 
gion, ſhould by no means make them 
look upon one another as enemies, as not 
deſcended from the ſame common parent; 
having explained to them, that religion 
was a matter betwixt every individual and 
Heaven, and not betwixt individual and 
individual, otherwiſe than as individuals 
are bound to communicate their thoughts 
to one another upon that ſubje&, as they 
would any other uſeful knowledge; and 
that therefore difference of religious per- 
ſuaſion would never in any circumſtances, 
on 


| ( 148 bs 
on its own account merely, warrant the 
leaſt d of enmi rſecution ; 
having — ſo much ier 25 diſcretion 
ſet his houſe in order, Abraham gave up 
the ghoſt, and died in a good old age, an 
old man, and futl of years ; and was ga- 
thered to his people, to the fouls of the 
righteous in the manſions of the bleſſed ; 
and bis fons Haac and Iſhmael buried Foe 
in the cave of Machpelah, in the field of 
Ephron, the fon of Zobar the Hittite, 
which is before Mamre ; the field ' which 
Abraham purchaſed of the ſons of Herb; 
there was Abraham buried, and Sarah 
bis wife. | | 
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A 


DISSERTATION, 
ON. 


The Sceptre of JUDAH. 


2 ſenſes put upon moſt of the 
material paſſages in the foregoing 
paraphraſe, carry along with them at leaſt 
the recommendation of novelty. In no 
point, however, 1 is this departure from 
the common interpretations more obſer- 
vable, than in dating the commencement 
of the Jewiſh Theocracy, from the inſti- 
tution of circumciſion, viz, within the 
period of Abraham's life. And though 
the ſupport of it might well be left 
to reſt upon the ſingle argument there 
made uſe of; yet, as it is of great im- 
portance to, and will receive additional 
confirmation from, the clear interpreta- 
tion of the os: rophecy of Jacob, as far as 


it relates to the — of Judah, the rea- 
der's 


("12 7” 
der's attention is entreated to a ® diſſer- 
tation 1 Gen. xlix. 10. | 
6 en Jacob drew-near to his end, he 
called his ſons together, and bleſſed them 
« a every one according to his bleſſing.” 
The part relating to Judah ſtands thus: 
Judab, thou art he whom thy brethren 
/hall praiſe ; thy band fhall be in the neck 
of thy enemies: Thy fathers children fhall 
bow down before thee. Judab is a lion's 
whelp; from the prey my ſon thou art 
gone up: He flooped down, be couched as 
a lion, and as an old lion; rr mag rouſe 
him up? The ſceptre ſhall not depart from 
Judab, nor a law-proer from between his 
feet, until Shiloh come, and unto him 
{hall the gathering of the people be. ; 
Now there is a paſſage in the 
© book Ecclefiaſticus, which will ſerve 
as a key to open the nature of the 


(m) In which, the lines marked with ſingle prefixes are from 
Ribe Sherlock's diflertation on the ſame ſubject. Thoſe with dou- 
ble pretixes ure from Biſhop Warburton's div. Jeg. vol. 4. and 
thoſe comprehended withinia parentheſu, are from Biſbop Newton 
on the Prophecies. _ ink 


(a) Gen. xlix, 28. - 
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© bleflings beſtowed. on the twelve tribes 
by their father Jacob. This author, 
b the Son of Sirach, obſerves, that 
God gave his covenant to Abrabam, 
« eftabliſhed it with Tſaac, and made it 
'* reſt upon the head of Jacob. Thus 
far the entire bleſſing, and all the parts 
of it, veſted in ſingle perſons only: 
But in the next ſtep there is an altera- 
tion; for God divided Jacob's por- 
tions, among the twelve tribes did be 
© part them. There is no queſtion, but 
that this paſſage relates to the ſettle- 
ment and the bleſſing of the tribes by 
* Tacobin the xlvii. and xlix. chapters of 
Gen. and it ſhews us, that the ſeveral 
« bleflings given to the ſeveral tribes are 
but or portions of the bleſſing 
* which Jacob received from Iſaac; Tags 
from Abraham; and Abraham from 
God. In this view then the ſeveral 
© bleflings mentioned inthe xlix. chapter 
© of Geneſis, and limited to the ſeveral - 
© tribes, muſt be conſidered as an expo- 
* fition of the original bleſſing given to 


(h) Keclef, xliv. 19. (e) Eedlef xiv. , 
« Abra- 


3 


r 


* * * * * * * 0 
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. and the bleſſing from which 


the others are derived, muſt limit and 


determine the ſenſe of the particulars ; 
which cannot be extended beyond the 
bounds of the firſt promiſe. . 

Now the blefling of Abraham, de- 
rived to his hab ſeed, conſiſted of 
two parts; the promiſe of the land of 
Canaan; and the promiſe of that ſon, 


in wind all the nations of the earth 


ſhould be bleſſed. Let us ſee then in 


what terms theſe two rag are con- 


veyed.” 


The Land of Canaan The bleſſed Seed to 


to Abraham. Abraham. 


The Lord appeared Thou ſhalt 8 a 
unto Abrabam, and . bleſſing, and I will 


faid, unto thy ſeed bleſs them that bleſs 


will I give this land. thee, and curſe him 
Gen. x1. 7. that curſeth thee; 


and in thee Hall all 
the families of the 


= | earth be bleſſed. Gen 


„ 


Dee Lift 


is i ( 154 ) 

Lift up now thine © Abraham ſhall 
eyes, and look from ſurely become a great 
the place where thou and mighty nation; 
art, northward, and and all the nations 
ſouthward, and eaſi- of the earth ſhall 
ward, and weſtward, be bleſſed in bim. 
for all the land which Gen. xvni. 18. 

thou ſeeſt, to thee 

will I give it and to 

thy feed for ever; 

and I will make thy 

feed as the duſt of the 

earth, Gen. xiii. 14. 


H To Iſaac. To Iſaac. 


Unto thee and un- And in thy feed 
10 thy ſeed I will give ſhall all the nations 
all theſe countries,-- of the earth be bleſ- 
and I will make thy ſed. Gen. xxvi. 4. 
— feed zo multiply a | 
Wt” the ſtars of Heaven. 
| * 85 | Gen. XXV1, 3 4. | 


To 
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To Jacob. 


To Jacob. 


God give thee of The elder ſhall 
the dew of heaven, ſerve the younger. 
and the fatneſs of Gen. xxv. 23. 


the earth, and plen- 


Let the people 


ty of corn and wine. ſerve thee, and na- 


Gen. xxvil. 28. 


Vith corn rw 
wine have I ſuſtain- 


ed him. Gen. vv. 
37. 


tions bow down to 


thee; be Lord over 


thy brethren, and let 


thy mother's ſons 
bow - down to thee : 
Curſed be every one 
that curſeth thee, and 


Bleſſed be he that 


bleſſeth thee. Gen, 


xxvii. 29. 


Behold I have 
made bim thy Lord, 
and all his brethren 
have I given to him 


Vor © ſervants. Gen. 


The land whereon 


thou lieft, to thee will 
U 2 


XXVII. 37. 


In thee and in 
thy ſeed ſhall all the 


„ SL 


* , 
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1 give it, and 10 thy 
ſeed. And thy feed 
ſhall be as the duſt 


of the- earth ; and 


nations of the earth 


be bleſſed, Gen. xxvili. 
1 wy 


thou ſhalt Fred a 


broad to the weft, 
and to the eaſt, and 
to the north, and to 
the ſouth. Gen. xxviii. 
13, 14. | 


To the Tribe 
Judah. 


Tudab 1s a lion's 
whelp.; from the 


prey, my ſon, thou 
art gone up: He 


fooped aown, * be 
couched as a lion, 
and as an old lion; 
coho ſhall rouſe him 
up 2 Gen. xlix. 9. 


Binding bis fole 
unto the vine," and 
his ' aſs's colt unto 


of To the 


Tribe 6f 
Judah. 


Judab thou art 
he whom thy bre- 
thren ſhall praiſe ; 
thy hand ſhall be in 
the neck of thine e- 
nemies; thy father's 


children ſhall bow 
down befere thee, 


Gen. xlix. 8. 


The ſceptre ſhall 
nat depart from Fu- 
dab, nor a lawegiver 


— — a 
* —. 
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the choice vine; he from between \ bis 
waſhed his garments feet, until "Shiloh 
in wine, and his come: And unto him 
clothes in the blood ſhall the gathering 
of grapes. His eyes of the people be. 
fall be red with Gen. xlix. 10. 
wine, and his teeth | 

white with milk. 

Gen. xlix. 11, 12. 


M ‚ A eral aaa za & is. 


8 


If the words here placed as the con- 
yeyance of the promiſe of the bleſſed 
ſeed to the tribe of Judah, be not ad- 
mitted in that ſenſe, there are no o- 
thers, relating to this, or any other of 
the tribes, which make any mention, 
much leſs any ſettlement of this part 
of Jacob's bleſſing. Indeed there never 
was any doubt, either in the ancient 
Jewiſh church before Chriſt, or among 
the Jews ſince the coming of Chriſt, 
but that the promiſe of the Meſſiah 
was limited to the tribe of Judah in 
this bleſſing; nor is it reaſonable to 
imagine, that Jacob in dividing his 
bleſſing among his poſterity, ſhould 


6 for- 
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| forget the chief and principal part; 

L which had been with ſo much ſolem- 

2 © nity conveyed from Abraham, through 

| « Iaac, to himfelf. _ 

1 | All the other tribes. have their ſpe- 
cial bleſſing a aſſigned them out of the 
promiſed land, and- it is of little conſe- 
quence to the preſent enquiry to know, 
wherein the particular blefling of ſome 
of the ſons of Jacob (to whom, or of 

whom very little is ſaid) does conſiſt ; for 
themaking them Heads of tribes convey- 
ed to them a right toa ſhare in the land 
of Canaan, and in that their bleſſing 

conſiſted, and by that they received a 
portion of the bleſſing of their father. 

«* But the promiſe of the bleſſed ſeed 
could not be divided, for a man can 
deſcend but from one tribe; a fon can 
be born but of one father; and there- 
fore this part of Jacob's blefling went 
entire to the tribe of Judah, and was 

4 conveyed to it in the words following. 
= The ſeeptre ſhall not depart from Fudab ; 

i nor I e between his feet, w_ 
= | | Ul 
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til Shiloh come; and unto Bret (al, ) the 
gathering of the people asg 

The coming of cha tg genera eral 
promulgation of his Goſpel, and the to- 
tal demolition of the Jewiſh polity imme- 
diately conſequent thereupon, were events, 
which ſo fully and preciſely anſwered to 
the terms of this prophecy, as to leave lit- 
tle room for doubt concerning the time, 
circumſtances, and peri on, referred to in it. 
The teſtimony of the ancient Jews, which 
is of conſiderable weight in this inſtance, 
the temporary traductive nature of the 
Moſaic diſpenſation, and the illuſtrious 
evidence of events, ſupported, warranted, 
certified this application. But 1 57 
chriſtian interpreters began to compare that 
part of the prophecy, which indicates 
the continuance of a ſceptre during the 
interim between the giving and comple- 
tion of it, with the hiſtory of the Jews, 
and found but little agreement between 
the obvious ſenſe of that paſſage, and the 
interrupted courſe of their government, 
they were driven to the alternative, of reſt- 
ing in the concluſion without underſtand- 


ing 


( 160 ) 
ing the premiſſes, or of finding ſome 
meaning in the word ſceptre, which would 
colncide with the various fortunes of that 
ſtate. © 

A however, W to affirm, 
and endeavoured to ſhew, that by the 
ſceptre's not departing from Judah, was 
to be underſtood the continuance of ſo- 
vereignty, regal, ariſtocratical, or, pontifi- 
cal, in the Jewiſh nation till the coming 
of Shiloh: Following, as it ſhould ſeem, 
in this expoſition, that train of ideas which 
the uſual acceptation of. the word pen 
excited, rather than hiſtorical truth. 

For, where was the ſovereignty of his 


| E during their ſeventy years captivity 


at Babylon? Whither they were carried, 


* after the deſtruction of their temple and 


their country, by a relentleſs conqueror, 
to populate that vaſt and newly extended 
city. Or where was it? When“ Antio- 
chus Epiphanes, aſter the teduchion of E- 
rd, went up againſt Iſrael and Jeruſa- 
lem with a great multitude; and entered 
proudly into the ſanctuary, 2 and took away 


() 1. Efdras. i. 55, 56. (b) 1. Maccabees, i. EN ; 
tne 


( x61 ) 


the golden altar, and the candleſtick of 
light, all the precious veſſels, all the ſa red 
utenſils, the crowns, and every ornament 
or monument of royalty ; when two years 
after this, he ſent his chief Collector of tri- 
bute to the cities of Judah, who fell ſud- 
denly upon Jeruſalem; and, having taken 
out the ſpoils, ſet the city on fire, pulled 
down the houſes and walls thereof, took 
away the women and children captive, 


ſeized the cattle, and made even the city 


of David, a fortreſs, a ſtrong hold, a 
place to lie in wait againſt the Sanctuary, 
and an evil adverfary to Iſrael. They 
ſhed innocent blood likewiſe on every 
fide ; infomuch that the inhabitants of 
Jeruſalem , fled becauſe of them ;_where- 
upon the city was made an habitation for 
ſtrangers, and became ſtrange to thoſe 
that were born in her, and her own chil 
dren left her. Her ſanctuary was laid 
waſte like a wilderneſs ; her Feafts were 
turned into mourning; her ſabbaths were 
turned into reproach; her honor into con- 
e e 
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1 increaſed; and as had been ber 

excellency, ſo was her humiliation. K us 
'The land alſo was moved for the inha- 
bitants thereof, and. all the houſe, of Ja- 
cob was ; covered with confuſion, until the 
pros Gp came that Judas. Maccabeus and his 
brethren, (rms of Levi, and not of 
Judah) ) role up champi pions for 1 25 went 
forth wi ith t their; Armies, relcue: them from 
this tyranny. of the Grecian, Em Empire, and 
fue mew again i into a ſovereign 
ſtate. Bu poſſe ſhop, however, of this 
ſeeptre 5 7 nd: not long; for in 
the time of Hyrcanus, the Ih of the A- 
6855 gf TOP þ 1 1155 Was gun 

taken, by . r orces Judea reduce 
. 1 9 e 1 I 9 7024 


TY it given 157 the ſenate 1 to 


ti 
ter, and afterwards to Herod his fon: Who 


ere. yas agg 0 affume the regal 
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e 9% When every 
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his ſanction to give them currency ? 
When 
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When Archelaus, Herod' s ſon, was not 
only obliged to aſł the crown of Auguſtus 
Czfar, but was afterwards by the ſame 
Emperor” depoſed, and ſent into baniſh- 
ment. It is moreoyer to be remembered, 
that this race of Kings were not even 
native Jews, nor advanced to the kingly 
office by the election of the peop le, nor 
ſucceeded. to it by any other viſi ble title 
than the will of the Roman Emperor. 
Evident therefore it is, that the ſceptre 
of Judah, as ſignifying the ſovereignty 
of the Jewiſh nation at large, was de- 
parted long 'before the coming of Shiloh. 
« For the precarious rule of a dependent 
«© monarch could with no more propriety be 
« called a fceptre (which in the figurative 
« mode of all languages fionifies ſove- 
e reignty,) than the condition rof che Jews 
« could be ſaid to be ſovereign, when this 
« Archelaus was depoſed, and Coponius, 
« Roman knight, made Procurator of 
60 Judea: When even the privilege of 
« puniſhing capitally was now taken from 
« gn, and juſtice was adminiſtered, nat 


E 


7 | | 
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&« by their own forms of law, but by th 
4 Roman. ; 
This interpretation of the ſceptre bein 
found liable to ſuch capital objections, an 
the word, in the original, ſignifying like- 
wiſe any rod or ſtaff of authority; and 
being Lee Fin uſed to denpminate a 
tribe of people; has induced others to 
think it no derogation from the dignity 
and importance of this Prophecy: to re- 
duce this Shebet, this enſign of govern- 
ment, into a tribal, that is, a Jonieltt ſcep- 
tre: Ang to ſupport their opinion in the 
following manner, 

The ſucceſſion in the houſe of Abra: 
ham was preſerved in fingle perſons till 
Jacob's time; he is the firſt who had 
da numerous iſſue, all of which were 
« entitled to the promiſes made to their 
forefathers. The Sons of Jacob lived 
* with him, as children of his family on- 
* ly, till his going into Egypt; for when 
the account is given of their removal 
_ © to Egypt, they are reckoned not aß 

© Heads of tribes, but as ſo many perſons 
only, belonging to the family of Ja- 


cob : 
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cob; All the fouls that came with Ja- 
cob into Egypt, which came out of bis 
loins, beſides 2 s Sons wives, all the 
ſouls were threeſcare and fix ; to which 
Jace and Joſeph, and his two Sons, 

m in Egy pt. being added, tis ſaid, 
e All the Teal of the houſe of Jacob, 
which came into Egypt, were threeſcore | 
and ten. Hitherto there 1s no mention 
of any tribe, or of any houſe, but the 
houſe of Jacob, This ſtate of things 
continued dur ring the ſeventeen years of 
Jacob s life in Egypt, in all which time 
there is no appearance of any power or 
authority in any Rulers, or Elders, or 
Heads of tribes, but in Jacob only. 
And how ſhould there, before any 
tribes were appointed, or any form of 
government was ſettled? When Jacob 
drew near his end, he ſummoned all 
his family, in 6. to appoint the form 
of government which ſhould take place 
after his death, and continue as long as 
his poſterity held poſſeſſion of the land of 
Canaan, as is evident fram the number of 


(d) Gen. xIvi. 26. (e) Gen. ani. 27. 
the 
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the tribes, and the names which they 
retained in after times; from the arbitrary 
appointment of Ephraim and Manaſſeh to 
be Heads of tribes; from the deciſive 
circumſtance of the other Sons of Joſeph 
being directed to be called after the name 
of their brethren in their inheritance; and 
from the remark which Moſes himſelf 
makes at the cloſe of Jacob's prophetic 
deſignation, viz, all theſe are the twelve 
tribes of Iſrael. i e 
What kind of power Jacob ſettled 
upon theſe Heads of tribes, may ap- 
pear from what he himſelf ſays of Dan; 
Dan ſhall judge bis people, as one of 
the tribes of Iſrael. All the people of 
Iſrael were not Dan's people, and there- 
fore tis abſurd to imagine any, power 
given to Dan or any of his deſcendants, 
over the whole houſe of Jacob. Beſides, 
nothing peculiar is given to Dan in this 
grant; he was to judge his own people 
indeed; but how? Why, as one of the 
tribes of Iſrael. From whence tis 
evident, that every tribe had its own 
Princes and Judges; and that every Prince, 
g : | OT 


0 
6 
c 
c 


A * * * * R „ * * A A A L 


* * * 


c 


(167). 


or Head of a tribe, judged his own 


people; conſequently every tribe had a 
55 ptre, and a law-giver, as well as the 
be of Jud. 
* Ne Tk true import of the word law- 
giver in this place, muſt be determin- 
ed, by reference to the government or 
conſtitution intended. When we know 
the form of government, we can eaſi- 
ly determine what laxw-giver ſighifies;; . 
but we cannot from the word layw-giver 


determine the form of Soverntnent in- 


tended. The reaſon is, becauſe "there 
are as many kinds of law-gi yers as there 
are forms, of government in che World. 


The ſenſe of the Word Taw Biber, if Frm 


place mult neceſſatily therefore bi 

8 by the ſenſe of the Word 9p) = 
If W 185 hes ter "the % FA 

ot and wer Ber A tribe” only, 

the word law-giver Joined with it, muſt 

neceſſarily be . to. me 1 n fuch 

law-givers only as 9 5 tr W s had 


0 within tl themſelves. 1 © Vene what 
c had been ſaid t 10 f 


e l of the 
lo nor „ Word 
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© word ſceptre, ſerves equally to fix the 
< ſenſe of the word law-giver.' v1 
(* Now the whole nation had but one 
law, and one law-giver in the ſtrict 
ſenſe of the word. The king himſelf 
was not properly a law-giver ; he was on- 
ly to have a * copy of the law, to read 
therein, and to turn not aſide from the 
commandment, to the right hand or to the 
left. &. Moſes was truly, as he is ſtiled, 
the law-giver: And when the woid is 
applied to any other perſon or perſons, 
4 Tudah is wh called by the Paalmift 
my law-giver, it is uſed in a lower ſigni- 
fication. For it ſignifies not only a law- 


giver , but a J udge; not only one who 


maketh laws, but likewiſe one who exer- 


ciſeth juriſdiction: And in the Greek it is 


tranſlated a leader or preſident, in the 
Chaldee a /cribe, in the Syriac an e- 


tor, and in our Engliſh bible it is elſe- 
where tranſlated a governor, as in Judges, 
out of Machir came down governors, and 
out of Zebulon they that Landl the pen 
of the writer. The law-giver therefore 


Co ö 
(i) Biſhop Newton, vol. 1. p. 97. (e) Deut. xvii. 18, 19, 20. 
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is to be taken in a reſtrained ſenſe as well 
as the ſceptre: And perhaps a more pre- 
ciſe and adequate idea cannot be given it 
than is afforded by the word judge) 


- 


© be collected from the ſong of 
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That this power in the Heads of tribes 
took place IMMEDIATELY UPON THE 
DEATH OF JACOB, may be collected from 


hence; that from this time all applica- 


tions and meſſages are not to the people 
but to the Elders of Iſrael. The com- 
mand of God ſent to the houſe , Ja- 


cob, and the children of Tjrazl, in E- 


Ne was delivered by Moſes to the 
Elders of the people. The F * and 
their Rulers are diſtinguiſhed plainly in 
Exod, xxxiv. 31, 32. Aaron ud all 
the Rulers of the congregation return ed 
to him, and Moſes talked with them, 
and afterward all the children of IJrael 
came nigh. Ait 5 1 
What authority the Princes of 


* 4 % 


tribes had among their own Pope may 
143 


«© where they are deſcribed, as Governors 


* 
. 


in Iftael, riding 04 white aſſes, and fit- 
ting in judgment. 


90 


( 170 ) 
So that we may underſtand by it a 
wer lodged 1n the Prince, . or. Judge, or 
Ruler of the tribe, to ſcrutinize and de- 
termine in all — — which are the objects 
of judicial roceedings among the * 
viduals of the ſame tribe; and to have 
the determination put into e execu- 
tion. And that ſuch a power as this was 
in reality lodged in the Governors of each 
ſeveral tribe during the years of their pro- 
{i rity, that it was the eſſential of tribe- 
pears | likewiſe from the ordinance 
of DE s in the wilderneſs: * Take ye 
wiſe men and underſtanding, and known a- 
mong your tribes, and I will make them 
Rulers and Judges over you ; they ſpall 
not reſpect perſons in fudoment, but they, 
ſhall judge righteouſly between every man 
and his brother. 

As therefore Dan was in this manner, 
and with this authority, to 7udge his peo- 
ple as one of the tribes of f 1ſraet ; So was 
Judah, but with this particular 0 addi- 
tional p prerogative ; that though the au- 
thoritative office and ann dignity 


(x) Deut. i. 13, 16. 


ſhould 


i 
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ſhould depart from Dan long before Shi- 
loh came, yet ſhould it not from Judah. 
8 (It is not ſaid or meant that he ſhould 
not ceaſe from being a king, or having a 
kingdom; for he was then no King and 
had no kingdom ; but only that he ſhould 
not ceaſe from being a tribe or body-poli- 
tic, having Rulers or Governors of his 
own, till a certain period here foretold.) 
Of conſequence, that under all the vari- 
ous revolutions of the Jewiſh ſtate, in all 
its calamities and adverſities as well as 

triumphs, the tribe of Judah ſhould; be 
permitted by its conquerors and its Kings, 
y its enemies as well as friends, to ob- 

ſerve its own peculiar laws, and their El- 
ders or Overſeers ſuffered to execute, as well 
as paſs judgment upon offenders againſt 
them. Such an Abe of power this 
economic or domeſtic ſceptre ſtands in 
need of; for many of their laws puniſh- 
ing trangreſſions with death, they could 
in no ſceptral ſenſe be ſaid to be governed 
by their own laws, unleſs their oeconomic 
(g) Biſhop Newt.. vol. i. p. * 32 

MP » ar n Rulers 
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5 Ruler bad a liberty and power of inflict- 
Ing it upon tranſgreſſing brethren. 


Now fair as this inte r bids at 
fk Gght to anſwer all the purpoſes of 
the prophecy, and to correſpond with 


| all the various circumſtances of the 


Jewiſh hiftory ; yet upon a nearer exami- 


nation, it will be found to be defective in 


as many capital points as the preceding 
one. For 

1. 44 The reaſoning ſtands thus. Judah: $ 
ce ſceptre was the ſame with Dan's, now 
« Dan's was a vribal ſceptre; therefore 

&« Judah's was, fo too. But the very 
* words of the rophecy ſhew that the 
0 ſceptre” s were /pecihcally different. Of 
Han it is ſaid, be ſhall-judge his people 
* AS ONE OF THE TRIBES OR SCEPTRES 
„% OF ISRAEL. Here is a tribal ſceptre 
<- marked out in expreſs, and proper terms. 
« But of Judah's ſceptre it 5 23 FA- 
64 THERS (CHILDREN. SHALL BOW DOWN 
„ BEFORE, THRE. Who were, theſe chi/- 


Aten but the eleven tribes? So that here 


a civil and a ſovereign ſceptre, 1 is as pro- 


25 perly marked out for Judah, as before, a 


tribal 


(173) 

« tribal one for Dan. This ſhall judge 
« his own tribe; but the other ſhall: with 
« his own ride, judge the reſt alſo. And * 
„ as the ſenſe 5 _ word law-giver 
de will follow the fate of the word ſcep- 
e tre; therefore as this ſenſe of the word 
60 ſceptre is found to be erroneous, the 
* correſponding ſenſe of the word law- 
„ giver muſt fall with it.“ 

2. If ve are to underſtand this ſceptre 
of Judah in a tribal ſenſe, why did not 

Jacob foxetell alſo the contunuance of the. 
« ſceptre of Benjamin ? For the tribe of 
Benjamin run & ſame fortune with that 
* of Judah: They went together into 
« captivity : They returned home toge- 
ther: And were both in being when 
Shiloh came. 
I to this queſtion it be anſwered, 
that from the diviſion of the kingdom 
© after the death of Solomon, the tribe 
of Benjamin and the remnant of Iſrael, 
that is, part of all the other tribes, A p- 
© HERED TO JUDAH As THEIR HEAD: ; 
This will be fairly giving up the cauſe; 
the anſwer Proving in ſo many words, that 

Judah's 
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(174) | 
« Judah's ſceptre was not tribal but ci- 
* « vil. Let it be examined ſtep by ſtep. 
« Benjamin and the remnants of all the 
« other tribes adhered to Judah as their 
« Head. Now ſuch an adherence can 
&« be no other than an acknowledgement 
« of a civil ſceptre in Judah. Vet this is 
« given as a reaſon, by the great patron 
« of this opinion, why the continuance 
« of Judah s ſceptre 1s foretold, and not 
« Benjamin's. Therefore the ſceptre 
« whole continuance is foretold was a 
« civil, not a tribal ſce tre, even on his 
« own principles. If this needed a ſup- 
« port, the words of the prophecy afford 
it amply: Tis ſaid, that Benjamin and 
« the remnants of all the other tribes ad- 
“ hered to Judah as their Head; and 
« this adherence, Jacob foretells—<zby 
« father's children * Joo down befor 
„ thee. + 
„ Sappoſing therefore that this ſeoprrs 
« of Judah were of the civil kind; this 
« muſt be owned to be a very ſatisfactory 
« reaſon why Benjamin's rribal ſceptre 
«© was not mentioned. But if both were 
« tribal 
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« tribal ſceptres, the continuance of Benja- 
« min'shadasgood aclaimtotheprophet's 
© notice, as Judah' 8. Since, as tribes, 
they both continued to exiſt and to 
« exiſt diſtinct. or 

If to this it ſhould * anſwered, 
4 that though the continuance of the 
« {ceptre of Benjamin is not foretold, yet 
the continuance of the tribe or people 
« of Benjamin is diſtinctly foretold; a 
4 more concluſive argument againſt the 
* notion of a tribal ſceptre cannot be de- 
« fired. If this prophetic ſceptre of Ju- 
« dal was a civil one, there is a very 
good reaſon why the continuance of the 
&« people, and not of the /ceptire of Ben- 
“ jamin ſhould be foretold; becauſe what 
Tudah and Benjamin had in common 
was their continuing to exiſt as diſ- 
tinct tribes ; the ſceptre being peculiar 
to the firſt: But if a tribal ſceptre be 
che ſubject of the prophecy concerning 
8 Judah, then no poſſible reaſon can be 
aſſigned why the continuance of Benja- 
min's ſceptre ſhould not be honoured 
with the divine notice as well as ſu- 


& dah's 


(2776 ) 

« dah's; fince it is allowed that they 
« both run the ſame fortune; they went 
together into captivity ; they returned 
4 together to Judah ; and were both 
4 in being when Shiloh came. And 
while the tribe continues diſtinct, a 7r/- 
bal ſceptre continues with it; juſt as 
the head of a family exiſts ſo long 
as there is a family to govern; 

3. * (In our Saviour's time the power of 
the chief Prieſts and the ſcribes and the El- 
ders of the people was greatly abridged; 
in capital cauſes, eſpecially ſuch as re- 
lated to the ſtate, Ut end ſup- 
preſſed; ey might ju not execute 
without — bp ns of 5 Roman Gover- 
nor, as we muſt infer from this paſſage, 
then ſaid Pilate unto them, take ye him 
and judge him according to your law + 
The Jews therefore ſaid unto him, it is not 
Ieroful for us to put any man to death.) 
The ſupporters of the preſent opinion 
acknow this reſtraint to be a conſi- 
derable difficulty attending their moderat- 
ed notion of the ſceptre, and in anſwer to 
(h) Biſhop Newr. vol. i. p. 106. | | 
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it 


( £77”) 
it only fay, that it was at that time de- 
parting, being in about forty years after 
wards totally loſt, . 
There was a time, however, lang * 
fore this ra, before the Aſmonean Prin- 


ces began their reigns, when the honors 
of this tribal ceconomic ſceptre were 
brought low, even to the ground: when 
not only their laws and the! execution of 
them ſtood interdicted, but eyery bock of 
that Jaw, that could be come at, Was 
thrown into the fire: And thoſe that en- 
deavoured to ſecrete and conceal theſe pre- 
eious memorials, thrown into che flames 
7 For after Antiochus Epi hats had 
taken Jeruſalem, and built 2 * city of 
David with a great ſtrong wall and with 
mighty towers, and made it a fortreſs. 
and ſtrong hold to ſecure the obedience. of 
the Jews to his decrees; he wrote to his 
whole kingdom, that all ſhould be one 
people; and that every one ſhould leave 
his laws; to which the Heathen agreed; 
nay many of the Ifrachtes conſented to bas 


(y) 1. Maccab. i. 41. ata” 
Z religion, 
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religion, and facrificed unto , idols; for 
the King had ſent letters by meſſengers un- 
to Jeruſalem and the cities of Judah, that 
they likewiſe ſhould follow- the ſtrange 
laws of the land; that they ſhould no 
more offer burnt offerings and drink offer- 
ings in the temple ; but ſhould ſet up 
altars, and groves, and chapels of Idols, 
and facrifice therein ſwines fleſh and un- 
clean beaſts ; that they ſhould alſo leave 
their e uncircumciſed, and make 
their ſouls abominable with all manner of 
prophanation, to the end they might for- 
get the Lord, and change all the ordinan- 
ces. And that whoſoever would not do 
according to the commandment of the 

king, ſhould be put to, death. In 521 
manner he wrote to his whole kingd 

and appointed Overſeers over all rep 
ple, —— the cities of he pe 
ſacrifice, city by city. 
In conſequence of this, many of the 
people were gathered together, namely, 
every one that forſook the law, and drove 
the Iſraelites into ſecret places, even where- 
ſoever they could flee for ſuccour; theſe 
perſecu- 
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(179) 
perſecutors ſet up the abomination of de- 
ſolation upon the altar, even upon the 
altar of Jehovah; and built idol altars 
throughout the cities of Judah, on every 
ſide; and burnt incenſe at the doors of 
chile houſes, and in the ſtreets. And 
when they had rent in pieces the books 
of the law, which they ſound, they burnt 
them with fire. And whoſoever was 
found with a book of the teſtament, or 
if any conſented to the law, the Kings 
commandment was, that he ſhould be put 
to death. Thus did they, by their au- 
thority, unto the Iſraelites every month; 
and according to the commandment, they 
put to death certain women that had 
cauſed their children to be circumciſed, 
and hanged' the infants about their necks, 
and rifled their houſes, and flew: them 
that had circumciſed them. | 
At ſuch a time as this, and amidſt fuch 
diſaſters, furely there could be none from 
among the children of Judah to ride on 
white afſes, or ta fit in judgment; none 
to appoint, much leſs to attend, the ſo- 
lemn aſſembly; none to celebrate their 
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fellivads,noe | to + their Faſts. It is true 

many in Iſrael were fully reſolved and con- 
firmed within themſelves not to eat any 
unclean thing; chooſing rather to die, than 
defile themſelves with meats, or pollute their 
fabbaths, or profane the holy covenant ; but 
thatwas the fad alternative, for put to death 
they were. And the wrath was very foreup- 
on Iſrael. Therefore was the cry great in 
Judah; but it was not the cry of thoſe that 
ſhout for victory; nor the cry —— whom 
the conqueror permits to live according to 
their oum kws, and under rulers and 


governors of their own; but the cry 


of thoſe who were utterly ſpoiled, and 
reduced into the moſt ;abje&t ſtate of 
ſlavery ; of thoſe indeed who »wete, on 
certain conditions, permitted to remain in 
their country, but deprived of every 
thing that could make their country _ 
to them. Therefore was there 

ſearchings of hearts im Iſrael, the Princes 
and Elders. mourned, the vngins and 
men were made feeble, and the 
of women was changed; every 


young; 
beauty 


e took * ak and ſhe 


that 


( 18x ) 


that fat in the marriage chamber was in 
heavineſs. The land alſo was moved for 
the inhabitants thereof, and all the houſe of 
J acob was. covered with confuſion. 

At ſuch a time as this, and in the midſt 
8 ſuch oppreſſion, who will attempt to 


ſeek, ae. for a ſovereign, or a civil, or 


a tribal in the hands of Judah. 
In this inſtance, the Jews were depriv- 
ed of every earthly ſceptre in every ſenſe. 
Nor can the whole of that achetiry, 
wise. is neceſſarily implied even in this 
ſenſe of a tribal ſceptre, be aſcribed or 
vindicated to it, during that other period 
of their calamities, which befel them in 
che reign of King Manafſeh. For though 
in their captivity they were adviſed by 
the. prophet Jeremy go build themſelves 
houſes and to dwell in them; to plant gar- 
dens and to eat the fruit of them :- (tho 


many of them were ſo well fixed and fet- 
tled at Babylon, and lived there in ſuch 


eaſe and affluence, that they refuſed to 


return to their native country; though in 


this captiyity they were allowed to live as 


er! ch) Newt. vol. i. p. 105. 
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made it an eſſential of tnbeſhip. 


( 182 ) 
2 diſtin& people, to appoint Feafts and 
Faſts for themſelves, to have Rulers and 


Governors of their own.) Yet is it by 


no means reaſonable to imagine, that Ba- 
bylon, the proud and haughty city, the 
Queen ſo confident in her own / ſtrength 


and policy, ſo regardleſs even of the one 


Supreme Being and his Providence, as to 
fay, I am a Lady, and there is none elſe ; 
that ſhe, within the very preein@s of her 
walls, would, in caſes relating only to the 
tranſgreſſion or non obſervanee of certain 
rites and ceremonies, of no eſtimation 
in her ſight, ſuffer thoſe Rulers to exer- 
ciſe capital juriſdiction over the individu- 
als of their tribe; over a people too 
brought by her into Chaldæa, for the 
very purpoſe of populating her newly en- 
larged boundaries. But any of the tribes 
of Ifrael wanting this power, wanted that 
ſingle requiſite, which alone could give 
them any title to a tribal ſceptre. For 
with ſuch a power as this Moſes inveſt- 
ed each tribe, and the nature of his aws 


From 
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From theſe inſtances it plainly appears 
that the tribal ſceptre ſuferel . — 
directly falſifying the words of the pro- 

hecy. | 5 
: 45 with regard to Commencement, 
this ſenſe of the word will be found to 
be equally inadmiſſible. 

The forty-ninth Chapter of Geneſis is 
commonly called Jacob's bleſſing of his 
Sons; but it might as well, if not better, 
be called Jacob's deſignation of the 
Twelve Tribes of Iſrael. For tell me 
how it came to paſs otherwiſe, that the 
people, when in the land of Egypt, before 
the 33 of Moſes, called themſelves by 
the names of the twelve men particularly 
mentioned in thoſe Chapters, rather than 
by any other? It is a ſtriking. circum- 
ſtance, and could not poſſibly have hap- 
pened by chance, much leſs by a mere 
deyolution of Jacob's power among his 
© ſons, after his deceaſe : For had that 
been the caſe, Ephraim and Manaſſeh 
could not have been Heads of tribes ; 
© for their father Joſeph was living, and he 
Pa Is 1% 29% ; - © muſt, 


6184) 
« muſt have been Head of one tribe, as 
© the reſt of his brethren were. 

All the circumſtances reported in 
© theſe two chapters anſwer to this 
idea. In the fiſt place, Jacob gives 
© the Birth-right, as to the temporal 1 in- 


= heritance, to Joſeph, by giving him a 


double portion, and raiſing out of his 
family two Princes or Heads of tribes; in 
Iſrael, Ephraim and Manaſſeh are mine; 
« As Reuben and Simeon, they ſhall be 
ine. And becauſe other Iſſue from 
« Joſeph would have ſtood upon a level 
in point of deſcent with Ephraim and 
Manaſſeh, and it might have been 
doubtfol whether they tne ht not claim 
© to be Rulers themſelves, Gd equal to 
their brothers, Jacob directs that they 
« ſhould be reckoned in the tribes of their 
two brothers; hey ſbull be called after 
« the name of han brethren in their in- 
© beritance. By this deſignation of Ja- 
cob, the two ſons of Joſeph” were ap- 
pointed, each to be the Head of a ſe- 
me e; for this, Jacob, ſpeax- 
ing of theſe two grand- children, declares 
© be 


( 185 ) 
be, Manaſſeh, ſhall become a 107 0 
and be alſo ſhall be great: But his bro- 
* ther Ephraim ſhall be greater than be, 
and his ſeed ſhall become a multitude of 
* nations. In the following chapter Ja- 
cob ſpeaks to his ſons as repreſentatives 
of ſo many diſtincs people; which is 
« expreſſly remarked by Moſes, all the/e 
are the twelve tribes of Tjrael ; and it is 
evident likewiſe from hence, that the 
© things foretold and aſcribed to them, 
« are by no means capable of being un- 
* derſtood of ſingle perſons.” 
This argument without doubt is con- 
clufive in fixing ? the deſignation of the 
tribes ; and from this time forward, the 
One of Iſrael are mentioned as ſuch ; 
ut ſurely not as © ſo many diſtinct peo- 
ple, independent of each other, and 
(o) Biſhop Warburton controverts this point, . His (Bibop 
«© Sherlock's) aſſertion, is that the ib. /ceptre ſprung up from 
«« the aſhes of Jacob; his proof, that it aroſe and flouriſhed in 
«© the wilderneſs.” _ But, under correction, this is not an accurate 
ſtate of the caſe : For Biſhop Sherlock's proof conſiſts, in obſerv- 
ing that the names of the tribes in after times were the ſame with 
thoſe mentioned by Jacob; and in taking notice of the Patriarch's 
arbitrary appointment of Ephraim and Manaſſeh to that honor; to 
the exclpiicn of others (as * inſtance Reuben's children) who had 


at leaſt an equal right. Its riſing and Rr the wilderneſs 
33 only adduced as an exemplification of his proof. 


Aa | « ſub- 
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ſubſiſting under Rulers and Judges of 
their own: For in the 

1. Firſt place, during the whole of their 
abode in Egypt, they lived under Egyp- 
tian Taſk-maſters and Egyptian laws: At 
the time of the Exode they had * Elders. 
indeed among them, but Elders they were 
that had never been accuſtomed to bear 
rule, or to fit in judgment; as is evident 
beyond diſpute from the neceſſity Moſes 
found himſelf under of ting aLoxE 
from morning to evening judging between 
one and another ; and from Jethro's ad- 
vice upon the occaſion, Be thou. for the 

people to e that thou mayeſt 
bring the cauſes unto God; and thou ſhalt 
teach them ordinances and laws, and ſhalt 
ſhew them the way wherein they muſt walk, 
and the work that they muſt do. More- 
over thou ſhalt provide, out of all the 
people, able men, ſuch as fear God, men 
of truth, hating covetouſne/ſs, and place 
fuch over et, zo be Rulers of Renter 


(x) And 1. OFFICERS of the children of Ihe), which Pla- 
rh0b's TASKMASTERS bad fet over them, torre łeaten . Exod. v. 14, 


and 


(i) Exod. 18, 13— 26. 
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and Rulers of hundreds, Rulers of fifties, 
and Rulers of tens. And let them judge 
the people at all ſeaſons : And it all be | 
that every great matter they ſball bring 
unto thee ; but every ſmall matter they 
ſpall Judge. So Moſes bearkened to * { 
voice of .Þis father-in-law; and for. this 
purpoſe choſe able men out of all Iſrael. 
This happened within three months after 
the Exode. | 
2. In the next place, the people of the 
different tribes dwelt promiſcuouſly in- 
terſperſed one amongſt another; which, | 
if it be not apparent from the curcum- ' 
ſtance of Moles's chooſing theſe Rulers 
and Judges o out of all Iſrael : Yet will it be 
eminently ſo from the inſtitution, which 
took place. * two years after this, when the 
Lord ſpake unto Moſes in the wilderneſs 
of Sinai, ſaying, with you there F be 
a man of every tribe; every one Head of 
the . houſe of his fathers ; ; and they ſhall 
be Princes of tbe tribes of their Taler, 
And Moſes and Aaron took the men which 
the , had expreſſed by their names. 


000 Num. 1. 1— 84. and l. 1, 2 
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And they aſſembled all the congregation 
together, and the afſenibly declared their 
ped rees after their families, by the houſe 

their fathers. And all they that were 
Ants from twenty years oid and up- 
ward, even all the males that were able to 
go forth to ear in Tſrael were fx hundred 
and three thouſand, and f̃ue hundred and 
fifty men, excluſrve of the Levites. Theſe 
are thoſe which Mofes and Aaron number- 
ed; and the Princes 0 T/rael being twelve 
men; each one was for the bouſe . of his 
fathers, And the children of Iſrael were 
commanded from that time forward 10 
Pilcb their tents, every man by his own 
CAMP, and every man by bis OWN, STAN- 
DARD, throughout their tents. And the 
children of Iſrael did accordin g 10 all 
that the Lord commanded them. 

Now it is evident from the whole ten- 
or of this tranſaction that, however diſ- 
tinct and unmixt the families of the ſons 
of Jacob had kept themſelves during their 
abode in Egypt, ſo that they could de- 
clare their pedigrees, and rank themſelves 
after their families, W to the houſe 

5 


EE, 
of their fathers ; yet, that this is the firſt 
inſtance of their being commanded to live 
under a ſeparate command, and to pitch | 
their tents every man by his. own camp, 


and every man by his own ſtandard : For 
if they had been thus ſeparate and di- 
{tin& before, there would have been no 
occaſion for the command. And there- 
fore; jt does not appear that they had 
any other ſeparate cy, than that of 
taking particular care not to intermarry 
promiſcuouſly with other tribes :  How- 
ever, at leaſt they were not tribes in the 
ſenſe here contended for, nor had any ju- 
riſdiction to which the word ſceptre could 
with any propriety of language be appli- 
ed, till this appointment of Moſes in the 
wilderneſs. - ' mes ; 

According to this account therefore, 
the promiſe of the ſceptre to the tribe of 
Judah did; not take place till four hun- 
dred years after it was given. But the pro- 
phecy is couched in ſuch terms as ex- 
preſſly to imply, that the ſceptre, what- 
ever it meant, was at that very time in 


Judah's poſſeſſion. It is not faid with 
any 


— ... — 


the ſceptre ſhal 
| 1 0 
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any limitation, or exception, or condi- 


tion of hereafter, but, generally, and ex- 
not depart from 
nor a. W wer from between his 
feet AT Shiloh come. Had it been a 
ſceptre 1 in reverſion which was intended by 
Jacob, how eaſy, how neceſſary. would it 
ave been to have mentioned that parti- 
cular; and as he has not, to underſtand 
it in that ſenſe, is to take a liberty which 
no language, no grammar will allow ; is 
to uſe a latitude of interpretation which 
would harmonize contradictions. To this 
period therefore of the Jewiſh conftitu- 
tion the eſtabhſhment c che ſceptre can- 
not be aſcribed. 1 99 
But if in reſpect to che great names by 
which this ſenſe is ſupported, we for a mo- 
ment break through all propri of lan- 
age, andreduce the dignity of this ſceptre N 


or ſtaff of authority ſtill lower; making it to 


ſignify no more, than that ſuch authority 
as Judah had at the time this pre hecy 
was delivered, was to remain wit his 
F Still we Thall not be able to 

| ſteer 
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ſteer clear of the rock, upon which we 
have already ſplit. 

For in acquainting us with the extent 
of this authority, it is affirmed, that (it 
could not with any kind of pro be 
ſaid, that the ri tre hould of 5 part 
ae! Judah, El; Judah had no 2 01 
nor was to have any for many genera- 
tions after; But Judah had a rod or ſtaff 
of a tribe, for he was then conſtituted 
a tribe as well as the reſt of his -bre- 
thren). But when was this authority to 
commence ? Confeſſedly not till the death 
of his father Jacob. Conſequently the 
ſceptre thus lowered and reduced, is a 
ſceptre in reverſion ; and though the in- 
terval between the giving of this prophecy, 
and Jacob's death, is not quite Four 
Hundred Vears; yet being but a week, 
a day, an hour, it is long enough to con- 
tradiet the immediate and expreſs ſenſe 
of the prophecy. 

The whole of this reaſoning, with re- 
gard to the commencement, evidently ap- 


(1) Newt. vol. i. p. 95. 


plies 


ce 


able and eminent interpreter, to be 


plies itſelf with ſtill greater force againſt 
the notion of a ſovereign ſceptre. _ 
It will be proper now to proceed to the 


conſideration of another opinion on this 


ſubject. 


« From the Hiſtory of Jeſus the 
« Meſſiah we learn that he came as Heir 
4 of God to ſucceed immediately in his 
« father's Kingdom; God having DE- 
% LIVERED UP the Kingdom to his Son, 
e having in him raiſed up from among 
& his. choſen people à prophet like unto 


« Moſes, . who exerciſed the legiſlative 


% power like Moſes; and aſſumed the 


e regal power like God; who gave a 


« yer law to be adminiſtered in a NEw 


c KINGDOM and confirmed the Divinity 


« of the diſpenſation by the | moſt ſtu- 
« pendous miracles ;* And this abolition 
« of the old or Moſaic law by the Son 
* of God, this change in the government 
% from the 7emporal theocracy of God 
&« the Father to the /þiritual Kingdom of 
&* God the Son, is underſtood, by another 


(q) Div. Leg. vol. iv. p. 244 


( the 


(193). 
the true completion of chat famous 
« prophecy of Jacob; and in conſe- 
quence this opinion, his Lordſhip 
thus * and explains the words 
of Jacob, concerning the departure of 
ba: ſceptre from Judah : „ 'The THE- 
„ ocRacy ſhall continue over the Jews 
- until Chriſt come to take poſſeſſion of 
“ his father's Kingdom. 
And this Theocracy, ® he fays, 
« commenced, when God at mount Si- 
“ nai, three months after the Exode, pro- 
« poſed to the children of Iſrael by their 
$6 . Moſes, to become their King, 
„ ſaying, now therefore if you will obey 
« my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, 
& then ye ſhall be a PECULIAR TREA-> 
* SURE unto me above all people, for ALL 
* THE EARTH ig mine. And ye ſball be 
„ unto me a kingdom of Prieſts, and an 
« holy nation. And all the people an- 
% fwered together, and ſaid, all that the 
« Lord hath ſpoken we will do. 
And this Theocrary continued from 
« that time, even to the coming of Chit, 


(m) Vol. iv. p. 156. (a) Vol. iv. p. 243. 
B b « Except, 


— —cc_  — . ˙ - — — 1 " —_— 
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* 002K Except, that the adminiſtration of it, 
«6 lay, as it were, in abeyance during the 


ce captivity at Babylon; and of conſe- 
quence, it may be added, during the 
Tyranny of Antiochus Epiphanes; and 
from the time, that Judza was reduced 
into a Roman Province by Pompey, to the 
coming of Chriſt. 

In concurrence with this explanation, 
it muſt be ſaid, that it is at leaſt adequate 
to the apparent deſign and dignity of the 
prophecy, and correſpondent to the pecu- 
liar purpoſes intended by God in his ſe- 
lection of the Jews to be unto him an 
holy Nation, a royal Prieſthood. But un- 
leſs the eſtabliſhment of this Theocracy 


can be fixed at a much earher period than 


the miniſtry of Moſes, and the excep- 


tions to 1ts unintermitted adminiſtration 
made void, this opinion, excellent as it 
appears to be: will ſtand expoſed to the 
whole weight of thoſe objections which 
have been juſt now urged, and eſteemed 
concluſive, againſt the reaſons by which 
the two former are ſupported. 8 
(o val. iv. p. 239 


OE. For 


(195 /) 

For if the adminiſtration - of this Theo- 
cracy, lay as it were, in abeyance during 
that captivity; and the exerciſe of it was 
only then reſumed, when the Jews re- 
turned from Babylon; it ſuffered an in- 
terruption, which contradicts and falſi- 
fies the words of the prophecy : And 
therefore proves, that they could not in 
any reaſonable ſenſe be faid to have re- 
tained that ſceptre, 7hus explained, the 
charter of which was, THAT IT $HOULD 
NOT DEPART. OTF, : 
But even if this ſuppoſition of abey⸗ 
ance and interruption, / as applied to the 
government of God, ſhould not be thought 
to affect the continuance of the ſceptre; 
yet the æraà of its eſtabliſhment, viz, four 
hundred years after the prophecy, here 
inſiſted upon, notwithſtanding what the 
learned author has advanced to the con- 
trary, expoſes this interpretation to the 
full force of Biſhop Sherlock's reaſoning 
upon that point. | 1 
Jacob indeed calls his ſons together, to 
acquaint them with what ſhall happen to 
them in the latter days; and to one of 
B b 2 them 
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them, he ſays, the ſceptre ſhall not de- 
park from Judah ; But ſurely it is no 
« uſual way of ſpeaking, to ſay, your 
c ſceptre Mall not depart, when the 1 ed 


ds directed to one who has no ſceptre, 


nor according to the ſuppoſition is to 
[3 have one ſor many ages. The ancient 
verſions all agree in one ſenſe, the ſame 
which our Engliſh verſion has ex- 
« preſſed, the ſceptre (hall not depart from 
Judah. "Which words plainly and in 
direct terms ſuppoſe the 1 to be al- 
s ready in the hands of | udah ; for there 


f eee at a thing ſhall 


not re which never Yet "Was in he 

Had the prophecy related to a ee 
in teverſion, that circumſtance would no 
doubt have been ſufficiently marked, and 
ex a in onde io this geg, a ſceptre 
ee come into the hands of Ju- 
fah, which after it is oome, ſhall continue 


with him, and ſhall not depart from him 


until Shiloh come ; but on the rang 
the words are expireſlly, the 


| privilege, the he: now in 1 


ſhall 
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ſhall xoT depart until Shiloh come. The 
prophecy therefore is not a grant of a 
+ {ceptre, but a confirmation of it. Now a 
confirmation of nothing is nothing, and to 
* make it ſomething the poſſeſſion of the 
thing confirmed mul be ſuppoſed.” What- 
ever privilege, power, or dignity there- 
fore is to be underſtood by the word 
ſceptre, it was in Judah's poſſeſſion at 
the time of Jacob's propheſying. 

What it really was therefore comes 
now to be — 5 into. And here it muſt 
be premiſed, that the reaſons alledged 
againſt the admiſſion of the laſt inter- 
pretation, will be found on a cloſer exa- 


mination to prove rather againſt the man- 


ner, in which it has been ſapported and 
3 than againſt its truth, as a para- 
raſe upon the paſſage. 05 
Such an amendment of it therefore 
ſhall now be ſubmitted to the reader's 
judgment, as, it is hoped, will rid this 
noble idea, of all thoſe difficulties which 
at preſent attend it. 
The — /hall not depart Soom Fu 


"dab; nor a lam giver from between his feet, 


until 
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until Shiloh come, and to him ſhall the ga- 
thering of the people be. That is, 

God, in conſequence of the covenant 
which he made with Abraham when the 
Rite of circumciſion was inſtituted, ſhall not 
ceaſe (by his Delegates, viz, Angels, Judges, 
Kings, Prieſts, and Prophets, for the exal- 
tation of his people, or Spollers and Con- 
querors, for their correction) from being 
the temporal Governor of, and law-giver 

to, Judah and his deſcendants; nor Thall 
thoſe deſcendants, however oppreſſed, 
however diminiſhed by ſlaughter, by cap- 
tivity, by deſertion, or deikenkbo to 1do- 
| latry, ceaſe to be a collective body of peo- 
ple, numerous and conſequential enough 
to be the objects of ſuch a a eg 
until the Meſſiah come. 

Now to eftabliſh this interpretation, 
and to ſhew its correſpondence with the 
words and completion of the prophecy, 
it will only be neceſſary to examine it 
upon the two great points of 

Commencement and Continuance. 
For in the courfe of that examination, 


che propriety of conſidering the enemies of 
Judah 
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Judah as the delegates of God; and the 
tranſaction at Mount Sinai between God 
and the Iſraelites, not as the introduction 
of a new relation between them, but 
the recognition merely of an old one; 
which are the only things which can poſ- 
ſibly ſtand in the way againſt its imme- 
diate reception, will, it is preſumed, be 
fully evinced. 

I. Firſt then for the Commencement. 
Whoever is at all acquainted with the 
hiſtorical part of the Old Teſtament, will 
readily allow the two following Poſtu- 
lata. 
I. That a Theocracy did exiſt among 
the Ifraclites. 
2. Suppoſing the dates of its firſt in- 
ſtitution and final diſſolution, to be fixed 
at any given periods, and then, that any 
republications of it in the interim, or 
new laws ordained with the general con- 
ſent and approbation of the people for the 
ſupport of it, cannot be conſidered as an 
eſtabliſhment of it de novo, but merely 
as a recognition of its exiſtence, and an 
acquieſcence under its authority. 


Now 
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Now that it ended on the coming 
of Chriſt, is agreed on both ſides. 
That it commenced when God appeared 
to the Iſraelites at Mount Sinai, is e 
Warburton's opinion; 
That it commenced at the coyetiant 
of circumciſion, in Abraham's life time, 
is a- propoſition already demonſtrated. 
In ſupport of which, nothing further 
need be added to what has been al- 
ready advanced on that ſubject in its 
proper place. For if that argument be 
deemed concluſive, then his Lordſhip's 
opinion, by the ſecond poſtulatum, gl 
of courſe. | 
However it will afford an irrefragable 
argument in confirmation of that referred 
to, if it can be ſhewn, as no doubt it 
may, that the diſpenſation by the miniſ- 
try of Moſes has in it every mark of a 
tranſaction ſubordinate and ſubſequent to 
a precedent eſtabliſhment ; from which it 
flows as an inferior from a ſuperior, not 
as à ſuperior from an inferior. And to 
effect this, it will be neceſſary to do little 


(201) 
more, than to tranſcribe and connect the 
hiſtory, as it ſtands in the book of Exo- 
dus; and then leave the reader to make 


his on concluſion from it. | 

It came to paſs, when Joſepb, and. all 
bis Brethren, and all that generation' were 
dead, that there aroſe up a new King over 
Egypt ; who, from the wretched. prin- 
ciples of deſpotic policy, ſo grievouſſy 
afflicted the children of Iſrael, that they 
bed by reaſon of the hard bondage; and 
they cried, and their cry came up unto 
God by reaſon of the bondage. And God 
heard their groaning, and God REMEM= 
BERED HIS COVENANT ith Abraham, 
with Jſaac, and with Jacob, and deter- 
mined to deliver them. 

With this view the Angel of the Lord 
appears to Moſes, who at that time was 
with zhe flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, 
upon Mount Horeb, and appoints him to 
be his miniſter in this important buſineſs. 
To which appointment, Moſes makes the 
following anſwer ; who am I, that I ſhould 

unto Pharaob, and that I ſhould bring 


| Ho 


forth the children of 1fracl out of Egypt? 
eatol/ Cc And 
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And God ſaid, CERTAINLY/I WILL BE 
w1TH THEE. And Moſes ſaid unto God 
behold, when I come unto the children of 
Iſrael, and ſhall ſay unto tbem, the God 
of your fathers hath ſent me ' unto you; 
and they ſhall ſay to me, what is his name? 
zwhat ſhall I Jay unto them? And God 
ſaid unto Moſes, I am THAT I Au: And 
MN he ſaid, thus ſhalt thou ſay unto the chil. 
= dren of A I am hath en: me unto 
3 , t. 

God moreover yy unto Moſer, thus. 
ſhalt thou ſay unto the children of Iſrael, 
3 THE LORD GOD OF YOUR FATHERS, be 
3 God of Abraham,” the God of Tſaac, and 
= the God of Jacob, appeared unto me, ſay- 
ing, I have ſurely viſited you, and ſeen. 
that which is done to you in Egypt. 

And now for the private ſatisfaction of 
his Miniſter, God acquaints him with the 
different reception that his embaſſy would 
meet with, at the court of Pharaoh, and 
in the land of Goſhen; and for the con- 
viction of his people, 1 the reprobation 
of their en enables him to work: 


4 Moſes, 


% 
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Mł-oſes, having accepted the commiſſion 
and ſet forward on his journey into Egypt, 
in his way thither is net by the Lord, 4 
who ſeeks 70 Kill him for having omitted 4 
to circumciſe his Son; but Jets him go, = 
upon the performance of that rite. Aaron 


ing gathered the Elders of the children of 4 


Ifrael together, and ſpoken all the words 4 
"of the Lord, and done the appointed figns 2 
in the fight of the people, THE PEOPLE 
"BELIEVED. And when they heard that 
"the Lord had viſited the children of Iſrael, 
and that he had looked upon their afflion, J 
THEN THEY BOWED THEIR HEADS AND | Co 
WORSHIPPED. 10 3 
Afterwards Moſes and Aaron went in 
and told Pharaob, thus ſaith the Lord God 
of 1jrael, let my people go, that they may 
hold a feaſt unto me in the wilderneſs. 
And Pharaoh ſaid, who is the Lord that 
I ſhould obey his voice and let Iſrael go? 
Wherefore do ye, Mofes and Aaron, let 
the people from their works 9 Get ye to 
o your burdens. And in conſequence of 
this petition, Pharaoh commanded the 
Cc 2 Taſk. 


Taſk-maſters not only to take away the 
uſual allowance of ſtraw, but to require 
the ſame daily tale of bricks from the 
people, as when there was raw ; and ihe 
officers of the children of Ijrael ſaw that 


they were in il plight ; and they came 


and remonſtrated to Moſes and Aaron. 
And Moſes returned unto the Lord, and 
ſaid, Lord, wherefore haſt thou ſo evil en- 
treated this people? Why is it that thou 
haſt ſent me? For fince I came to 
Pharaoh to ſpeak in thy name, he hath 
done evil to his people ; neither haſt thou 
delivered thy people at all, Thus ill ſuc- 
ceſs and additional hardſhips had even 
filled the heart of the Legate with diſtruſt. 
He began to fear that he had been delud- 
ed, and to doubt the intention or power 
of his employer. 

Then the Lord faid unto Moſes, now 
to convince thee of my truth Mali thou 


ſee what I ill do unto Pharaoh : Fer 


with a ſtrong band ſhall be let them go, 


and with a ſtrong hand ſhall he drive 
them out of this land. And God ſpake 


unto Moſes and N unto him, I am the 
Lord ; 
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Lord; and I appeared unto Abrabam, un- 
to Jſaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of 
God Almighty, but by my name Febovab 
was 1 not known. to them. And TI have 
alſo ESTABLISHED MY COVENANT itÞ 
them. to give them the land of Canaan, 
the land of their pilgrimage, wherein they 
were ſirangers, And I have alſo heard 
the groaning of the children of Iſrael, 
whom the Egyptians keep in bondage: AND 
I HAVE REMEMBERED MY COVENANT. 
Wherefore ſay unto the children of Iſrael 
Jam the Lord and I will bring you out 
from under the burdens of the Egyptians, 
and I will rid you of their bondage: And 
T will redeem you with a ſtretched out arm 
and with great judgments. And I will 
take you to me for a people and I will be 
to you a God; AND YE SHALL KNOW 
THAT I AM THE LORD vox GOD, 
which brought you out from under the 
burdens of the Egyptians. And I will bring 
you into the land concerning the which 
I DID SWEAR TO GIVE IT ro Abraham, 
to Iſaac, and to Jacob. And I will give 
it to you for an heritage. I am the Lord. 
| But 
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But, when the children o, Iſrael, thro' 
anguiſh of ſpirit and cruel bondage, were 
little diſpoſed to pay proper attention to 
this detail of the right God had to expect 
"obedience at their hands; and Mo/es him- 
ſelf hefitated about undertaking the meſ- 
"tage to Pharaoh ; God, highly incenſed at 
their behaviour inſiſts upon his preroga- 
tive, ſpeaks unto Moſes and to Aaron, and 
gives them a CHARGE unto the children of 
"1frael, and unio Pharaoh, to bring the 
children of 1frael out of the land of E- 
'gypt, and commands them to execute it. 
And tells them moreover, that he will 
Barden Pharaoh's heart, that he may have 4 
an opportunity of nultiplying bis figns 
and his wonders, in order to convince the 
Egyptians that he is the Lord: Under 
this peremptory inj junction Moſes and Aa- 
ron acquieſce. 

After this follow, the plagues inflicted 
290k Egypt, the Exode of the Iſraelites, 
their murmurings at the red ſea, the pur- 
ſuit of Pharaoh, their murmurings at Ma- 
rah for want of ſweet water, their mur- 
murings at Sin for want of bread, again 

| 5 at 
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at Rephidim for want of water; and here 
in ſuch terms of diſtruſt and reproach, 
that Moſes complains of their being a 
ready to ſtone bim; and upon procuring. 
water for them, by ſtriking tbe-rock in 
Horeb, calls the place Maſſab and Meri- 
bah, becauſe of the chiding of the thildren 
of Iſrael, and becauſe they tempted the 
Lord, ſaying, 1s the Lord among us, or 
not | 

By theſe repeated inſtances of ingrati- 
tude and diſcontent, they plainly diſco- 
vered themſelves to be a perverſe, rebel- 
lious. and ſtiff-necked generation; a ge- 
neration, which no gentle form of Go- 
vernment would ever keep within the 
bounds of duty and allegiance. For af- 
ter being put in mind of and acknow- 
ledging the covenant, which God made 
with their great progenitors; after all the 
| figns and wonders which they had ſeen 
in Egypt; and after their deliverance from 
that cruel bondage, in conſequence of 
that covenant; they were ſtill ready, upon 
every little occaſion of complaint, to diſ- 
pute the authority or power of that God. 
#4 19 Cera Whbhere⸗ 
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Wherefore it was manifeſtly neceſſary, ei- 
ther to enter into a mutual diffolution of 
that covenant, as far as it regarded the 
people in general, and, in conformity 
with the promiſe given to Abraham, to 
make of Moſes and others that would 
prove obedient, 2 Nation greater and 
migbtier than they : Or, to require their 

aſſent to an additional code of laws, which 
ſhould operate its effect, (viz, the pre- 
ſerving the memory of the one God in 
an idolatrous world till the coming of the 
Mefſiab) ſtrongly and conſtantly ; which 
ſhould be able to prevail againſt all acci- 
dents, which ſhould govern and direct all 
conjunctures. eee eee 

Upon finding ſuch a proceeding abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, the natural method to be 
followed, was, to propoſe theſe matters in 
their proper order, in full aſſembly of the 
people (for the covenant being entred into 
by open contract, ® the diſſolution of it 


(u) Num. 14. 12. V1 
(m) For, unleſs that civil government, which is founded on 
ORIGINAL COMPACT, ſtands upon a different footing from all o- 
ther compacts in the world, we may ſafely pronounce, that a bar-. 
gain or agreement, which has been made — two parties, can 
never be diſſolved but by the conſent of both of them; or by a 
fundamental miſdemeanor in one, if the orher party cuoosrs to 
| | exact 
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could properly take place in no other 
way): It any of the people wiſhed to be 
free from the obligation of the abraham- 
ic covenant (for it is not to be ſuppoſed 
they all would or could), they had no- 
thing to do but to return to their darling 
fleſh pots: If they did not, but ſhould 
chooſe to continue under it, then it would 
be proper to have recourſe to the other 
part of the alternative, viz, the introduc- 
tion of laws for the better regulation of 
their behaviour; but as this would be a 
new thing, and made no part of the ori- 
ginal compact (otherwiſe than as it was 
an event then predicted), it would be ab- 
ſolvtely neceſſary for their King to propoſe 
this amendment likewiſe in full aſſembly 
of the people, for their approbation and 
conſent. And this, as will be ſeen im- 
mediately, was in fact the method of pro- 
ceeding in the preſent caſe. Þ 
exact the forfeiture. For example, in the caſe of the Jews under 
Samuel, there was a renunciation, it is true, on the part of the people, 
or, in plain Engliſh, a xeBeLLI1ONn : But God did not give way 
toit; he would not (as on the principles of civil juſtice he might) 
exact the forfeiture; which was, the withdrawing his proteas 


tion. dee Div. Leg. V. 4 P- 169. 
N Fo 
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For when the people were departed from 
Rephidini, and were came to the deſart of 
Sinat, and had pitched in the wilderneſs, 
Mo/es went up unto God; and the Lord 
called unto bim out of the mountain, ſay- 
ing, thus ſhalt thou ſay unto the houſe of 
Jacob, and tell the children of Hel: 
Ye have ſeen what I did unto the E gyptians, 
and bow 1 bare you on Eagles wings, and 
brought you unto myſelf. Now therefore, 
, ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep 
MY COVENANT, Zhen ye ſhall be @ pECU+ 
LIAR TREASURE #170 me above all e 
for all the- Earth is mine, and ye ſball be 
umto me a KINGDOM OF PRIESTS, and an 
HOLY NATION. Theſe are the words which 
thou ſhalt ſpeak unto the children of 1jrael. 

And Moſes came, and called the El- 
ders of the people, and laid before their 

faces, all theſe words which the Lord com- 
manded bim. And all the people anſwered 
together and ſaid, all that the Lord hath 


Jpoken we will do. And Moſes returned 


the words of the People unto the Lord. | 
With 
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With the return of the people's anſwer, 
this period of the tranſaction is perfectly 
completed 6 | | | 1 C90 
Nov it is evident, that the words, wy 
COVENANT, either relate to that entred into 
with Abraham, or to that about to take 
FCC | 
It is likewiſeevident; that they cannot 
relate to both, in the ſenſe, in which they 
muſt be here underſtoodvp. 

It follows therefore, if they can be 
ſhewn, not to relate to one in that ſenſe, 
they muſt relate to the other. 

Now they cannot relate to the Mofaic, or 
that about to take place; For let the pro- 
poſition be examined; if ye will not obey 
my voice indeed, and keep my COVENANT; 
what covenant ? Not ſurely that about to 
take place: For then, that circumſtance 
ought to have been particularly mentioned; 
otherwiſe the people, recollecting the for- 
mer covenant, and having no intimation 
of a . one, muſt neceſſarily un- 
derſtand the condition of obedience as 
relating to the firſt. - Therefore as no ex- 
preſs, or even implied, intimation of 'a 

$5 D d 2. ſecond 


* * 
8 
>. 


on the part of God, and the ready and 
explicit conſent of the people to it, it is 
neceſſary to conclude, that by the words, 
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ſecond: covenant is given in this period of 
the tranſaction; and as it is perfectly com- 
plete in itſelf; therefore the words, my 
COVENANT, mult relate to that entred 
into with Abraham. 1 

Beſides, when God, for the accom- 
pliſhment of a deſign worthy of his in- 
finite goodneſs, condeſcends to propoſe 
himſelf to a particular body of people as 
their temporal ſovereign, it is not to be 
doubted but he would accommodate him- 
ſelf to their manner of proceeding in 
ſuch an affair. How prepoſterous is it 
then to imagine, that God would propoſe, 
as the condition of becoming their King, 
and how improbable that the people 
would give their afſent to, A covENANT, 
umplying the reception of Laws, concern- 
ing which nothing was ſaid, that could 
lead the people even to form a gueſs at 
their import? Therefore from the propoſal 


My COVENANT, was underſtood, THAT 
de with Abraham | 
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ae" ple then having thus acknow- 

inks ſubjeats of a pre-eſtab- 

nd Theocracy, and declared their will- 

ingneſs to continue under the covenant of 

their Forefathers; he Lord ſaid unto Moſes, 

lo I come unto thee in a thick cloud, that 

the people may bear, when I ſpeak with 

thee, and believe thee for ever. And Moſes 

returned abe words of the people unto the 
Lord, 

Here; 18 ES period diſtinaly marked 
out; in which, e words of. the people 
implying only an aſſent 70 hear, and not a 
previous aſſent to what ſhould be heard, 
ſeem plainly to ſhew, that the words of 
God were underſtood to contain an inten- 
tion, not firſt made known to them, of 
propoſing new Laws, and new regulations, 
to the aſſembly for their approbation : To 
which therefore the people could not with 
propriety return an anſwer that imported 
more, than their willingneſs to be made 
acquainted with-the-tenor of thoſe rules. 

I his conſtruction of the paſſage, being 
obvious and ind. has likewiſe this ad- 
ditional 


6214) 
ditional circumſtance in its favor, that it 
4 a arm introduces the other pare of 

ternative. 

2 their willingnaſoro hear being ſigni- 
fied, the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, go unto the 
people, and ſandtiſy them to day and to 
morrow”;" and let them waſh their clothes, 
and be ready againſt the third day; For 
the third 45 Re Lord will come down in 
the þi * of all abe People yes mount 


Sinai.” 

And on the third day Moſes brought 
forth the people out of the camp, to meet 
03th God, and they ſtood at the nether 
part of the mount; and Mount Sinai was 
"altogether on a ſmiak, becauſe the Lord 
deſcended upon it in fire, and after giving 
ſome directions to Moſes about the orderly 
diſpoſition of the people, God ſpake all 
| 'theſe words to them, ſaying, I am the 
Lord thy God, which brought thee out of 
the Land of Eeypr, ous of the houſe of 
bondage. Thou ſhalt have no other Gods 
before me, and fo on to the end of the 
Decalogue; to which the people og ny 
their afſent by ſhewing no figns of iſap- 

probation; 
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probation ; ; but during the ſhort pauſe 
which then followed, they retire from the. 
thunderings, and Ibm gn, and the noiſe 
of the trumpet, and defire Moſes to ſtand. 
between them and God, and to declare 
the divine will to them. 

- Preſently after are recited the e 
fon the regulation of their future behaviour 
in civil life, with their ſeveral ſanctions, 
and the promiſe of a bleſſing to the obe- 
dient. 'This ſecond part being delivered, 
and from the nature of it requiring a more 
explicit declaration of aſſent than the for- 
mer; Moſes came and told the people all 
the words of the Lord, and all the judge 
ments: and all the people amſcwered with 
one voice, and ſaid, all the words which | 
the Lord hath ſaid, will we dv. 

Moſes moreover, that the aſſent of the 
people to theſe new regulations might not 

appear to be taken from them by — 
and being taken, that it might be properly 
confirmed, ro/e up cariy in the morning, 


built an altar, offered burnt offerings and 


peace offerings ; took half the blood which, 
fell from the victims, and put it in baſons; 


and 


( 216 ) 


and the other half he ſprinkled on the A. 
tar. And he took the book of the covenant 
and read in the audience of the people ; 
and they ſaid, all that the Lord hath ſaid 
will we do, and be obedient. And Moſes 
zook the blood and ſprinkled it on the peo- 

ple, and ſaid, behold, the blood of the cove- 
nant, which the Lord hath made with you 
ag all theſe words. 

Thus much being ſettled and ratified, 
Moſes went into the midſt of the cloud; 
and Moſes was in the mount forty days 
and forty nights; ; where he received the 
ordinances relating to the eſtabliſhment of 
a Prieſthood and a ceremonial Law. 

A part of the new conſtitution eſſenti- 
al neceſſary; for, before he came down 
with them from the Mount, the people 
had ſhewn the inefficacy of the preceding 

regulations, and had quickly turned afide 
* out of the way of thoſe commandments. 

For they had inſiſted on Aaron's making 
them a molten calf to. go before them, and 
had fallen down and worſhipped it; upon 
which the anger of the Lord being great- 

08 kindled againſt them, he threatens to 


exact 
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exact the forfeiture of the covenant ; which 
at the earneſt entreaty of Moſes being re- 
mitted, the Idolaters are ſlain, the Tables 
of teſtimony renewed, and the aſſent of 
the people to the chind ſyſtem of regula- 
tions aſcertained, by their liberal contri- 
butions 20 the work of the tabernacle of 
the congregation, and for all the Lord's 
ſervice, and for the holy garments. 

Thus this important z Addition was 
eſtabliſhed in all its parts 

And now the ones may be fairly 
aſked; what circumſtance there is in all 
this enfin which does not perfectly 
coincide with the notion, he was deſired 


to have in view ? 
Is it, that an eſſential Aference in re- 


ligious opinion was under this diſpenſation 
puniſhed with death? It was likewiſe 
punt iſhed with death by the covenant of 


circumciſion. 
Is it, that the law of . can- 


not be ſhewn to have been regularly put 
into execution? Neither can it be ſnewn, 
that the puniſhment annexed to the laws 


(2) Gal. ii 19. 


E e 2 againſt 
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againſt idolatry were on all occaſions in- 
flicted. Nay, the law of circumciſion 
ſeems to have been by much the beſt ob- 
ſerved of the two. 

Is it, that the government, after the Mo- 
= diſpenſation, was adminiſtered by an 
extraordinary Providence, equally diſpen- 
ſing temporal rewards and puniſhments 

/ both to the community and to particu- 
lars? What leſs can be ſaid of that go- 
vernment, the charter of which was, I 
vill bleſs them that bleſs thee, and curſe 
him that curſeth thee? What leſs can be 
ſaid of the adminiſtration of 1t over Abra- 
ham, Iſaac, Jacob, Joſeph : or during 
the bondage of the children | of Iſrael in 
Egypt; when the more they were afflicted, 
the more they multiplied and grem; when 
God DEALT WELL with the Hebrew Mid- 
wives. Shiphrah and Puab, AND MADE 

* THEM HOUSES, becauſe they feared God, 
and did not as the King of Egypt com- 
manded them ; when God brought the chil- 
dren of Iſrael out of that land with a 
mighty hand and a flretebed out arm; 
went before them, by day in a pillar of 
a 
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a cloud, and by nigbt in a pillar of fire; 
feweetened the bitter waters for them in the 
wilderneſs ; gave them drink out of the 
Arn rock ; and bread from Heaven to cat. 

Is it, that God any where - aſſumes a 
name, implying a NEARER relation to 
this people, than to their great Progeni- 
tors? So far from it, that he prefaces their 
new laws, the laws given to themſelves in 
particular, with, I am the Lord thy God, 
which brought thee out of the land of E- 

gypt, out of the houſe of bondage : And 
To brought them out thence, becauſe he 
remembered the covenant that he had made 
With Abraham, Jſaac, and Facob. 

And what is ſtill more remarkable, in 
the very place, where, at the preſſing in- 
ſtance of the people, God is prevailed 
upon to appoint Saul his Regal Deputy, 
Samuel addreſſes them in this manner, 
n Thus fatth the Lord God of 1jrael, 1 
brought up 1ſrael out of Egypt, and de- 
Hivered you out of the hand of the Eg yp- 
tians, and out of the hand of all kingdoms 


and oY them that oppreſſed you ; ah ap- 


(n) 1. Sam. x. 18, 19. 


E e 2 peals 
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peals to this deliverance, as an incontro- 
vertible reaſon, why they ſhould not have 
rejected their God, . he /aved them 
out of all their adverſities and all their 
tribulation. Evident therefore it is, if 
Samuel may be ſuppoſed to have been at 
all acquainted with the hiſtory and. nature 
of the government under which he lived, 
and even acted in the capacity of ſupreme 
earthly” Magiſtrate for many years, that 
he conceived God to have ſtood in the 
very ſame relation to his people while in 
Egypt, chat he did when he delegated 
his executive power to Saul. For inſtead 
of grounding his accuſation of rebellion 
upon the terms of the Moſaic diſpenſation, 
and the evidences of God's extraordinary 
protection under it: Which would have 
been very ſufficient and moſt natural, if 
the relation of King had then, and not 
till then, taken place: Inſtead of this, 
not the leaſt alluſion is made to the tran- 
ſation at Mount Sinai ; but the Prophet 

rounds his charge upon acts of particular 
Providence previous to that Ara, 
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And it is much tobe obſeryed, that every 
admonition, every appeal, every ſanction, 
in the five books of Moſes, runs in the 
name of the God of Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Jacob; Or of the God, who. brought them 
out of Egypt, and out, of the houſe of 
bondage; and not in the name of the 
God, who gave them the law from mount 
Sinai; which ought to have been the ſtile, 
if God did not before the lalt mentioned 
occaſion aſſume the authority of King. 
The two firſt are his favorite . moſt fre- 
quent titles the ſcriptures throughout. 

Hence it appears, that the Moſaic diſ- 
penſation was a part only of the Abra- 

amic, added, as the Apoſtle accurately ex- 

preſſes it, becauſe of tranſgreſſions: Impoſed 
upon the people only, as the word, trans 
greſſions, clearly implies: Without giv- 
ing any NEW POWERS, if one may be 
allowed ſo to ſpeak, to God; as the an- 
ſwers to the queſtions, juſt now propoſed, 
clearly evince. 

It may therefore now be taken as pro- 
ved by the ſecond Poſtulatum, that the 


9 — commenced in the time of 
Abraham: 
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Abraham : For there is no other cove- 
nant in ſcripture, but that made with 
him, and this with Moſes, which con- 
tains "PENAL LAWS, TO BE ENFORCED 
BY THE ORDINARY MAGISTRATE, FOR 
MATTEES OF RELIGIOUS OPINION. - 

II. It will however be further neceſ- 
ſary to ſhew, that it continued till ans 
coming of Meſſiah. [1 
And this will evidently be nee appear 
from what has been already ſaid, the mo- 
ment it is ſeen, that the Enemies, as well as 
Kings, Judges, &c. of Judah, were by 
the conditions of the Theocratic Charter 
to be legally dee as the Delegates of 

To begin chen Ni with its exiſtence 
from the covenant of Nas >a to the 
Nn diſpenſation. 

Within this interval, the great ching to 
be accounted for on this page; prip 1s the 
Egyptian bondage. 4 . 

Now more than thirteen years before 
the covenant of circumciſion God had in 

expreſs terms told Abram, that his ſeed 


An 75 a ranger in a land that was 
not 


« ” 
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not theirs, and that the people of that land 
ſhould aff? them four hundred years; 
conſequently the covenant was accepted 
and ratified with this event annexed to it 
as a part of the diſpenſation. But an event, 
known and acquieſced in at the original 
contract, cannot be conſidered either as 
inducing a ceſſation of the government, or 

an abeyance of its adminiſtration. 

Beſides, the government was in fat 
adminiſtered under this event. 

1. Over particulars, in the inſtance of che 
mid-wives. 

2. Over the community. For the 
great end of this new ſpecies of govern- 
ment was to preſerve the knowledge of 
the Unity: That therefore muſt properly 
be called the adminiſtration of it, which 
has an immediate and direct tendency to 
produce that end; Now there 1s all the 
probability in the world to ſuppoſe, that 
this ſelection would have failed of attain- 
ing the end propoſed, had the deſcendants 
of Abraham been ſuffered to grow up, in- 
creaſe, and multiply, in the land of Ca- 
naan ; and there does not appear to have 


been 
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been any other method of ſecuring this 
end at that period of time, and during 
the infancy of the n ſtate, than that 


of placing the Iſraelites in the neighbour- 
hood, and under the dominion of a ſu- 
perior ſtate, that ſhould be obliged to re- 
ceive them on friendly terms, and at the 
fame time to hold their religious faith and 
practices in abhorrence. And Egypt was 
the ſituation molt deſirable for many rea- 
ſons, but particularly for that laſt men- 
tioned : A difference in the articles of re- 
ligious opinion ſo eſſential as that of one 
people's offering up in ſacrifice that ani- 
mal, which the other would not ſuffer to 
be flain under the ſevereſt penalties, and 
even made the national object of their 


adoration, muſt of neceſſity prevent all 


intercommunity between one nation and 
the other, ſo long as the Iſraelites adhered 


firitly to their own principles ; but if in 


of time they ſhould relax in theſe 
points, and mingle with the Heathen, and 


leam their works, and thus become guilty 


of the crime of Leſe-Majeſty ; what could 


be 4 more proper puniſhment of their re- 
a Ss 


>” * 
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bellion, or tend more to prevent a total 
defection, than to bring them into bondage 
under thoſe ungrateful maſters? The ſe- 
verities that would naturally be made uſe 
of upon ſuch an occaſion; would alienate 
the minds of the ſlaves from an attach- 
ment to the country, exaſperate them 
againſt their maſters, and make them 
look with earneſt expectation for the DE- 
LIVERANCE, PROMISED BY THE GOD OF 
THEIR FATHERS: And ſo in fact it proved; 
for notwithſtanding the affection they en- 
tertained for many. parts of the been ; 
ſuperſtition, which juſtified their bondage; 
yet their cry came up unto God by rea- 
ſon of that bondage; and when wget heard. 


that the Lord had looked upon eir af- 1 
fliction, they BOWED THEIR HEADS AND 4 
WORSHIPPED: | Thus then THE BND Was, 2 
ſecured : Ard it appears both from the _ 
compact, and the reaſon of the thing, that = 
the Egyptians might properly be ſtiled jt 
God's Deputies in the. adminiſtration | of. 4 
lis government. 22 3 


| \N 5 «3 

It now remains to ſhew, that the The- 1 
ocracy ſuffered no interruption or abeyance 1 
: * . 2288 a | from = 
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from the Moſaic diſpenſation to the 
co ming of Chriſt. 
An here for the full proof of this 
bin and a further confirmation of the 
reafoning that has been, Juſt now made 
uſe of, it will be only neceffary to tran- 
ſetibe the 8 8 7 chapter of . 
ticus. 
I qe wall in ny Parutes, 1 keep my 
commandments, and do them ; then Twill 
give you rain in due ſeaſon, tid the land 
25 ld Ber ira; and the trees of 
| 1 ald their fruit ; and your. 
ptr "hall reach unto tht vintage, and 
the vintage Pall reach unto the ſowing- 
me? Abd you ſhall eat your bread to the 
fill, and dell in Jour land ja afetly. And 
Iwill give peace in the land, and Je - ſhall 
lle town, F<; none 755 mals you afraid: 
Ad Tas I rid evi beaſts out 15 the land, 
neither 500 the feu ſword. go 75 rough your 
. land Anil e all 0 o nemies, 
and Bt y Hall fall before you by the vor, 
and =o of you ſhall baſs, an bundred,'and 
an hundred ſhall put ten thouſand to fl ipht, 
I" enemies Jhall fall _— you by the 
2 5 ſword 
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ſword. For I will have reſpect unto you, and 
make you fruitful, and multiply you, and 
ESTABLISH, MY. COVENANT With you and 
ye. ſhall eat old flore, and bring forth the 
old becauſe of the new. And I will fet 


my tabernacle among /t you : And my ſoul 
ſhall not abbor you. And I will walk 


among you, and will be your God; and ye 


ſpall be my people. T aM THE LORD YOUR 
GQD, -WHICH BROUGHT YOU FORTH OUT 


or THE LAND OF EGYPT, that ye ſpould 


not be their bond/men ; and I favs 8r0- 


KEN THE BANDS OF YOUR YOKR, and made. 


Je go upright. 

But if. ye. will not hearken unto me, 
and w dl not do all theſe my command- 
ments; and if ye ſball deſpiſe my ſtatutes, 
or if your ſoul abhor my judgments, ſo that 
you will not do all my commandments, but 
that ye break my covenant : I alſo will do 
this unto you, I WILL EVEN APPOINT OVER 
YOU, terror, - conſumption, and the burn- 
ing ague; that ſhall conſume the eyes, and 
cauſe ſorrow of heart; and ye ſhall ſow your 
feed in vain, for your Enemies ſpall eat 


4. And I WERL ser MY FACE AGAINST 
os | YOU, 


% 
2 a 


* - — — — — - — 
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you, and ye ſhall be flain before your ene 
nies; THEY THAT HATE YOU SHALL REIGN 
oVER YOU; and ye ſpall flee when none 
purſueth yore. 450 if ye will not yet for 
all this hearken unto me, then 1 WILL 
PUNISH YOU feven. times more for your 
fins. And I will break the pride of your. 
power ; and I will make your Heaven as 
iron, and your carth as braſs ; and your. 
ſtrength foal be ſpent in vain: For your 
hin) Hall not yield her increaſe, neither 
ſhall the trees of the land yield their fruits. 
And if ye walk contrary unto me, and will 
not hearken unto me; I WILL BRING SE- 
VEN TIMES MORE PLAGUES upon you, ac- 
cording to your fins. 1 WILL aL80 SEND 
wild "It among you, which ſhall rob you 
of your children, and deftroy your 40 
and L ou few in number; and your 


| highways hall be deſolate. And if ye will 


not be reformed by me by theſe things, but 


will wall contrary unto me; "then will I 
alſo walk contrary unto you, and will pun- 


M you yet ſeven times for your fins; AND 
E WILL BRING A $WORD UPON YOU, THAT. 
SHALL AVENGE THE QUARREL OF MY co- 
VENANT ; 
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VENANT ; and when ye are gathered to- 
gether es your cities, I will ſend the 
Veſtilence among you; and ye ſhall be de- 
livered into the hand of the enemy. And 
oben I bave broken the Haff of your bread, 
ten women ſhall bake your bread in one 
Oven, and they ſhall deliver you your bread 
again by welgbt: And ye ſhall eat, and 
eh be fatisfied, and if ye will not for all 
this hearken unto me, but walk contrary unto. 
me; then will I walk contrary unto you 
alſo in fury; anv I, EVEN I, wilt. 
CHASTISE you ſeven” times for your fins. 
And ye Gall eat the fleſh of your ons, 
and Lp fleſh of your daughters ſhall ye eat. 
And I will de roy your bigb places, and 
cut down your images, and caſt your car- 
cafes upon the carcaſes of your Idols, and 
my ſoul ſhatl ab bor you. And I will make 
your  C1TIES WASTE and bring your SAN= 
CTUARIES UNTO DESOLATION, and 1 
wilh not ſmell the ſavour of your feveet od. 
ours. Aud I will bring the land into deſo- 
lation: And your enemieswhich dell there- 
in Hall be Genf ed at it. And Till ſcat- 
ter” 9 among the Heathen, and will draw 

ous 
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out 'a ſword after yau.. And jour land 
Hall bed eſolate and cities waſte, Then ſpall 
the land enjoy her abbath, as long as it 
 lieth deſolate, and ye. be in your enemies 
land; even then ball the land reft, and 
40 Ber ſabbaths. As long as it lieth de go 
late, it ſhall reſi; becauſe it did not reſt in 
your ſabbaths, when ye dwelt upon. tt.. And 
on. them that are left alive of oth Tuill 
aq a faintneſs into their hearts inthe lands 
of their enemies; and the ſound of a ſhaken leaf 
Hall chaſe tbem; and they. ſhall flee, as 
fleeing from a fword : 5 they [hall fall 
when none prr/ueth. And = all fall 
ane upon another, as it were before a; feword 
when none purſueth : and yeſhail have no 
power to fland before your enemies. And 
ye ſball periſh among the Hleauben, and 
% 755 land of your enemies ſpall eat you" up. 
=_—_ And they that are tft of. you ſhall Hine a- 
* may in their iniquity in Jour enemies lands 
And alſo in the iniquities of their fathers 
| Hal. tbey pine away with tbem. 
E If ” ey ſhall canfeſs their iniquity, land 
aq ; the miquity of their {athers, Willd, their 
| "ua: which they treſpaſſed againſt. me, 
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and that alſe they have walked contrary unto 
me : And that I have alſo walked contrary 
unto them, am A, BROUGHT "THEM 
INTO THE LAND OF THEIR ENEMIES 3 
if then their uncircumciſed hearts be bum- 
bled, and they then accept of the ruN 
ISHMENT OF THEIR INTQUITY : THEN 
Witt T'xruenBrR MY COVENANT WITH 
JACOB, AND ALSO un cov BNANT WITH 
ISAAC, AND ALSO MY covtNANT wir 
ABRAHAM WILL | REMEMBER; ard I will 
remember the Land. The land alſo ſhall 
be left of them, and ſpall enjoy ber fab 
baths wohile ſhe . lieth deſolate < bot therm; 
and th 9 ſhall acrept of the pumſb nem 
of their ; iniquity; becauſe, even becauſe they 
defprjed my judge meds, and beeuuſe their 
foul abborred my. Statutes. Aud yet fob 
all that, when the be in the land of ben 
enemies, I Witt NOT casr THAN AWAY, 
neither ill ] abbor them, to Weſtroy them 
utterly ; ; and to break my tovthant with 
thent : For I am the Tort" their God. 
Bur I woill for their - Jake remember the 
covenant bf their Anceſtors, whonr'T rap 


forth out of the land. of | Egypt in the fight 
Bõỹ,j¶: ö of 
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of the heathen, that I eln be their: God: 
Jam the Lord. 

FTheſe are the 8 N con- 
ibe flatutes, and judoments, and 
laws, which the Lord made between Bim, 
and the thildren of 1/rael, in Mount Sinai, 
bythe band of , Moſes. . | 
And the tenor of them diſcovering, 
that plagues, . ſpoilers, Kc. were to be 
conſidered as the APPOINTED Delegates of 
God; demonſtrate, that this goyernment 
could not. poſſibly. ſuffer, abeyance or in- 
terruption in its adminiſtration, till it was 
abrogated or ſuperſeded in as public, and 
in as ö a manner, as it was 

dai 
e it continued e even to Ny com- 
Ne of Chriſt, A WN. be fem: fro om 
hence | 
I, Whenever it was. abrogated, it ſk 
15 needs be done 1 in the ſame ſolemn man- 
*. ner in which it was eſtabliſhed ; ſo that 
«. the one.might be as well known as the 
other: Becauſe it was of the higheſt 
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t hound to obed! 1ence, not to be miſ- 5 
i taken concerning the power under which. 
40 they lived. Natural equity requires : 
& this formality as a neceſſary concomi- 
* tant in the impoſing and abrogating all 
„ Civil laws and inſtitutions whatfoever.., 
Now the Theocracy having never been 
thus aboliſhed till the coming of Chriſt, 
Ve conclude that it continued to ſubſiſt 
till that time, 
2. Nor indeed (after the Moſaic 8 in- 
C /titutions) could it have been aboliſhed. 
without diſſolving the whole ſrame of 
« the Republic; ſince all the laws of it, 
6. whether as to their equity, force, or 
4 fitneſs, as well as the whole ritual of 
« worſhip, reſpected, and referred to God 
us civil governor. But neither by the 
60 declaration of any Pro phet, nor by the 
act of any good King, did the ba 
« tution faffer the leaſt change in 8 
c it ts parts, from the time of its eſtab in- 
« mment by Moſes to its diſſolution by j x- 
« sus cHRIST, either by addition, cor- 
erection, or abrogation. Conſequently 


« the Theocracy was exiſting throughout 
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that whole period. Nothing being 


more abſurd, than to ſuppoſe, that 
national laws, all made in reference to 


the form of Government, ſhould re- 


main invariable, while the Government 
itſelf was changed. For what the 
Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews 


fays of the Prieſt (in a conſtitution 


where the two ſocieties were inco 
rated) muſt be equally true of the 
King. —Txz PRIESTHOOD BEING 


* 


CHANGED, THERE IS MADE ALSO, or 


NECESSITY, A CHANGE OF THE LAW. 


And now it was that jsEUs, THE MEs- 
SIAH, who 1s here ſpoken of as making 
this change, in quality of rRIEST, 
made it likewiſe in quality of KING. 
For as we learn from the hiſtory of his 
miniſtry, he came as HEIR OF cop, 
to ſucceed immediately without any 
interregnum in his Father's Kingdom : 
God having: DELIVERED UP to his ſon 


the kingdom, of which the Father 
was, till then, in poſſeſſion,” 


Con- 
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Conſequently it appears that zhe ſceptre 
did noT depart from Fudah, nor his /aw- 
giver from between his feet, till the Meſ- 
ſiah came: And that the true interpreta- 
tion of this * of Jacob 1s, that 


God, in conſequence of the covenant, 
which he made with Abraham, when the 
rite of circumciſion was inſtituted, ſhall 
not ceaſe (by his Delegates, viz, Angels, 
Judges, Kings, Prieſts, and Prophets for 
the exaltation of his people, or ſpoilers. 
and Conquerors for their correction) from 
being the temporal Governor of, and Law- 
giver to, Judah and his deſcendants ; nor 
thall thoſe deſcendants, however oppreſſ- 
ed, however diminiſhed by ſlaughter, by 
captivity, by deſertion or declenſion to 
idolatry, ceaſe to be a collective body of 
people, numerous and conſequential e- 
nough to be the objects of ſuch a govern- 
ment, until the Meſſiah come. 
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